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T 45 the ſaying of a Grave Divine, 
T hat in the School of Satan, the 
firſt AB Cof Atheiſm is this, All 
cheſe will I give thee, 1t thou 
wilt fall down and worſhip: mc; but 's 
in he School of Jeſus , the firſt ABC x 
of. Religion is this, It any man wall 
be my Diſciple, let him deny him- 
{clt, and take up his Croſfs,and fol- 
low me. Oppoſition is Evangelt Ge- 
nius, the Church hath the Croſs ſor its 
Inheritance : It is the Ordinance of 
God,That through Tribulation we mufl 
enter into his Kingdome : This hath 
been the way of the Saints in all Ages; 
TheCloud of Witneſſes have walked in it 
to Heaven; Feſus Chriſt , the Captain 
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" TotheReader. 


of ouT Salvation , was. made 
throuoh Sufferings; and therefore C ri. 
[lans , who are to follow him whither- 
ſoever be goeth , muſt provide for the 
Croſs, E ſpecially at ſuch a ime as this. 
Now,not only the commonLot of Chrifti- 
anity, but the dark aſped of the T imes 
bid us prepare for Sufferings : Charity 
is cold, Dijſerences are hot, Made- 
ration Vanijkes, Enmity every where 
appears , Popery lifts up itſelf in the . 
World, Proteſtants help on the Deſrg 197, 
by deftroying each other , Sin is gone 
up with a great cry to Heaven, black 
Clouds of wrath hang over our heads 
for it , the decayes of holy Love threa- 
1en aremoval of our Candleſtich, Iuke-. 
warmneſs in Religion Jhews . that we 
are fit to be ſpued out of Gods mouth': 
Every one that hath Eyes in his Head, 
may fee the tendency of ſuch things as 
theſe ; and therefore Chriſtians have 
more than an ordinary Obligation 07 
them-to provide for the Croſs, and no- 
thing 


——"To:theReader. 


E thing lefs than a Pa holy Graces can 
: puttheminto apofture for it. \If's true, 
* Diogenes, when he was ashed, what 
be gained by his Philoſophy, anſwered, 
that he gained this by it that he was ad 
omnem fortunam' paratus ,ready for 
every thing that \ ſhould fall out. Phi+ 
loſophy Ny pretend to this,but nothing 
but true Chriſtianity can' effe it ; it is 
an eaſy matter to: ſpeak finely, wad ſay, 
#5 one did , Siftractus 1llabatur Or- 
bis, 111 avidum ferient Ruin; if the 
broken orld fall about our Ears, the 
Ruins of it jhall not flartle us: But 
nothing leſs than Gracious and Divine 
Principles can enable a Man piouſly to 
faſfer for the Cauſe of God and Conſei- 
ence > he, that parts with all outward 
things Here, had need have an intereſt 
in Him, whois better than all: He , 
that ſtands faſt in a . Storm of Berfoens 
tion without,had need of a pure ſerene 
Conſcience withinz He that will adhere 


to perſecuted F ruth;had need to be well 
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pon his heart: He that will land out 4- 


I nſt theT hreatnings of Men,had need 


e well-fixed in the Promiſes of God, 
from thence draw outComfort in anfluil 
Day. How can aChriftian part with 
the preſent World, if he hath not azo- 
ther, a better, to goto; or lay"down 


ſetled in it,and carry the ſweet ſavor of it 
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a Temporal Life, if be hath nct a lively _ 


* bope. of an Eternal one in Heaven? 


How can he lift up himſelf above the 
Dregs of «Corrupt World , if he be not 


extaſied and rapt up in Love 10 God : 


or bear theT errors and Cruelties of Men, 
if the fear of God do not prevgil_and 
over-rule his heart? Humility muſt 
make him a Worm , a Nothing in his 
own Eyes , that he may be willing to 
be trampled on by Men. Obedience muſt 


_ work him to a compliance with God's 


Commanding Will , that Patience may 
fit him to ſubjef to his diſpoſing one. Be- 
lieve it.it is a great,an Heroical thing, 
to ſuffer for Religion; it muſt be Grace, 
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true Grace, ( ſuch as carries a man up 
' above himſelf and the World,and joins 
him to the Fountain of Comfort and 
Happineſs ) that will make him fit to 
ſuffer and loſe all for Righteouſneſs ſake. 2 
| Reader, Theenſuing Diſcourſe hath * 
n0 other deſign , but only to ſhew , how 
Chriſtians are to bear Sufferings, .and 
what Graces are requiſite thereunto: If 
any Glory may come to God, or Profit 
to Men by it , it is as much as is deſired 
by him, who is 


A Lower of Truth, 
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* Preparation for ſuffering in ari 


Evil-day. 


CHAP. I. 


Perſecution will come on good men. Thu 
World « mixt of Comforts attd Sorrows, 
The old enmity will perſecute. Corrupti- 
on in Siints will ſh:w it ſelf inward: 
ly and outwardly. The Church tis heir to 

theCroſs.God orders Sufferings for good, 

* Things abroad and athome adinonthh us. 


WHY edt tc. 


Ne Apoſtle tells us. That a// : 
that will ive Godly in Chriſt I 
Teſws , ſhall ſuffer Perſecuti- ; 
on. Another acquaints us, 

| That this 7s wo ſirange thing ;' 

A third wiſhes us, not ro marvel at the 

Worlds hatred. Its true, the Sa, 
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of good men have been anold Stumbling- 


block. Pompey complained, that Provi- 


dence was very dark : The Poet was ready 
to think that there were no Gods: Nay, 
the holy Pſalmiſt cried out, T have cleanſ- 
ed my heart in vain ; as if Religion were 
to no purpoſe: Yet, if we conſider all, 
thoſe Sufferings are not to be wondred at. 

This World ſtanding between Heaven 
and Hell,muſt partake of both: Heaven is all 
comfort ; Hell is all nufery : The middle 
World muſt have a mixture; here evil 
men may meet with Comforts, and good 
men may meet with AﬀMictions. 

The old' Enmity between the Seed: of 
the Serpent , and the Seed of the Woman 
will ſtir up Perſecution tothe Worlds end. 
He that.is born after the fleſh, will perſe- 
cute him that is born after the Sperit : Tis 
his nature and property to do ſo; a thing 
no more to be wondred at than the ſtinging 
of a Serpent , or the tearing of a Briar. 
Many pretences were made to palltate the 
Perſecution of the primitive Chriſtians. 
Under Tr.2jan it was 1aid, That the Chriſti- 
ans were too numerous; under Antoninus 
Pius it was given out, That all kinds of 
Penal Evils came for their fakes ; under 
Jevergs it was alleaged , That they were 
guilty of all kind of Villanies; under Dio- 
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cleſian it was fairly pretended, That there 
muſt be but one Religion in the Empire ; 
But in truth all theſe were but ſo many 
colours , the venome of the Serpent was 
at the ruot; the devilliſh Enmity , which 
is in carnal men againſt the Saints, was 
the very proper cauſe of all thoſe Perſecus 
tions. Wickedneſs will proceed from the 
wicked; the old Enmity will breake out , 
and'that not only in men groſly wicked , 
but io fair Moraliſts roo. A Trajan or An- 
toninus can perſecute, as well as a Nero : 
The ſame root of bitterneſs is in all carnal 
men. — 
The inherent Corruption in the Saints 
will ſhew it ſelf inwardly and outwardly : 
Inwardly it will raiſe vp a Proſecution in 
their own Boſome; the Fleſh lufteth a- 
gainſt the Spirit. No ſooner 1s the New- 
Creature born, but the indwelling Sin 
doth hunt it as a Partridge upon the Moun- 
zains, and ſeeks the life of its Intant-gra- 
ces, as Herod did the life-of Chriſt in the 
Cradle. And how can the Saints wonder 
at a Perſecution withour, when they have 
one within 1n their Souls? Or how can they 
expect leſs than Briars in the world; when 
they feel a Thorn in their own fleſh 2 Outr- 
wardly it will, even in Saints, when let our, 
be injurious to others. A David, when 
| B 2 his 
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his Corruption breaks forth , can be inhu- 


mane towards the Ammonites; an Aſa. 


can impriion the-Seer, and oppreſs the 
People. And if Corruption may do ſo 
in a Saint, in whom it is in part mortified, 
what may it not doe in a Son of Belzal, in 
whom its the total ruling Principle ? In 
the one, the regenerate part holds back; 
but in the other , the whole Soul 1s carried 
out to wickedneſs. It is no wonder that 
ſuch an one ſhould perſecute ; his Princi- 
ples are entirely {or it. - 

The Church is Heir to the Croſs. It's 
ſuffering began irom the blood of Abel,and 
hath continued everſince. 1/rae/, Gods 
peculiar People was firſt oppreſſed in Egypr, 
under cruel Bondage;then vexed in Canaan 
by the neighbourNations round about them; 
afrerwards carried captive into Babylon , 
and at laſt trod under foot by Antzochus 
Epiphanes. The Chriſtian Church was 
firſt perſecuted by the Pagan Emperors ; 
then torn in pieces by Arians and other 
Hereticks;afterwards over-run withGothes 
and V2ndals, and at laſt trod down by Ma- 
homet and Amichriſt : All along it hath 
been in a ſuffering condition, and it B no 
wonder, ititſuffer on till it come to reſt 
in Heaven. 


_ God orders the ſufferings of the Church 


for 


Þ; 
*% 
£, 
Xx 
£7, 
; 
"FT: 
F 
x 


bn. b ne: bs. + ah _ 
oy . ny we Ft , a 2 by 
- «64 


ER Ann, a ES, 


* 5 oh ct-ioa os AR"T07 OO" SOEPEET, PETE ee” bt Wed THOSE K OY PR TRO” (oy Ot DE ON UWA 1, 0 RR Ye "REN - 
W. CITIES BUR 2) ot LL eb EI SR OLI FE : - s 7 » WE” on, 
231 ay, YET Oe ASE Ws ft nach x, x X 
0-8 ae eh ot cath EE; - FOE 
; ” 
&' - & 
Y 


for his own glory , and his Peoples good. 
He orders them tor his own glory ; Provi- 
dence is admirable io preſerving a ſuffer- 
ing Church. The Ark floats upon the wa- 
ters, and drowns not ; the Buſh burns, 
and. is not conſumed ; the Lilly is among 
Thornes, and withers not ; the Sainrs are 
perplexed but not in deſpair ; perſecuted 
bur not forſaken; caſt down but not de- 
ſtroyed. Strength comes forth out of 
weakneſs; Light ariſes out of darkneſs ; 
the Bones , though ſometimes dry and 
hopeleſs, live ; the Witneſles are ſlain 
and revige again; Preſſures multiply the 
Church , and Sufferings propagate it; And 
what a ſight is this? Who maytbink much 
at thoſe Sufferings, in which ſo much of . 
God appears? Again he orders them for 
his Peoples good;the Fann will purge away 
their Vanity ; the Furnace will melt out 
their Droſs; every Name of Perſecution 
will lift them up neerer to Heaven; their 
Sufferings will make them white; their 


Graces will come forth as Gold out of rhe. 


fire 1n their pure Luſtre; the Rod will bloſ- 
ſom,and bring forth peacable fruit of Righ- 
teouſneſs; the holy Spirit will come down 
upon them in larger effuſions of Grace and 
Comfort : And what things are theſe ? 
Who can imagine thoſe Sufferings needleſs, 

| B 3 which 


which have ſo excellent an iſſne ? 


To conclude; Things eur at. 
ro 


home admoniſh us: Abroad, the te» 


ſtant | Religion runs very low ; Idolatry - 


growes in the world, and where that goes 
before, Cruelty follow's after; The fiery 
Furnace waits upon the Idol; the Scarlet 


Whore, full of Fornications, will drink the 


blood of Saints ; the falſe Worſhippers will 
perſecute the true ; the Sighs and Groans 
of the poor Souls in France do alarm all 
that have any ſ-nſe of Piety or Humamty: 
Who can but mourn at ſuch mourning Pro- 
vidences? At home our fins are grown up 
to Heaven; Oaths, Blaſphemies, Perjuries, 
Helliſh Plots, Uncleannefſes Excefſes, Athe- 
iſm, Contempt of Ordinances , Deadneſs 
and Formality in Religion, Unthankfulneſs 
and Uniaithfulneſs to God,are found among 
us. TheCloud of Guzlt which hangs over our 
heads, is very black & ready to come down 


in Storms of wrath upon us : Sword and. 


Plague and Fire have already confumed us; 


and, becauſe we Sin on with a ſtiff neck... 


heard heart, and impudent face, more 
Judgments may be expected : E/:phas ſee- 
jirgthe wicked taking root, Suddenly cur- 
fed his Habitation, Job 5. 3. He that 
ſees our aggravated Sins, may ealily foretel 
our ſugden deſtruction. | 
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CHAP. II. 


It s hor ioChriſtians to diſcern the ſizns 
of the Times, and to be ready for allihe 
Will of God. Providence bids us pre» 
pare for ſufferings ; we have need to do 
fo. Suffering « hard to ſenſe, and the 
excellency of a Chriflian. The prepared 
Chriſtian ts an happy man, and the un- 
prepared miſerable. 


| wo things are of great uſe to Chriſtt- 
ans; the one is, to diſcern the Signs 

of the Time. He that looks without and 
ſees the State of things there , and then 
turns to Scripture, and there ſees the iſſues 
that wait upon ſuch States, may diſcern 
the ſigns of the Time. The Luxury of 
theold World was a (ign of the Deluge;the 
Perſecution of the Prophets was a ſign of 
Feruſalems Deſolation. When Epheſus 
declined , and left its firſt love, the Can- 
dleſtick was removing: When Laodicea 
was luke-warm , God was ready to ſpue 
them out of his mouth. And fo it is in 0- 
ther things; ſuch and ſuch a State of things 
will have ſuch and ſuch an iſſue. The dit- 
cerning of this will make Chriſtians time 
their G&ties, and do every thing 1n the 
\ B 4 truf: 
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true feaſon of it, which is noleſs profita- | 
ble then beautiful. The other thing 1s, to ! 
| beready forall the Will ot God ; to have * 
| Graces aptly anſwering to Providence ; _ { 
Such holy Joy as may tune the heart to - 
Proſperity ; and ſuch humble Submiſſion + 
as may frame the heart to adyerſity: This * 
is that bleſſed temper , that bids every 
thing welcome that comes in the Will of 
God, 

[t we obſerve the ſigns of our Times, we 
may eaſily diſcern Judgments a coming , 
and therefore nothing can be more neceſla-» 
ry than to prepare tor Sufferings, God 
hath a controverſy with us, and ſeems ta 
ſpeak to us by his Providence, as he did to ! 
Tirael by his Prophet, Prepare to meet thy 
God, Sit down then, O Chriſtians, and 
conſider how to do it, and think with your 
ſelves , with what penitential Tears , 
Wreſtling , Supplications, real Reformati- 
ons, and holy Reſignations you will meet 
with him, Jeſus Chriſt 7he Captain of 

Four ſalvation , ſeems now to ask you by 
his Providence, as the Roman General 
did his Souldiers, Are you ready? Reflect 
upon your ſelves, and conſider; are you 
ready to keep the Word of ChriſtsPatience, 
to take up his Croſs and follow kim ? 
Taougi the craſs be nat yer upon your 
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3 backs, yet you muſt carry it in your Hearts; 
7 your minds muſt be ready ar his call ro ſut- 
fer any thing, ratherthan to part with the 
Goſpel. 

Preparation is neceſſary to every good 
work. The Pagan Prieſts had preparatory 
Waſhings before the facrifice;thePcople had 
! an hoc ageericd to them to awaken theirAts» 

' tention. The Jewes were to waſh their 
{ Clothes at the giving of the Law; they had 
their Preparations to Sabbaths andOrdinan- 
ces: Chriſtians are to prepare jor the 
Wood and for the holy Table; but above 
all, Preparation is neccefiary to ſufferings. 
The greater the thing is, the more requi- 
ſite is the Preparation : Suffering is a great 
thing, hard to Senſe, harſh to Fleſh and 
Blood. It may be it takes away the world- 
Iy Goods which are dear to men ; it may 
be it comes neerer, and touches the Bone 
and the Fleſh, which is dearer then out- 
ward things : It may be ir goes further, 
and treads down the precious Life, which 
is highly valuable. Nature in the beſt, 
ſhrinks and flies away from ſuch things as 
theſe ; and, ſupernatural Graces and A(- 
ſiſtances lift up men above themſelves,they 
will never bear them. In ſuch a caſe as 
this we have need to put on all our Spiritu- 
al Armor; not this or that piece only, but 
| 7 all 
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all of it; and notonly toput iton, but to 
girdit on too: All will be little enough to 
make us ſtand in the evil day. Again, the 
more excellent a thing is, the more requi- 
ſite is the Preparation: Suffering for Chriſt 
is the excellency of a Chriſtian , the top 
and Complement of all his Graces; Faith 
cannct riſe higher; Love cannot ſhew it 
ſelf better than in this : No Profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity is ſo high, nor Imitation of 
Chriſt fo jull , as that which 1s made in 
blood: Here is the Chriſtians conſurmmatum 
eſt ; his work is done, and Heaven opens 
to receive him into glory: And how ſhould 
we prepare our Souls , and gird up the 
Loins of our Minds, that we may be capa- 


ble of that which is the higheſt Stature of 


a Chriſtian in this World , and the neereſt 
capacity to a better? 

ThisPreparation is of very great moment 
to Chriſtians: Upon their having , or not 
having of it , depends their Happineſs or 
Miſery. 

He that is prepared for Sufferings, come 
what will come, 1s a happy man; if ſuffer- 
ings do not come, he is yeta Martyr in 
mind and purpoſe. ; God ſees the ſuffering 
frame that is in him; his willing mind is 
accepted as much as if his blood were aQu- 
ally Shed;and being ready todye TITER, 
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Zhe is ready-to live with him in Heaven; 
If Sufferings come, he is provided tor then, 

-St. Paul was ready tobe bound and die tor 

the name of Jeſus. Polycarpe,when threat- 

3ned with Various deaths, made this reply, 
} Quid tardas * Why doſt thou delay ? In- 

- lift what thou wilt, The prepared Chriſti- 

' an is ready for all the Will of God, which is 

-.an happineſs that no Suffering can inter- 

-.-rupt: He is ina poſtureto overcome all the 
- World,and he will doit. The very. Pagan 
Emperors did obſerve the primitive mar- 

:.tyrs to be Vidtors in death. It is ſaid of 
- the Martyr Vincentius , that according Magd-kift. 
: co his name, he overcame in Words, and "5: 
: 26vercame in Puniſhments ; overcame in 
2 Confeſſion, and overcame in Tribulation ; 
' overcame in Fire, and overcame in Water; 
overcame Living and- overcame Dying, 
The prepared Chriſtian is a V/:ncent,a Con- 
! querer of the World; his Love is above the 
7 [ſmilesofit; his Fear above the Terrors 
7 -ofit © Nay , he « more than a Conqueror ; 
: heovercomes by ſuffering,. and lives by 3 
death; nay being dead. he yet ſpeaks forth i 
the truth he ſuffered for, and propagates ; 
it to ali poſterity:Neither need we wonder 
at this Conqueſt , he is not alone but hath 
God with him: And, as the Emperor A47- 
toninas Vera ſaid of the Primitive Chriſti- 
ans, 
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-ans , Hecarries God about with him in\w 
conſcience ; and where God is, there muſtÞ>t 
- be happineſs in thE moſt afflited Conditi-*: 
on; the whole ſacred Trinity are preſent - 
with him ; the everlaſting Father will 4 
ſtrengthen him ; the Son will walk with 'a 
himin the fiery Furnace ; the holy Spirit 'R 
wiil come to him with all his cordials. $ie- 
phen was never ſo full of it as when he was k1 
Hiſt. mag. ſtoned, The Martyr Fe/:icitas profeſſed Þ 
ceat- 2: to her Perſecutor , That ſhe had the W 
holy Spirit in her: The prepared Chriſti- 'fe 
an hath a Spirit of Power in Infirmities, 7ai 
a Spirit of Glory in Reproaches , ,a {t! 
Spirit of Comfort in Diſtreſſes. There 7 
arenoſuch rich Anointings , as thoſe that * 
wait upon the Croſs of Chriſt: At other | 
times a Chriſtian hath ſome meaſures of 7 
the Spirit ; but then he hath ſuch large ef- 
ſufions of it, that no Sufferings can make 
him miſerable : The Clouds without can- 
. not break the ſerenity in his Conſcience ; 
the noiſe of a troubleſome World cannot * 
interrupt that Divine Peace which keeps. ? 
[his heart; no malice of man can hinder the ? 
ſheddings of Gods Love into him; no wants | 
or exigencies can deprive him of the hidden | 
Manna promiſed to the Overcomer; he is ? 
| happy even in a Vale of Tears:' And what {| 
EE - . will he be in Heaven ? There his. reward |} 
I3 will 
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 7nEwill be great , nay , greater- than that of 
uſtÞthers. _ | 
iti- On the other hand ; he that is not pro- 
ent pared for Sufferings, is a miſerable mari: He 
viil hath a Name o == v8 and that's all ; 
ith a Notion of the Goſpel, but without a 
rit *Root; he hath a falſe Chriſt, that is,a Chriſt 
ie- Without a Croſs , but the right Chriſt he 
knowes not; a pretence to Heaven he hath, 
ed {but he is not in a poſture for it, neither 
he will he go thither in an hard way : If Suf- 
ti- 'ferings come , he is ſnared, as Fiſhes in 
Ss, *an evil Net ; the ſurprize will reb him of 
,2 {that which he ſeems to have ; he will not 
re {have ſo much as the Name or notion of Re- 
at :ligion left: Chriſt will be an Offence, or 
Zſtumbling-Block to him; Heaven it ſelf 
Z will not be worth ſuffering for. Thus thoſe 
f Fof the Stony ground received the word 
e- } with joy, but becauſe their hearts were - 
1- | not ready for it, as ſoon as Perſecution a- 
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7 roſe , they were offended. Thus it was Magdhiſt- 
t © obſerved among the Primitive Chriſtians, 3 
s F that the unready and unprepared did I 
e 2 faint and fall in time of Perſecution. The 3 
s |} Cupof Sufferings is bitter , Nature ſtarts 
1 7 at it: The unprepared Chriſtian, rather 
s 7 rhandrinkit , will in all. |:keslthood turn 
t |} Apoſtate in the day of trial ; proſperous 
1 | crror will be embraced by him before per- 
| ſecured 
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ſecuted Truth; Idolatary with the World 
w:ll goe down better than the pure Wor- 


ſhip without ir; Chriſt coming 1in Poverty F 
and Tribulation will be forſaken ; Antt- 7 
chriſt appearing in the Pomp and outward 7 
greatneis ofthe World, will be followed: # 
Meer Vanity will outweigh all the great 7 
offers of the Goſpel ; a Soul and a God will ? 
be laid at ſtake for a little outward proſpe- 2 
rity: And what a forlorn Condition is this? #3 
And without Repentance, how diſmal ' 
muſt the end be ? The Good God, whom 7 
he hath forſaken, will depart from him; 7? 
Jeſus Chriſt the Saviour will caſt him out; 2 
a curſe & a blaft will be upon his Proſperity; ® 
aiting and a wound in Conſcience will 3 
make him weary of himſelf; in a word, he Þ 
will become loathſome to God, Men, and * 
himſelf. Iris ſtoried, That in the third *! 
Century the tokens of Gods wrath came in #$ 
an extraordinary way upon thoſeChriſtians } 
thar fell off in time of Perſecution ; ſome of | 
them were {truck dumb, ſome vexed with ? 
Devils, ſome tormented in their bowels | 
unto Death; and, though not in theſe 

wayes,, yet in other will his wrath come . 


down upon all Apoſtates; if they are not 
dumb before men, they will be ſpeechleſs 
bejore God; it Devils vex not their Bodies, 


they will yet poſſeſs their Souls ; if there 
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| © be no torments in their Bowels, yet there 

are in their Conſciences : The miſeries, 
 Ewhich Apoſtates incur, are much greater 
=than thoſe, which they avoid by their A- 
#poltacies. It is therefore highly reaſonable, 
Zthat we ſhould prepare for Sufferings, leſt 
: &by Apoſtacy we make our ſelves more mi- 
 Uſerable, than any outward Suffering can 
?make us. 


ME ED 
CHAP. III. 


1 Preparation for Suffer ings conſidered more 
” generally. A Chriſtian that will be pre- 

ared for Sufferings muſt ſecure to him- 
ſelf three things; that is, A good Cauſe, 
a good Heart, and a good God. * 


E FA ws ſeen the neceſſity of Perſecuti- 
1 on, and the neceſſity of Preparation, 
* I come now to the main thing intended; to 
$ conſider how a Chriſtian may be prepared 
7 for Sufferings : And here I ſhall firſt ſpeak 
$ in General , and then more Particularly. 
$ In General, a Chriſtian, that woyld be . 
$ prepared for Sufferings,rault ſecure to him- 

ſelt three things ; a good Cauſe, a good 
Heart, and a good God; The firſt will make 
Suffering: honourable ; the Second will 
: make 


TJ: > ; 
make.us us meet for it; the third will give 
aſſiſtance and comfort 1n it. . nn 
7, The Chriſtian muſt ſecure to himſelf 

a good Cauſe; he muſt take care not to 
ſuffer as an Evil doer ; this is not grateful 
to God , nor honorable among Men ; in it 
Chriſt is not imitated, but Chriſtianity is 
ſhamed: Such Sufferers are the Devils Mar- 
tyrs; it cannot be reaſonably expected 
that they ſhould have the gratious Pre- 
ſence of God, or any comfort in Conſci- 


ence; their own hearts cry out, Guilty , 7 


and plainly tel them, thar their Suffering 
is but thejuſt wages of their Iniquity. A 
Chriſtian muſt be ſure, that there be no 
" guilt in that which he ſuffers for. Holy 
Daniel ſaith, that Iunocency was found in 
him , Dan. 6. 22. He ſpeaks not of the in- 
nocency of his Perſon, as if he were with- 
out ſin; buc of the innocency of his Cauſe , 
for which he ſuffered: His praying againſt 
a Law did not merit a Den of Lions ; he 
broke theHumane Command only to keep 
the Divine, It highly concerns the Chri- 
ſtian to have an innocent Cauſe; it is the 
Cauſe, not the meer Suffering, that makes 
the Martyr. Again, the Chriſtian muſt 
rake care, that he ſuffer not as a Buſy-body 
in other mens Matter; he muſt not have 
his own Station, nor forfeit Gods protedi- 
or, 
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7 one. 
+ aMiniſter of theGoſpel in hisPrince'sCourr, 
* turned Miniſter of State to his Prince, and 
= was at laſt for ſome evil Counſel, condem- 
* ned to dye;and before he ſuffered, he much 
# lamented the leaving of his Calling, and 
Z left this Diſtick. 

# Diſce meoexemplo mandato munere fungi, 
LE Et fuge cen peſtem THY G0AuTgdypoouuny. 

* Learnihs of me, thine own Office to bear, 
* Inothers meddle not, the Plague is there. 


z when he runs into Sufferings by going out 
5 of his own Sphear. Moreover, the Chriſti- 
Z an muſt take care, that he ſuffer not. for 
3 his own raſhneſs, 
3 Emperors Edi apainſt Chriſtians, and 
3 Suffered for it, was not accounted a Mar- 
3 tyr. Biſhop Audas demoliſhed the Perſian 
5 Temple, dedicated tothe Fire, as their 


{ reckoned as aPjece of raſh and unreaſonable 


| "97 

> on, he muſt abide with God in his Calling; 
1 and do his own Buſineſs. God took care 
{ of the Bird fitting over her young 1n her 
Neſt, Denut.22. 6,but nor of the wandring 
7 The learned Johannes Fancins, of 


Itis very uncomfortable to a Chriſtian 


He that defaced the 


Numen, and ſuffered for it.z but it was 


Zeal: We muſt not caſt our ſelves into dan- 
gers ;, God will keep us.1n our (ways, not ,,, 
in our. Precipices. We mult take up the nid.Lib.g. 


Croſs that God mikes for us. but not make <p-39. 
; . one * 
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one of our ſelves by our own raſhneſs: It F* 
we muſt ſuffer, lerir be for that good Con= $' 
ſcience which 15a continual Fealt; for that * 
Righteouſneſs which is in Conjuncion 
with Peace and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt: Let 
it be for that Jeius who ſuffered for us; for 
that God who crowns momentary Suffer- 
ings with eternal Glory, This waMthe caſe 2? 
of the Primitive Chriſtians ; they ſuffered, 3 
bat ir was in a good Cauſe. Juſtin Martyr 
and Athenagoras in their Apologies for # 
them, ſhew, Thar there was nothing 7 
amiſs tound in them;no Atheiſm, no Thy- 
eftean Suppers, no unclean Copulations, + 
no unjuſt Actions ; the only Crime was 7 
Ciriltianity. And afterwards 'Tertullian / 
ſhews, That the name in Chriſtians was F* 
condemned, but no Crime was found in | 
them towards God or man. This is the ? 
firſtthing we are todo, we muſt ſecurea Þ 
g 00d Cauſe. | | l | 
2. We muſt ſecure good Hearts. It 1s ſaid * 
of the Children of Ephraim, that being ar- * 
med , and carrying Bows, they turned Þ 
back in the dayof Battel, Pſal. 78.9. and | 
che reaſonof this we have in the precedent | 
Verſe , they ſet not their hearts arizght, | 
Unleſs the Heart be good, as well as the | 
Caufe, men will turn back from God, and 
the pure Religion: Corcupt Hearts mw 
fa 
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Fall ih with the World, and ever be on the 
- $unny fide: In Dhocleftas's time they carl 
t Þe Pagans; in Conſtaniine?s Cntillians; if 
n Conflaniius's Artiahs; in 7ul:an's Pagans 
t Bgaiti. Itis the good Heart only that is fit Pupuren 
r For Sufferings. Now two tiings at requi- 093 ca 
- Nite to niake a good Reatrt ; it miſt be pur- 
- p< from ſin;and again, it muſt be farnithed 
with principles of Grate, i. It muſt be pur- _ 
Zged from ſin;from the guilt and power of it: 
Zr muſt be purged from theguilt of fin. Aman 
*#that hath inward woundsis unfit to beat outs 
2 wardones.Guilt upon Conſcictice, like a Boyl 
- upon theBack,makes one uncapable to bear 
3 the burden of aCrofs. They, that are parta- 
3 kersofChriſtsSufferings inMarty rdomr-:;had 
# need firſt partake of them fot Remiffion + 
Z They, that waſh theirRobes in theBlood of 
* theLamb,by ſuffering for him;had need firſt 
 F waſh their Conſciences in itto take away 
2 their Guiltneſs. It is not imaginable that 4 
| 4 mancan piouſly eribrage aTemporalDeath; 
# when immediately afrer it he ſhall tall :do 
7 anEcernal one: Or that he can patiently 
7 bear the wrath of Man, when the wrath 
of God is to enſue upon it. It was a very 
forlorn Cafe with the Egyprians 5 when 
they were drowning in the Sea; ahd God 
looked through the Cloud tpon them; and 
fo it-will be with Chriſtians ; if the World 
be 25 a troubled Sea to ther and withal ; 
C + Go 
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God look with an angry Face upon them, 
Therefore it much: concernes them to get: 


a-pardon ſealed-in the Blood of JeſusChriſt, 
that, when they come to ſuffer, they may 
have gothking to bear but the fingle Croſs, 
without any prefjJure of Guilt upon Conſci- 
ence. to aggravate it, Again, It muſt. be 
purged from the power of Sin, Every Luſt 
152 Dalilah,an Exhauſter ( as the Hebrew 
word fignities, ) 1t/takes away the Heart, 
drains and debaſes the man, makes him 
vileand impotent, and.by conſequence al- 


rogether uncapable of fo heroical a thing: 


as ſuffering for God is : He that hath fin 
reigning in his Heart, will comply with ic 
reigning in the World ; he that carrieth an 
Idot within will fall down to an outward 
one {-Such an one will do any thing rather 
than ſuffer; The power of fin mult be bro- 
ken. that a man may be ready to take up 
the.Croſs. Further, the Heart, that it may 
be good, mult not only be purged from (in, 
but: furniſhed withPrinciples of Grace, The 
alt Heart will not Hear , or Pray, or give 
Alhmnes, or do any thing for God in a, right 
manner,much leſs will it ſuffer for him. A 
man muſt have gracious Principles, ſuch as 


holyKnowledg, Faith, Fear, LoveZeal, Hope, 


Humihty', Obedience, and Patience are , 
t1at he-may be ready for ſuffering. There 
15 a double preparation for it, Habitual and 
bot : Actual: 
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Actual; Habitual ſtands in the having thoſe 
principles, .and actual ia the uling ot thegy, 
He that hath them hath a Divine temper 
diſpoſing him for every:picce of the Divine 
Will ; he is 1a the frame ofhis Heart above 
Creatures , and hath no Center but in his 
Creator ; he is higher than Time and this 
lower World, and lies:-upon: the, Borders 
of Heaven and Eternity. ;+His great -Con+ 
cerns are notan the Smiles jand Frowns of - 
men, butin the Will and Favour of God : 
His fear is of greater evil than the World 
can inflict; and his expecation is of greater 
good thantheWorkd can beſtow: His Pxin- 
ciples make,him habitually ready for Sut- 
fering , and when occaſion: comes, theals 
of them will make him atually-fo, Sth 
an one may: fay at the fiery Trial ; a5 the 
famous 7Zerom of Prage did when the Wogd 
was laid to him, Sulve fefta dies, Welk 
come thou joyful day of fuffuring for Chritk 
This is the ſecangd thing,,, wt mult ſecare 
good Heartgt 7 cfg 5 IS 

1.3, We muſi-fecure a good God to be with 


/ yginour Suffermmgs. A good Cauſe will:not 


bear us up without 3:g004 Heart, -:nor 
witla good Heare ſtand wjthout a good God 
tg. ſupport -it,, The prayer -vf Davivs 
very remarkable; Lei Integrity and Lp 
rights preſerveme, for I wait ondbrec, 
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Pal. 25,21. Integrity is a Preſervative 
but we mult wait on God to have our very 
Integrity preſerved; and pray, as the ho- 
ly #/almift doth in the precedent Verſe, 
O keep my ſoul; the moſt upright ſoul needs 
jt. Graces kecp the Heart, but thoſe ver 

Graces mult be kept by the Keeper of I|- 
rael, The God bf Grace is as necellary 
to the New-creature as the God of Nature 
is tothe Old : Ifhewithdraw, Faith will 
fail, Love will cool, Hope will wither , 
Z-al will be extin&t, and all Graces will 
Vaniſh, as the Beams do upon the abſence 


of rhe Sun ; The gracious erp God - 
S 


15 neceſſary tous at all times, eſpecially in 
times of Suffering. + Joſeph's Priſon would 
have been'very diſmal; if- God had not 
been there. When all men forſook Pal, 
he had been very forlorn if God had for- 
ſook him too. How hard is it to be in wants, 
ifthe All-ſufficient one be gone ? How in- 


tolerable are Dillrefſes, if the/ God of all 
. Comfort be abſent ? How ſhall we bear 


the Cruelticsof men if the Father of Mer- 
cies do not aſſiſt us Or how ſhall we 
ſtand under own/Creature-weakneſs, if the 
never faint.ng Creator do:not ſtrengthen 
us? What ſhajl wado in doubts if the only 


Wiſe one donar guide us? Or what ſhall 
Yedo un the Vally of the Shadow of dearh 
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4 Ons (23) 
if the living God be not with us? The 


Preſence of God (ſaith a worthy Divine) . 
will turn a Priſon into a Pallace, a Fiery 
Furnace into a Gallery of Pleaſure , and 
the Stocks znto a Muſick-School. Ads 16. 
25, | may add, it isin ſtead of all things to 
us: With it no Suffering can be too heavy; 
without-it none can be tolerable. Let us 
therefore labour to ſecure thisPreſencewith 
us , and for that end, let us ſecure our be- 
ing in Chriſt, and our walking in him. Firſt 
let us ſecure ourbeing inChriſt:;God manifeſt 
in the Fleſh, isthe foundation ofGodsinhabi- 


_ ring in the Spirits of men: [f Chriſt had not 


come and mediated for us, God would never 
have come to dwell and to walk jn us: If we 
areinChniſt, God, whois perfonally pre- 
ſent with his Humane Nature, will be 
graciouſly prefent with us as Members of 
of him : We ſhall be preſerved in Chriſt, as 
pieces of him, by that ſpecial Preſence 
which accompanies thoſe that are in him, 
Our bleſſed Saviour prays, that thoſe that 
were given him might be kept tirough 
the Fathers Name, Joh. 17. 15. that is, 
through that Divine Power, Wiſcom, 
Mercy, and Grace which is with them 
Again, let us ſecure our walking in Chr:; 
Let us walk after his Command ind Ut: 
tern; that is, in Mceknets of Wityom, :n 
Zeal for Gods Glory ,'in readinels of © 
C 4 -cnencs 
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dience, in ſweetneſs of Charity, inan unk 


verſa] Compliance witht the Divine Wall, 
Let there be ſomewhat of Chriſt in every 
ſtep, this is the way -to have the Divine 
Preſence with us, Thus our Saviour. left 
us, If any man Love me he will keep my. 
words, and my Father will love bim, 
and we will come unto him, and make our 
aboad with him , Joh.14. 23. Such as keep 
his words , ſhall have the Jhech:nah, the 
- Divine Preſence in 8 peculiar manner with - 
them: This will be to them Joy 1n Sorrow, 
Security in Fears Strength in Weakneſs, 
Lg Death, and All things in the want 
or All. | | 


—_ 


CHAP. IV, 

Preparation for Suffering; the firi# dives 
fFionis, Trythy Heart; ſee the Deceit 
of it; what Reltques of Sin are there; 
how it fleals out of Dutzes; how falſe 
it is in Promiſes;how it extenuates Sin: 
Search © ſee what uprightneſs # there: 
Deoth thy Heart ſet God before thee;doth' 
it reſpett all Commands; doth it eyeGods 
Glory, and did it make aright contratt 
with Chriſt? | 


[Ions ſpoke ſomewhat in general 
touching Preparation for Suffering; I 
| now 
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now eome to ſpeak of ir more particularly: 


And here I ſhall lay down: ſeveral DireQi- 
ons , and ſhew how a Chriſtian may be in 


a fit poſture for ſuffering, 


1. 1f we would bein a fit poſture forSuffer- | 


ng.» let us diligently try our own [Hearts : 
fering is a ſearching thing; it tries a man 
_ as fire doth Metals; ſifts and winnowes him 
as Corn is ſhaken in a Sieve; and diſcovers 
his thoughts and the bottom. of his Heart. 
Many a man ſeems to: be fully for God, yet 
when the Teſt comes, proves to be for the 
World: Therefore it is.very proper for us , 
to: ſearch our. ſelves before hand; to try 
our Hearts inwardly before the outward 
trial. come ; toſift :and winnow our ſelves 


before Providence do it ; :to diſcover our. 


Heaxts::to: out (ſelves, before God dif- 
cover:them toothers: This 1s Gods own 
direQion to his People; Gather your ſelves 
together, yea,gather together O' Nation not 
deſied;or(as the words in the qriginal may 
be rendred) ſearch, lift your ſelves, yea; 
ſearch, lift your {etves, O nation not defi» 
red., or: the Decree hsang forth,before 
the 'day paſs as the Chaſf, befare the fience 
Anger of the Lord come upon you , befaxe 
ihe day of the. Lords Angey come upon you; 
Zeph.: 2. 1, 2: Approaching Judgments-a- 
Jarum us to ſelf examination; Sirdown;Q 

Dp Chriſtian 


Chriſtian, and conſider , what the ſtate of 
thy Heart is ; what of Corruption is there 
and what of Grace; how much is there for 
the World, and now much for God; what 
concupiſcentia! Strings are there that tic 
thee to the preſent world, and what An- 
chors caſt in Heaven are tiiere to bear thee 
up in a Storm; what Chaff or Vanity is 
there that will go away with every Wind, 
and what maſly Grace that will abide the 
trial: Never is it more neceſſary to deſcend 
into our ſelves, than in a time of Suffering. 

Search out the Corruption and Deceit- 
fulneſs in thy Heart : If thou wilt believe 
him that knows the Heart better than it 
knows it ſelf, The Heart #« deceitful above 
all things Jer. 17. 9.tull of windings and 
turn:ngs ; deceitful beyond its own power 
ofrefletion , which , when ated, knows 
the deceit in part, but cannot dive into 
the bottom of it. Commune with thine 
own Hearr, O Chriſtian; ask it ſeriouſly, 
Is there not much Corruption within? are 
there not reliques of Unbelief, Earthineſs , 
Senſualneſs, Pride, Hypocricy, Apoſtacy 
found in thee?Conſiderwhar theſe are;theſe 
fight under the ſame Colours, and aim at 
the ſame end with the perſecuting World; 
theſe would root grace out of thy Heart,as 
wicked mea would root Good out of the 
World. 


C29 


World. As1t was with Iſrael, there wenr 
up with them out of Egypt a mixed multi» 
rude, which was ready to return again this 
ther; ſoitis with good men, there are cor- 
rupt mixtures in them which would turn 
back to Egypt again : Be not deceived, thy 
wholeentire ſelf is not for ſuffering ; the 
unregenerate part will hang back, and ſay 
to thee, as Satan in Peter did to our Savi- 
our, Mater, Spare thyſelf : When dan- 
gers approach, the Fleſh will cry out, Oh, 
Spare thyEſtate Spare thy Relations. Spare 
thy Life, why ſhouldeſt thou deſtroy thy 
ſelf ? Take notice therefore', rizat there 1s 
a Traitor in thine own boſom , which un- 
leſs thou wateh , will like the Idolaters de- 
ceived Heart, turn thee afide from God. 
Again, ask thy Heart, Doth it not Steal 
out of holy duties? When thou art a hear- 
10g the holy Word, will not thy Heart 
g0 out to worldly objeas ? When thou 
art joyning With others in Prayer, do not 
thy thoughts rove up and down abc ut Car- 
nal things? If thy Heart be a Firtle elevated 
towards Heaven, ' doth it not immediately 
fall down again? Tf it be a little inflamed 
towards God}, doth it not inſtantly cool a- 
pon Think with thy ſelf;. thar Heart, that 

eals away from Duries in which there is 


| nothing grevious to theBody, will be ready 


to. ſteal away from Sufferings which grate 
” | upon 


(28) 
upon the Fleſh and Senſe: Thou hadft need 
to get thy Heart fixed on God in Duties, 
that when thou comeſt to Suffering, thou 
myelſt not ſtart away from him. Further 
yet, ask thy heart; Hath it not been 
falſe in Vows and Promiſes of better obe- 


dience, and thoſe made at Sacraments er - 


upon Sick-beds? Isnot thy Goodneſs as a 
morning Cloud, and thy life a vain circle 
_ of commiſſions of Sin and Conteſſions? And 

canſt thou truſt ſuch an Heart as this? Af- 
ſure thy ſelf, that an Heart, which is falſe 
in Promiſes, ;will not be true in Sufferings; 
thar goodnels that paſſes away like the ear- 
lyDew at other times, will utterly vaniſh 


when a ſcorching Perſecution _comes : 


Learn therefore to be true-jn Promuſes, that 
thou may be true in Suffering; get. ſuch 
areal Goodneſs 8s may abjde The trial ig 
en Evil dav, -Moreover, ask thy ſelf one 
queſtion more, 'Cannot thy. Heart: colour 
over evil things? Is it not apt to extemuate 
ſin and ſay, -It-19 but a little one; to make 
nothing of idft Words or petty Oaths? And 
what may not ſuch an Hearty do to avoid 
Sufferings ? May it not puta jaw-gloſs upon 
Popery it ſelf, and ſay , the Papiſts have 
the ſubſtanceof Religion ,' and why ſhould 
we ſcruple humancRights andCeremonies? 
Fhey have the ſacred Scriptures, and why 
ſhould we ſtumble ar ſuperfluous Traditz 


ons. 


(29) 


ons? Their Images are not the terminative 
objet of Worſhip, but the motive only; 
and why may we not uſe Humane Inventt- 
ons te move us to Devotion ? Tranſubſtan- 
tion itſelf is but a kind of nicety, they ſay, 
the body of Chriſt is in the Euchariſt after 
the maner of Spirits; we ſay, that it js 
there Spiritually : And how little doth the 
difference ſeem to be?Praying to Saints and 
Angels is buta vanity, a void thing: Hu- 
mane merit is an harmleſs thing, it it be 
grafted upon Chriſt and the Promiſe: The 
Pope himſelf is a Biſhop, and what need 
we think him Antichriſt? The falſe heart 
can paint the Whore in every part, and 
make her look as if ſhe were not My#Zery, 
Babilon,the Mother of Harlots © Abomi- 
nations of the Earth. Labour thenro know 
more and more of the deceitfulneſs of thy 
heart, that it may not cheat thee in times 
of Perſecution : He that truſts 1n his heart 
is a Fool, nay a ſecret Idolater ; let uscar- 
ry an holy jealouſy over our hearts : The 
Carnal heart will preſume, but knows not 
its own weakneſs; it will promiſe much, 
but perform little or nothing. Peter was 
inavery high Crain , though all men be 
offended, yet will not I, Matth. 26. 33. And 
again, though Thhould die with thee, yt 
wh I not dey thee, Verſe 35. Bur alas be 

| Was 
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#7 6 was herein ( as Foras obſerves ) but a Fi: 


aux: fr cure of thoſe that lean upon their own 
neon Free-will; he knew too little of himſclt; 
impulſum preſumed too much upon his own power; 
note (97-5 20d fell miſerably in the denial of his Lord: 
aft za pro- T his great Pillar fel before the breath of a 
ates goor Damſel; his Confidence and Preſump- 
audacia, 1. 
d: {« p1uri- £100 proved but a meer Vanity; Do not, 
mum jri- O Chriſtian, think thy felt better than 
fnit« 7 this great Apoſtle ; ſtudy thine own heart, 
Joh.Tra&. and ſee the Corruption there, that thou 
Ir3 maieſtnotfall by preſumption ; but ſtand 
in the Power of his Grace ,, whois able to 
confirm thee to the end. 
2.Scarch thy heart and ſee whatupright- 
neſs is there ; thou haſt a name , a notion 
of Religion, a form of Godlinefs ; but haſt 
thou the thing, the truth of grace, the 
power of Religion in thy heart? It is grace; 
erue grace that muſt eſtabliſh the heart 
Hebr. 13. 9. It is Gold. tried in the fire 
Revel. 3. 18. that is, pure grace, that muſt 
endure the fiery trial. Conſider thy felf, 
O Chriſtian , Is there any true integrity ig 
thee ? Where are the Marks and Caracters 
of it appearing in thee ? Put Interrogato- 
ries to thine own heart; Doſt thou indeed 
fet the Lord alwaies before thee 4 Doſt 
thou do every thing as 1n his Preſence and 


tinder his Eye? Thists very comfortable 5 
bs 
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he that truly walks with God in other 


? things, will through grace walk with him 
” in Sufferings too: He that hath an holy 


reſpec to Gods Preſence and Eye at_ other 


.; times, will have ſoin a time of Trial alſo. 


The Conſtancy of God's People ſet forth in 
Pſalm 44. is very obſervable; they were 
given as Sheep for meat, ſold for nonght i, 
made 4 #/ pine and 2 ſcorne, a by-word, 
and a ſhaking of the head among the people 


yet their heart was no? 7urned back, neither 


did their fleps decline from Gods ways , 

Verſe 18. They were 4roken in the place 
of Dragons, covered in the ſhadow of 
Death : Yet they did not forget the name 
of their God, nor firetch out their hands 
70 aſtrang God, Verſe 20, And whence was 
this cloſe adherence unto God ? The Rea- 
ſon is rendred in the 21th. Verſe; if they 
ſhould forſake God, he would ſearch them 
out. for he knoweth the ſecrets of the heart: 
We ſee how they were affected with the 
Preſence andAll-ſeing Eye of God, and how 
doth it affe& us? If it make us depart from 

other fins, it will much more make us de- 

part from ſo great a ſin as Apoſtacy is, 

Again art thou true in thy active obedience 

to God ? Haſt thoy an univerſal reſpect ro 


all the Commands, even to thoſe that call < 


for right Hands and right Eyes? This is 


very 


4 


Rn) © | 

very well; he thatis true in ative obedi- :: 
ence , will be ſoin paſſive ; he thatis for 
all the Commands of God , will be for the : 
Command of taking up the Croſs, and Sut- 7 
fering for Chriſt. The Commands are co- * 
pulative. oneof them is linked to another; 
the ſtamp of Divine Authority is upon all; 
the Glory of God is concernedin all ; they 
are all united in the root of Charity, Thoſe 
Principles of Grace which prompt to the 
obedience of one , will prompt to the obe- * 
dience of all : |He that 1s ſincere 1n doing, 
will be ſincere in ſuffering. Further, halt 
thou a ſingle Eye, a pure intention at the 
great end? isit thy real aim that God in 
all things may be glorified ? This 1s a good 
Sign;he that hath a ſingle Eye in one thing, 
will have it in another; he that glorifies 


.God in other things , will glorify him in 


ſufferings too. A man is as his end 1s; what 
the forme 1s.in Naturals, that the endis1n 
Morals : He, that hath God for his Center 
and ultimate end, will embrace all the Me- 


- diums that tend thither, and Suffering as 


the higheſt Medium of all ; therein is the 
higheſt Love demonſtrated,, and God is 
practically lifted up above all ; his glory 7 
is upon the Throne,and Eſtates, Relations . 
Lives ; all Earthly Concerns are at the : 
Foot-itool: Let us ſet our hearts upon-the 
_ great 
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(33) 
great end, that, whether we be doing 
Gods Commanding Will,or ſuffering under 
bis Diſpoſing onegthe great deſign ofGod's 
glory may be ſtill carricd on by us. More- 
over, ask thy felt, what was rhy -oript-= 
nal contra with- Jeſus Chriſt ? How and 
upon what terms did(t thou eſpouſe him ? 
Didſtthou take himentirely as he is offered 
ia the Goſpel ? Diſt thou take him , Croſs 
and all? Diſt thourfit down gnd count what 
Chriſtianity. might coſt thee? It may be 
thou.mayſt be called to. part with all, to 
hate.Farher., Mother Wite,Children, Life 
it. felf for Chriſt : Diſt thou deliberately 
conſider theſe things, andyet pioully. re- 
ſolve,that thou wouldſt have Chriſt what- 
ever he col} thee ? this ig. yery. excellept 
thou art now, Martyr in,purpoſe, and Vir- as” 
tually haſt ſwallowed dayn all the Perſecu- ofiun as- 
tions that go along, wit the Goſ pel:When aro 
the.Croſs comes thou wilg cake it. yp,upon jun babe-- 
thy back:The fleſh poſſibly.may murmureg n-S4id 
bur chov wiſk Jay-ibis was my prigihal.com; 19nd 
tract with, &hyiſt;; chele WerR the: terms 
of my Eſpouſals.: I accept” rhe, Croſs, rand 
will--follow_my . ſufferiog Saviour ; he js 
worthy for whom I ſuffer , and the foffer- 
ifgs are not worthy to be; compared wirh 
the glory to come:Let us theretore be-ſure 
that we have made a right contra with 
EE D Chriſt 


23 Þ $4; 
= 2 Chrift and aceepted him Croſs and #ll, that 
= WM when Sufferings come, we may not fall off 


from him. 
CHAP. Y. 


The ſecond direftion for Suffering, Morti- 
fication of fin; an unmortified man is 
not in a capatity rtoſuffer. We muſt mor- 
5 all ſin, particularly the unbelief of 
he Heart, the Love of the World inthe 
three great Lufls of it ; the Hypocriſy 
inthe Gert” and the vain Superſiition 
that 35 there. 7 


If Yaving diſpatched the firſt DireQion , 
 Tcome to aſecond ; If 'we wovid be | 
in a polture for ſuffering , let us ſeriouſly - 
fet our felves' to mortify fin : There is im 
Chriſtiaris a double contormity to Chriſts / 
Death ; the one ſtands in the mortification | 
of Sin; our old man « crucified with bjim, | 
Rom. 6:6. dying away by a ſecret virtue | 
fromhis Crofs : The other ftands in bear- 
ing che Croſs "or we fill up the affliQ- 
tons of Chriſt, Co/. r. £4. The Sufferings 
of Chriſt in his Natural Body were full;bur 
the Sufferings'of Chriſt in bis MyſticalBody 
ar. daily to be filled up : The firſt confor- 
mity 
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mity makes way for the ſecond: The mor- 
ifyang of inward Luſts,is an excellear'pre- 
parative to the — of outward Suffers 
iogs. Ani unmortified man; that'is un- 
der the power of his Luſts;- is in no fit-ca- 
pacity zo ſuffer for Chriſt : He is a part of 
that Warld that lieth in wickedneſs; the 
Warld will love bini as apart of it ſelf, and 
he will comply with the 'Warld as a part 
doth with the whole ; a little particle: of 
Water will , if.it be -poſſivle, fall into: a 
rounddrop, that it may'anſwer tothe. fi- 
gure ofthe greatQcean whereof it is a part; 
and arj unmortified man.will be All-amode, 
and of the ſamie figure (- be it Pagarior Po- 
pi Idolatry ) with! the: corrupt World ; 
hereqf hes a part ; this compliance will 
be ſuck thar he will have no occaſion+for 
ſufferings , 'ncither is} imaginable for what 
he will foffer from the World: Will he ſuf: 
fer, as good: men-do/., to avoid” thar 
greateſt of evils, $in 7! Thatis it whichhe 
allows and iridulges infiiraſelf , that is'the 
darling of his Soul ; 'the jay of his way; the 
eurrene of his life, the only element 'in | 
which he converſes, and; may he''ſuffer ro 
avoid fuch a thing asthat is? Or! will 'he 
ſuffer to avoid,the greateſt of pyniſtimenrs, + 
Hell and Death ? Nofurely,' in willing his 
Lufts he virtually wils Hell and the tor- 
| Dz merits 
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' ments of it; in aQing his lin, his feer. go 
down todeath , andall the wrathothar is 
rocome ; Or will he ſuffer for God , outot 
Love:to: him , and'reſpe&tto! his glory 2 
It is not 4maginable:, - tharche-ſhould ſuffer 


{or Gad whom he Serves nor; or Love hin 


with the 1dol-1o-his; heart;,; ot: teſpeR his 
viory againſt-whomehe 15>ur atms;, and 
woſe Laws and hanour herrreads down un- 
der-h1s feet :: Or will he ſuffer jor Chriſt his 
Sayiour,,, who died to waſh away bis: Sins 
in his own blood-?-It:15not credible'that he 
ſhould ſuffer for a Chriſt 'whonr dre never 
yetreceived, ortakeuptheyake. of the 
aroſs:when he cafts off the yoke ofthe com- 
mandy/ he cannotbe ſaved 16 bfins no, 
nat by:Chrift himſeli;; the atonibg; blood 
wilkndt: waſh him #bat; wallbves/10':thoſe 
cairppeionsthat arg the:priceof itz: Or will 
heyeffer. tor the: Goſpel ;'He' ttros a deaf 
catxoithe Calls ; viblaves: the ſacred:Coms+ 
miatrds, . caſis awafF the pretious offers of ir: 
and 47 15-not, to be thanght, thati he: will ſl ub 
Fer for-thar! Goſpeb which heifo defpiſes; 
dndregiit would be d:very ſtrange thing for 


hm'tolſuffer; in ſodoing he mutt part with. 


All this Wor'd im which his portion:& total 
fir>iatſhappineſs hes be muſt ;ſuifer the 
ipoyhyng- of his goody-when be hith oo'en- 
gyrmgſtbſtance in-Heaven;; be. areproach 
rn gh +1 among 
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among men.when. he hath no honor with 
God ;. and.calt away a temporal lite -when 


he hath.no citle.to ag eternal one. We ſee 


by theſe things that an unmortified man is 
got. in caſe to ſuffer. for Chriſt. Awake 
therefore O Chriſtian , ſet upon the; work 
=, of Mortification; reſiſt iaward Corruptions 
that. thou. maiecſt ſtand. againſt gutward 
temptations, lay holy reſtraints upon ſin 


that thou maicſt bear a, Guiſon for Chriſt ; . 


die unto ſin that thou maieſt be able. todie 
for the Goſpel; ſet thy heart againſt every 
thing ofConcupiſcence that breaths in thee, 
that there may be nothing to turn thee a- 
ſide from the ſure Religion; caſt our every 
ſecret idol. out of thine heart, that thou 
maiſt not. tall down and. worſhip the our- 


ward Idols in the Woxld; Dothis work ims+ 


)artially ,, do not mortiiy one or two. fins, 
Par all ; Every indulged Luſt is a Traitor 
in. thy boſome,a falſe Byas. upon thy heart, 
Spare.it not. . But togive ſome particular 
inſtances labor to mortity. the ſins follow- 
Ng, 09 


x-Mortify tbe unbelief in thy heart:This 


is the foundation of Apoſtacy, the greateſt 
of {ins., becauſe the. greateſt ſenaration 
from God, it dep.irts from the liugng God, 
Hebr.. 3.1 2.it gzves the lie tg the gue God, 
I, Joh. 5. 10. it blaſts the pretzous Eoſpel , 
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( 38) 
asif it were not.worthy to be obeyed in its 
Precepts, or credited in its Myſteries or 
promiſes. If it totally prevail in the heart, 
there can be no ſuch thing as ner, for 
Religion. To fuch ah unbeliever. Chriſt | 
1s but a Fancy, and the Goſpel but a golden 
dream , for which ſuffering is plainly ridi- 
culous; and ifit be ihthy heart but in ſome 
Jegree» it will in the fame degree weaken 
cc and make thee ready to Nagger at the 

roſs ; Watch therefore over the_unbelicf 
1 thy boſom ; aſſure thy ſelf of this, that 
wh inwardly departs from God will be 
ready 1o depart from him outwardly too ; 
chat witch Secretly gives him the lie will 
ne ready ro deny him openly when ſuffer- 
11g comes : Look narrowly to thy heart, 
ifrhere Ariſe there Scroples touching the 
i4yſteries or Promiſes of the Goſpel', bid 
chem be gone, drivethem out of thy heart 
in the power of the word; theſe come to 
undermine thy Chriſtianity and make thee 
tall ina day of triall If diſtruſts and diffi- 
dential fears disquiet thee , chide thy baſe 
heart, charge it to truſt in thar God that 
neyer'teaves thoſe that are his: When thon 
art ready to fink in the deep waters, call 
to thy fearful heart, ask it, why it doubts, 
the Lord will be with thee to bear thee up 
in his Arms: When thou ſtarreſt at the hers 
| | ESR Furnace, 


_ (39) 
} Furnace, telthy ſelf, that the Lord will 
7 be there in thoſe inward comforts which 
will make outward torments tolerable; ſer 
thy heart to hate and extirpate this curſed 
root of Apoſtacy; expoſt ulate with thy 
Soul , and fay., Hath God let down a Go1- 
| of Grace and Salvation from Heaven to 
us, and ſhall it not be believed ? Hath he 
ven us the two immutable, things , his 
ord and his Qath, and wilr thou yet be 
" ſuch « wretch as nor to believe him ? Hath 
thy Saviour Chriſt ſealed up the Evangeli- 
cal Truth with his own blood, and wilr 
thou be ſo vile as not to ſeal it up by Fait!;? 
Arm and ſtrengthen thy heart againſt un- 
belief, that when the trial comes thou 
moieſt be ready to ſpeak to thy ſoul , as 
Hilarion did , egredere, anima meagegre- 
deve , quid times? quid dubitas ? Go 
out, my foul, Go out , why doſt thoy 
fear or doubt? Heaven i ready for thee , 
and great is thy reward there. 
2. Mortify the Love of the World, the 
three great Luſts mentioned 1. Fo. 2. 16. 
the Luft of the Fleſh, the Luft of the Eyes, 
and the Pride of Life , that is,the incr..- 
nate Love of 'Senſual Pleaſures, Eart:.ly 
Riches,” and Wordly Henour: Thele ti:re 
make the World in the heart , and joyn i'8 
tothe a1tward World to become one with 
| . D 4 it; 


(49) 
it ; Unleſs theſe Concupiſcential Chains be 
broken, we can never be in a poſture for 
ſuffering ; if thou wilt not-part with a lit- 
tle Senſual Pleaſure for Chriſt, thou wilt 
never ſuffer for him; if Luſt blind thee and 


turn thee into a Bruit, thou wilt be too low 


and baſe to be capable of it: He that is mel- 
tedin the fire of Luſt, will nat endure te 
flames of Martyrdome 3 he that makes his 
belly his God will never ſuffer to avoid I- 
dolatry, Iris very obſecvableip the Pro- 
pher, that firſt he tels them, that whore- 
dom, and wine , and new wine take away 
the heart. Hos. 4. 11. and then adds, My 
People ask counſel at therr ſtocks; that is, 
their idols, Verſe 12. A S:nſual man, that 
is unhearted by his Luſts, is much fitter 
to fall down toan Idol, than to ſuffer for 
Religion. Separate thy ſclf therefar- from 
the ſenſuality of the World, that thou raai- 
eſt never fall intorhe Idolatry of it : Put 
away the Cup of Pleaſures, that thou 
maieſt be ina capacity to drink of the Cup 
of Sufferings;the SenſualCup leads to ſtings 
and torments ; but the Suffering one tends 
to the pure Pleaſures that are above. Again, 
if thou wilt not part. with one earthly Ef- 
rate for Chriſt , thou wilt never ſuffer for 
him. When our Saviour bid the young 
man, fell all, he went away ſorrowful.,, 
| —# Math, 
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. 


Cary 


; Maih; 19. 22.S, Cyprian,ſpeaking of ſame 7coltates 


in his time that fell off in perſecution, ſaith, _— 


That their eflates were as chains and fet- ligauernt; 


ters to them; that they could not go and ***jvrant 


; Ph | . Vincula 
ſuffer for Chrifl, The covetous man, who juz core, 


| 45 a mental Idolater,will, if occaſion require, q*#bus vir- 


E 4s Lra7 Tee 


| beanoutward one too, and fall down to a \77 5 


Stock or Stone rather than loſe: his Land. #4 pref, 
If thou wouldeſt be able to ſuffer for Chriſt, © ins 
thou muſt break off the earthlyChains from note” . 
thy ſoul,that, when the Temptation comes 
and thou art offered ,as the bleſſed Martyr 
Zylitia was, to have thy eſtate upon the 

denial of Ghriſt, thou maieſt then be able 

to give the ſame anſwer as ſhe did, Valeat Magd. hift. 
vita, valeant mee facultates; Farewel cent.qcaps 
life, farewel Eſtate : Take heed that thy 22: 
poor ſoul do not hang about Houſes and 

Lands, when thou art called forth to ſuf- 

ter for Chriſt and the pure Religion. Fur- 

tber.if thou wilt not part with thy worldly 

honour for Chriſt, thou wilt never fuff.r 

for him : An.ambitious man will do any 


thing for advancement ; he will bow toan 
{ Idol, that himſelf may be honoured ; he 
' lives upon a blaſt , alittle popular air, and 
{ is too vain and light to ſuffer tor Religion 


: 
, 


nh 
1 
a 1 


| caſt away therefore the love of Mundane 


| of Chriſt; bumble thy ſelt before God, thar 
: vs — thou 


Glory, that thou maieſt bear the reproach 


© 8 
SY 


thowmuieſt be able ro ſuffer for his Truth : 


Count it an; b6neur to ſoffer ſhame for 


Chriſt ; be willing to be reproached for 
hitn who can give thee the Spirit of glo- 
ry. | | | 

_ 2. Mortify the Hypocriſy that is in thy 


boſm ; This fit is the art of ſeeming good-' 


neſs, or vicein a Vizor: Itisby this that 
met perſonate more grace than they have, 
and enlarge their forms ofGodlinefſs beyond 
the power, and make a profeſſion much 
greater than is ever filled up: It is from the 
remaants of this in good men that they 
ſometimes take falſe ſteps, and Squint at 
By-ends, and ſtart afide from God likes 
deceitful Bow: It is from hence rhat the 
Saints now and then faint in their Faith , 
cool in their Love, and halt and make ſtops 
in their Obedience : Watch therefore, O 
Chriſtian, againſt this cloſe evil , confider 
the viteneſs of it , think with thy ſelf how 
greivous a thing :t 15 to be falſe to thatGod, 
who makes all other things true to thee ; 
the Sun to give thee true light, and the 
creatures true nouriſhment ; the blood to 
run right in thy veines and the breath in 
thy noſtrils : loath and abhorr this abomi- 
nable thing , cry to heaven for more truth 
in thy inward parts, labour to have the 


very. power of Religion that thou ot 
- All 
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- I! op thy profeiſion; mourt over thy Falls 


Ind withering Gracey, check thy farting 
heart and charg it to Maintain a firm and 
tlofe adherence to God, fet thy ſelf all 
Pm of waies to root our and extirpate 
he remnants of hypocriſy outof thy heart, 
that, When thou comeſt ro ſuffer for Reli- 
ion , thy Heart triay not decieve thee: 
rath in the Heart is —_— in ern . 
aying , repenting , believing , '6beyin 
whey a] "is fo in ſuffer Fer FRA 
hypocriſy can perſonate all other graces , 
but uſually it tumbles: and diſcovers itſelf 
jn a day of trial; therefore thortify the ſe- 
rret ghil rhar is it thy heart, that thou 
maieſt Rand faſt under the croſs, 
* 4 Mortity the vain ſuperſtition that is 
in the heart: Tris natural ts vs ro deſire 
the ſame thing s the children of Hracl did, 
to have Gods togo before us; to have vi- 
ſible images or pictures of the deity,a pom- 
-pous and ſtately worſhip, a gaudy Relipi- 
on made -up of humane additions and in- 
ventions , and ſuch a way of ſerving God 
as 1s accommodated to ſenſe and framed 
#fter the commandments of men; every 
One 1s ready to think in his falſe keart , 


what Ticonius Taid with his lips, Quod Aue.Contr- 


volumius S.inftumeſt , that which we will 
I holy ; That which in the worſhip of God 
? | = 


Ep. Pare 


min; Lib. 2, 
(4p. L3-. 


is fine and decent, in our.eyes; .isſo in Gods 


too: But conſider with thy ſelf ; he. that | 
places his Religion in ſuch things as theſe , 
may chance tofall.in Love. with that. fine * 


Whore which.is decked with gold and. pre- 
£70us fg Revel. -17..4- He that will 


have a Religion ſutable to Senſe, will hard- 


ly ſtand co that Religion which hath aCroſs 
annexed to it: If the Command of man 
be che reaſon of thy Worſhip , thou wilt 
turn to every Point as that Command doth 
vary: It thou eanſt nod in Superſtition, thou 
had(ſt need watch leſt thou fall into flat Ido- 
latry. Remember , God is a Spirit ; the 
true Worſhippers worſhip i» Jp:irit and 
iruth; and the true Worſhippers will prove 
the true ſufferers; Stand to the pure Wor- 
ſhip, .thou mgieſt not fall into a corrupt 
one: Worſhip God ia Spirit, that thoy 
mateſt neyer fall down to an Idol. 
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:CHAP.: VI, 


; Thethird Direftion for Suffering is the 
'._  *Knowledg of God. An ignorant man 
\ not capable of ſuffering ; neither wilt 
every knowledge ſerve the turn, The 
 Knowledee; that prepares for Suffer- 
ing, muſt be awell-rooted, a right ef- 
trmating, atafting or'ſavouring, a pra- 
Fical or operative Knowledgg, * © 


He third DireQion *for ſuffering is 
-Þ + this , if we would be1n a fit poſtare 
- for {ſuffering we+(-muſt labour after -the 
knowledge of God' afid the things of 
God © An ignotant. man , who-is: a mart 
in ſhape', -but w beaſt in..heart,- isnot-a 
perfor capable *of pious ' Suffering; He 
knows not the Principles of Religion, and 
for what ſhould he ſuffer ? He hath no 
Principles of Grace in him, and how ſhould 
he ſuffer? He is 4n darkneſs*; and to him 
Truth or Errot; 'one . God or: more, pure 
Worſhip or tdolatry , are all one; he'is 
alienated from the life of God, Eph. a; 
x1$. and therefore it is not imaginable that 
he ſhould dye for: God or his Truth : For 


- him to ſuffer for an unknownGod orChriſt, 


is to ſuffer for hs knows. not what. As 
the 
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the Sarnaritaxs worſhipped they knew 
not what; ſo the ignorags man , if he ſut- 
fer, ſuffers for he knows not what, The 
Athenians. had an Altar #o tbe wwknown 
God, Atis+7, 43. and poſlibly they offer- 
ed up other Creztures to:bim : But far a 
man to offer L himſelf as a Sacrifice .co an 
unknown G . 

World when he knows nothing ot better, 
is avery [trang unaccountable. thing. Ler 
us therefore cry after Wiſdom , and lift up 
our voice for Underſtanding : Let us ſeek 


ev as ſilver, and ſearchfor ber as for hid 


Treaſures, as the Wiſeman exborts Prov. 
2+3- 8 4- Let our Prayers aſcend: up t0 
Heayen, to bringther doawn.from theace ; 
and our Endeavors dig: it the (Mineg. of 
Scripture to fetch her up/from:thence,.thac 
io . Cnderſianding may. kegp us s as-it is 


Verſe 11. Knowledge is preſervative. 4g 


him that hath ic; he People: that nary 
their God ſhalt be flrang,,: Dan. 11.224 
The young meu, who hive the w—_ of 


Gad abiding intherd, are rong 1 Joh, 2. 


14 Cnderſiands 4.4 avthh-{prin tfe 
10 him that-hat "4 Prov. th ie | hog 
out1in living Graces, and-ſtrengtheas the 
laner-man;, and prepatesit for a' day of 
trial; only.jtis-to be remembred, that eve- 
ty knowledge will nat do this, but it muſt 


br - 


and ta -part-with all this 
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' be a well-rooted, a righteſtimating, 2 
| raſtingor ſavouring,a practical or operative 
| Knowledge thar doth it.'! | x 
'r. It muſt be a well-rooted Knowledge 
: that will _ us for fuffering, Fob rels 
- Dis Friends, That the root of the matter, or, 
' Cas theoriginal', will bear }#/-r007 of the 
wood was in him, Job ty, 28. He was 
ſorely aflited by God and men, yet he 
held faſt his integrity , becauſe he was not 
4 man of meer Leaves, but had a rovrt of 
Knowledge and Grace io him. It is with 
Chriſtians as it is with Trees , the more 
the Tree is rooted in the ground ,' the fa- 
eritſtands'in a ſtorm ; the 'more a Chri- 
ſtian is rooted in Evangelical Truths', the 
firmer he ſtands in a time of Perſecution- 
Thoſe of the flony ground recerved the 
word with joy , but fell off in' time of per- 
rſecution berauſe they had no root in them 
elves, Math. 33. 21. The Heavenly Truth 
did but lye upon the face of their Hearts ,__ 
and never ſunk into them'to\become a vir« 
tual Principle in them, - The Truth, that 
we would ſuffer for, had not need be a looſe 
Notion, but Truth in the hidden parts , 
faſtned there as anail ina ſure place, ſealed 
vpto the heart by the holy ſpirit , ingraf- 
ted and innaturahzed in the mind that we 
may not letitgo; We had need be grourn- 
ard and ſeiled in thefaith, as the Apoſtle 


\ = ſp-:aks, 
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ſpeaks., Col. r. 23. Grounded as an houſe 
upon.2: ſure Foundation , and- ſetled as a- 
man ſitting faſt in. « Chair: We had need: 
have a good Seripture . bottom, - and be 

firmly.ſeated in the Truth ,* that we. may- 
be capable of ſuffering tor Religion. . Thez 
Scripture tels us,: that there 75 ut one God, 

one only to be worſhipped and ſerved , that 

hu glovy may not be given io another, nor 
hu pranje to graven Images; that: Tadls are 

fitver and gold ; the work of mens hands ; 
that they have mouths and ſpeak not , eyes, 
and-ſee not , ears and hear not, noſes and, 
ſmell-20t , hands and handle noz., feet and, 
walk'nat; thatthe Makers, and. Workhip-: 
pers of chemare like untothem., -as ſtupid: 
as the fenſeleſs#Images ate ; that an Idol. is 
nothing, a thing of no moment-or power ar 
2Y,,; 2, meer nothing-to be it felf made. a. 
God,::or ſo muchas to repreſent one, :-1f 
ſach truths as theſe-(C of; which St. Cyprian 


bath giyena great-Catalogne in his Exhor-, 


ration to Martyrdame.) be-intimately radi- 
cated inthe heart , they wall {treogthen. it 
againſt Idolatry. The glorious: Martyr Ez- 
Latia ſcemed tobe full of them, when in 
her great ſufferings ſhe ſung,:; 4bat 7/s 
Apollo, Venus , werenothing,,..and Max- 
imianus the worſhipper of them. was hint- 
ſ:{f nothing : Qlct us adhere-to the” holy 
truths 


= PE —_— 


Truths in the Word;theſe came down from 
Heaven, andlike their Original are no- 
thing bur pure Truth withour any mixture 
of Error in them ; theſe appear to us ia the 
light of the firſt Truth, and lead to the 
bliſs-making Viſion of him in Heaven ; and 
as we defire to. be there, let us firmly ad- 
here to them, eſpecially to the word of. 
Chriſts Patience ; The Truth that muſt be 
ſuffered for at ſuchat time as this, to that 
we muſt cleave cloſeſt, becauſe in that will 
be the greateſt ſtreſs and trial. Ir is good 
to be ettabl:ſhed in all Truth , but now it is 
in a ſpecial manger necellary to be well fix- 
ed in the Truth that concerns the Pure Re- - 
ligion, which runs very low in the. Chris 
{tian World, while in the mean while the 
Idolatrous one is like to be; triumphant. 
2#1t muſt be a right, eſtimating Know- 
ledge thar will prepare us tor ſuffering , 
| Every Notion of the things of God will nor 
; doir; he, that hath an. high notion of 
them, . # a lvw eſtimation, hath but a 
' knowledge falſly ſo called; he knows them 
not as he ought tro know them , becauſe he 
knows them only to know them , bur not 
to value them: We muſt ſo know them, 
. astorate them abovea World; this is of 
great moment in order to Suffering :. A 
man is capable to ſuffer, or nor, according 
. as his eſtimate of Spirirual things is higher 
| E or 
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or lower. When the Martyr Po/ycarp was 
urged by the Proconſul to deny Chrilt, his 
anſwer was, A potioribus non efſe tran- 
feundum ad pejora; we muſt not paſs from 


better things to worſe. He eſteemed Chriſt 


berter then the World, and therefore he 
ſuffered'tor bim : Bur if he had eſteemed 
the World betrer then Chriſt, he had ne- 
ver been a Martyr: As the eſtimation is 
fo is the man, We know the Evangelical 
Truth, but if we donor rate it higher then 
all the World , we ſhall never be able to 
fuffer for it ; It is indeed in itſelf a glorious 
Beamler down from Heaven , a pure diſ- 
covery of the great Salvation that is in Je- 
fus Chriſt, and in that reſpect incompara- 
bly more worth then all the World ; burif 
we do not fo account it , we ſhall fall from 
it to embrace the World as being better in 
our eyes. It is very remarkable, that 


when the Emperors PrefeQ altured the 


great Baſil tothe Arrian Dodrine, as be- 
ing but a ſmall thing , the holy 'man'af- 


ſwered , That he would not part with one 
[yHable of Scripture, no, not to ſave bs 


life. Such an eſteem of Truth is of excel- 
lent uſe to make a man adhere to itin an 
evilday. We know the pure worſhip, bur 
if we do not prize it above all earthly 
things , weſhall never be able'to fuffer for 


it : Itis in itſelf a thing excceding preti- ' 
; My ous: 
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ous ; itis the choiceſt part of life that is 
ſpent inir ; the honor of God is more im- 
mediately concerned ir) it then in other 
things. That noble Converc Gleacins 
Caracciolus, who left all tor Chriſt, prized 
one days Communion with Chriſt more 
than all the Gold or Silver in tae World : 
And if we can rate it ſo, we ſhall never turn 
aſtde from it to the Idolatrous World, nor 
be carried into fin by the ſtream of the 
Time; Or fay as one going to Maſs did ; 
 Famus ad commiunem errorem; let us-go 
to-the Common Error. We know the Glo- 
ry of Chriſt is to be promoted, but if we 
do not value it above our owh Reputation, 
we ſhall never ſuffer reproach for him. Mo- 
ſes eſteemed the reproach of Chriſt greater 
riches then the treaſures of Ezypt , Hes. 
11. 26. Reproach in itſelf is a vile thing, no 
way eſtimable , but the reproach of Chriſt 
hath-an honor init, and outſhines all the 
glorics of the World. Marſacas, a French 
Souldter , being adjudged with others to 
the Fire, and for his Military ſervice not 
having , as others had, a With put about 7h«an739, 
 hisneck,demands the reaſon why he might [7,57 
: riotbe permitted to wear ſuch a Chain as 
his Fellows did,and to be made of tl;e*fſame 
if[uſtrious order as they wefe of. If we 
have ſuch a Divine Spirit, as this is, in us, 
E z We 


MT OE on, ra, y F 
PI9* tha k 
I % 2 & 5 o_ ; ack] "OR 
ON Poon \ I RES TOM , : WEL 1 x <, ln x ed 0 FEE ix I WII 
” US OI **" Sore do Oe Don BY Yet ay ITS + A "ies PEE nt ed 45 rg 
CE er Iris es Oo Cr gt ne ao RE IE AP TEL TY et LOT 99.2 
n 1 4 a 
” 8 PTY. >. i ed "Y - _ STEP 


wee® 


27 PU 1" 4m 1 EDT aging 
* EN = 


' 


Tae. 
I X64, 
_ pin - pe: 


© ned." 
To SS 
<del a. 


Fs 4 
— 


OE IRIS 
"ag 
perm 


Treat. of 
Faith. cap. 
9. 


ade ot na. on Oe Er IS ttt DEEDS etece ett REEL ob: Eight Eros WES 4. ef! 
” AO 0 ES; © 1 Y A e's . Wo , Y : Po SD £0 
Ko 5 W ;. KI NG ” 
| J 


we ſhall count in an high honor to ſuffer 
reproach for Chriſt, A right eſtimation 
of things, is an excellent help to bear ſuf- 
fcrings tor Religion, 

3. It muſt be a taſting or Savouring 
Knowledge that will prepare us for ſuffer- 
ing. It zs the taſte of God's Word ( faith 
Dr. Jackſon) that ſweetens ſufferings 10 us, 
and makes us couragions to adveninre sf 
on all difficulties that ave objefted to de- 
ter as from entring into the land of Pro- 
”iſe; Such ſpeculative conceits of the 
Food of Life as we may find in the School- 
men, are of as little force to 1nflame our 
hearts with longing after that Heavenly 
Kingdom, as Poetical Deſcriptions of far 
Countries, are to make us undertake their 
Conqueſt : We muſt have Knowledge and 
Senſe, Phil. x.9, Theory and Experience 
roo, to make us ſtand in the evil day ; we 
muſt 7aſf and ſee that the Lord &« gracious , 
that we may be able to ſuffer for him. A 
ſpiritual reliſh of the ſweet ſtreams otGrace 
that flow from him, is a choice prepara- 
tive to make us take and drink of the bitter 
Cup. Golteſchalcus ſuffered a cloſe impri- 
ſonment for twenty years together, meerly 


for preaching up the Doctrine of Grace; 


and 1t is without queſtion, that he had 


not a meer Notion, but an exp=rimental 
taſte 
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taſte of it in his Suffering : Many have the 
Knowledge of Chriſt in a way of Specula- 
tion, but we mult have the Savour ot his 
Sweet Ointments upon our heart that we 
may follow him into Suffering. We had 
need feel the ſweetneſs of his blood in the 
calms of Conſcience , that we may Shed 
our own blood for him : Let us not con- 
tent our ſelves to have Chr.ſt only in our 
Bibles, but endeavor to have a proof of 
him in cur Hearts; a proot of his ſweet- 
ſmelling Sacrifice in our inward peace; a 
proof of his rich Anointings in our ſupplies 
of Grace : The experience of Chriſtin us, 
is a ſtrong encouragement to ſuffer for him. 
He that hath a Chriſt only in Notion, will 
fall off from him, bur he that hath a tried 
Chriſt will hardly leave him. 

4. It muſt be a Knowledge practical and 
operative in the life, that will prepare us 
for ſuifering: A meer notional Knowledge 
of Chriſt is not a right one : He that ſaith, 
Itnow him, and keepeth not his commanda- 
ments, tu aliar, andihe truth « not iu 
him , 1, Joh.2. 4. Such an one contradias 
himſelf; his Converſation gives the lie to 
his Profeſſion ; the Truth is not in kim in 
a praQtical way ; his Knowledge is but a 
Flaſh, a vaniſhing Vapor, that gives no 
vital influence ro his life ; he will not do 
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other Commands, much leſs will he zake 
ep ihe Croſs, which is a Command more 
grievous to Senſe then others are. He, that 
would be prepared for Sufferings, muſt 
Jabor for ſuch a knowledge as gives a proof 
of itſeltin holy Obedience:Doing is a good 
preparative :or ſuffering; he that ſincerely 
doth other Commands, will take ap his 
Croſs too , that being a Command as well 
as others: He, that indeed 1s ſubjet ro 
Gods commanding W1ll, will be ſubzed to 
hzis diſpoling one too, which orders the 
coming ot the croſs to us : It1s the attive 
Chriſtian that will , if occaſion terve, be 
paſſive. Our Saviour Chriſt doth notably 
ſet forth what kind of Chriſtians will ſtand 
in time of Perſecution , and what will fall: 
He.thar heareth his ſayzngs and doth them, 
builds upon the rock, and when the florm 
comes, he ſtands faſt, becauſe he 1s foun- 
ced upon the Kock , Math. 7. 24. 25. that 
!5, he:s {ounded upon Chriſt by Faith and 
Ocecience; and 1n the Storm he continues 
upon, 1:im by Parttence;; the Rock bears 
him up 254 part of itſel! : But he that hear- 


eth Chriits {a14i/ngs, and doth them not , 


X 


builds fon the find, and when the florm 
comes, he tals. Veri. 26227. Becauſe he 
1 11p0on the Sand; he hathno truc Founda- 
tzos for Lis Reiivion , he never did dig 

decp 
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deep enough to come to Self-denial, and 
therefore in the Storm, his fall is very 
great , heand his Religion utterly perth ; 
as when 2 houſe is broke up from the very 
Foundation, ora Tree is blown up by the 
Roots, Therefore if we would ſtand firm 
and unmovyable in a Storm, let us labor to 
have Such a lively and operative Know- 
ledge of Chriſt, as may diffuſe itſelf into 
an univerſal Obedience to his precepts: He, 
thatenyres himſelf ro do theWillofGod,will 
be ready ,, when the Croſs comes, to take 
it up, and fay, Thu « theWillof God ioo 
and muſt be done. 

To conclude, that we may have this ex- 
cellent Knowledge , we muſt not only read 
the holy Scriptures, bur with Zuing/ing, 
look up to Heaven for that holy Spirit thar 
is able to lead us into all Truth, and to 
ſeal it upon cur hearts for cyer. 
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' CHAP. VII. 


The fourth direftion for Suffering # pre- 
tzous Faith ; Thu hath airiple reſpett ; 
areſpeit to God, hu proviaence, Power, 
and Grace: Avreſpet to Chriit, as a 
propitiation, a Pattern, an Head and 
Helper: Areſpett tothe Promiſes; the 
Promiſes of Gods Preſence , the Promit- 
ſes of ( onfirmation , the Promiſes of a 
good ſue. © 


THe fourth Dirc&ion 1s this. if we 

| would bein a fit poſture for Suffer- 
ing ,. we muit labour aſter a pretious Faith: 
A Dogmarical Faith will not do it ; the 
Devil himſelf, whois the Chief Agent in 
Perſecution, hath ſuch a Faith; ncither 
will a temporary Faith do it, this is but a 
meer bloſſom , that jalsoff in a ſtorm of 
Perſecution ; it muſt be a pretious Faith, 
a Furnace Fatth , that will endure the fiery 
Trial: This is the Apoſtles p:@& , Shreld. 
Iike a coor, broad enough to cover the 
Soul and all its Graces, Eph.6. 16. this is 
to be taken above all other pieces of Spiri- 
tual Armor ; it is eminent among the Gra- 
ces as the Sun 1s among tne Planets: Ir 1s 
tne great conquering Grace; all other Gra- 
Ces 
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{ ces actin conjunion with it. In the ele> 

* venth Chapter tothe Hebrews , ſtiled by 

- ſome thelittle Book of Martyrs, the Saints 
: are brought in doing and ſuffering great 

' things , but all is aſcribed to Faith, as the 

Captain-grace ofall the reſt, the firſt mov- 

. er tO other Graces : It works by Love,and 

not only ſo but by Meekneſs , Obedience, 

Patience, running like blood ahd Spirits 

in every part of the: New-creature, Faith 

hath a triple reſpe&t, to God, to Chriſt , 
to the Promiſes, and in each of theſe it is 

of ſingular uſe in order to ſufferings. 

I. Faith hath a reſpe@t to God; it makes 
its approaches to him , nay, it fixes the 
the Soul in him as in its Center. Hence it 
is that the righteous fears no evil 1idings, 
| becauſe his Heart &s fixed, trufling in the 
Lord, Pal. T12. 7. The word rowles a+ 
bour, but he by faith ſtands faſt in the un- 
moveable God. Hence it is that the Church 
becomes unmoveable too, God & in the 
midſt of her , ſhe ſhall not be moved, Pſal. 
| 46.5. There are three things in God which 
Faith fixes upon in order to pious Suffer- 
ing. 
| b Faith fixes upon his Providence. The 
| Stoick could ſay, That there was no living 
' in a World empty of God and Providence t 
Much more may the Chriſtian that is toſſed 
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upand downin a perſecuting Werld , fay 
ſo. But his Faith tels him , that perſecu- 
tion comes not by Chance, Man rages, but 
God reigns : The World is as a tempelſt- 


uous Sea , but God fits at the Sterne and 


governs all : He limits the fury of Perſe» 
cutors; the wrath of man ſhall praiſe him; 
the remainder of wrath , ( or as itis in 
the original ) the remainder of wraths he 
will reflrain Pſalm. 76. xo. He lets out 
wrath in the ſingular number, and reſtrains 
wraths in the plural; nothing of it comes 
torth but what is permitted; nothing of 
it is Hermitted but the minor part only. He 
itis that orders the ſufferings of the Saints: 
Senſe indeed fees only the outward Confu- 
ſion , but Faith knows , that there is a 
live , a Divine Order init : Senſe looks at 
the wicked hands that are red with the 
blood of lanocents , but Faith looks at the 
holy hand that is in it : This is one thing , 
that bears up good men, that their Father 
in Heaven diſpoſes of all, When Atizla 
called himſelf, Flage/lum Dez , the ſcurge 
of God ; Lupus bid him come and do as he 
pleaſed, When Chriſtians by Faith look 
on Perſecutorsas the rod and ſtaff in Gods 
hand, they are ready to Subjed themſelves 
tothe Croſs: It s better, if the will of 
God te ſo, that ye ſuffer for gs Z 

then 
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l (59) 
than for evil-doing, 1. Pet, 3, 17. That in- 
terpoſed phraſe ( if he willof God be ſo ) 
is very remarkable 'to Beltevers: were 
there nothing in their Sufferings but rhe 
Will of bloody men, they would bear them 
more hardly and unwillingly ; but becauſe 
the Will of the good God ts there, they en- 
dure them more eaſily and freely then o- 
therwiſe they would do: They know very . 
well that God will turn all to good; his 
ends are far other then thoſe of Satan and 
his Inſtruments. Our Saviour tels the 
Church of Smyrna, that the Devil ſhould 
caft ſome of them into Priſon, that they 
might be tried, Rev. 2.10.In which words 
it 15 tobe obſerved, that Gods endis joined 
unto Satans aft: Satan would have them 
'jn Chains , but God would try them thar 
| their Graces might come forth as gold out 
* of the fire. The /(yrian Monarch meant 
tocutt off Nations not a ſew, Eſay. 10, 7. 
: but God meant to chaſtiſe hu People, and 
! then 7o 4urntbe Rod, Verl. 12, & 17. He, 
' that by Faith can ſee the holy Land and 
ends of God in Perſecution , will be ready 
to ſuffer under it. 
; 2, Faith fixes vpon his Power. When 
Shadrach, Meſhach and Atednego were 
' threatned with a fiery Furnace for not wor- 
| ſhipping the Golden Image , their anſwer 
was 
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was, Our God is ableto deliver us, Dan. 
3. 17,Perſecutors may be ſtrong, but Faith 
aſſures the Soul that God is much ſtronger, 
and can deliver his People; nay, and will 
do it alſo; not, as thoſe three Worthies 


were, ina viſible manner, yet in an in- : 


viſible one-: Suffering Saints, have ever 
found by experience that thePower of God 
hath bore them up 1n their Sufferings. 
When Celoceriws, in the Perſecution un- 
der the Emperor Adv:ian, ſaw the ſupports 
and patience that Fauſtina & Fobita had 
m their ſufferings for Chriſt, he cried out, 
Vere magnus Dewus Chriſtianorum ; the 
God of it!< Chriſtians 1s truly great. When 
Fuſlin Martyr ſaw the Martyrs cheerfully 
dying for their Religion, he thereupon fell 
off frora Plato's School to Chriſt: St, Paul 
the great experienced Sufferer, exhorts 
Timothy to be partaker ofthe Afﬀictions of 
the Goſpel, accord:ng to the power of God, 
2 Tim, 1. 8, that is he ſhould ſuffer nor in 
his own power, but in God's. Think thus 
with thy ſelf , O Chriſtian, God can and 
will give ſuch internal Supports and Com- 
forts as ſhall more then counterpoile all thy 
Sufferings for him : Fix thy Faith upon 
his Power, and thou canſt not fail in the 
Trial, Y 
. 3. Faith fixes upon his Grace and mercy; 

: Men 
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# Men are cruel, but God is gracious and 
7 merciful to his People at all rimes , but ef- 
2 pecially in a time of Trial: He chuſes them 
7 znthe Furnace of Aﬀiittion , Eſay. 48. 10. 
: When men reprobate them as the off-ſcour- 
: ing of all things, then God doth as it were 
chuſe them afreſh;I meanghis electing love, 
which was in his heart towards them, as 
 earlyas eternity it ſelf, doth then break 
out in freſh as of Grace towards them. St. 
. Paul tels the Philippians, that it was free- 
ly gzven to them zu the behalf of Chriſt not 
only to bdikgve on him, but to ſuffer for hy 
ſake, Phil. 1,29, Faith which 1s the firſt 
- guiſt, and Suffering which is the laſt in this 
life, do both iſſue out from the Fountain 
of Grace, Caſt thy ſelf, O Chriſtian, upon 
: the Grace and Mercy of thy good God;thar 
Grace, which cals, juſtifies, fanifies thee, 
- will alſo give thee the guift of ſuffering ; 
' that mercy , which ſpares thee in-thy or- 
dinary duties, will in a time of Suffering, 
: be indulgent over thee in a more rhen or-' 
' dinary manner: The mercy of God will be 
' upon us according as we truſt in him ; the 
' ſweeteſt Strains of Mercy are reſerved for 
; the higheſt afts of Faith, which are ſeen 
- more 1n Sufferings then in other things, It 
| we carry Faith with us ioto Priſons and 
fiery Furnaces, Goodneſs and Mercy will 
« | follow 


— IS - b 
ant 0 15 1222, ape W . po 
reed —_— ON ns >< o . 


9 
m—_ 
ee ae wy 
» 


S 
NY BG —— x , | , 
BL OUS \ INT " OPS OSS. RM nn i. " < K : x0 Oo Fuiged $.2% «50% 
CEE OY CO Re ITY oa 3 SLUR SOS egg TS on IE WRC, - 
. ix CES EE ID 


4 L kw 
as v6 by. 3» oy. 
” " PR nn 
7 ” » ” Rx 
lng EH, 4 ) 2 » # 
mt 


Om re IEA, A EEO AS ow Heil Ao GPS. ft SALES CREE tate <_—_— ___ 


m— 
OS ea ACE II er HG? 1 ents hoe Ts os 


* ny y INT. «&" 
ea 2 OR Ur neg eg: wy - . 
BAEGE + dh » . 
—__ "oo .- uy 
NE A en oe ———— 


nad ——_ wr been. Tt Pet: EO IIDE: 7 LR At: pg than 1. 2 dd dr tc 2 
2, TIPS 2 OPS . £ 4 
<7 ILAN : 4p 
mI 
; 


follow us thither in an.eminent way, Faith: 
hath a reſpe@h to Chriſt,, it comes, to him. 


as toa Center of reſt, receives. him: as. a 
pretious guift, leans on.him as a ſure-foun- 
dation; nay, inovrwea, it individuates and 
appropriates him to the Soul. There are 
three things in Chriſt which Faith looks to 
1n order to: Suffering. - 
r. Faith looks to him as a Propatiation : 
Tt hides in his Wounds, as in the: clefts of 
che Rock; it waſhes the ſoul in that atoning 
blood that cleanſes from all ſim, Hereby 
the Ciriſtian is ſo ſtrengthned 1n the Inner- 
man that he. can g/ory. z3n. Tribulations, 
Rom. 5. 3. The World perſecutes, but he 
hath peace with God; man hates, but.he 
hath the Love of Godin his Heart ; Suffer- 
ings may come, but. they fall 'only upon 
the outward man; theres no ſting within, 
nor guilt preſſing upon Gonſcience. When 
Luther was in fear of an. Apoplexy , he 
cried out, Fers, Domane., feri, paratus 


ſumzquias peccats abſolutus;i{trike, Lord , 
ſtrike, Tam ready, becauſe abſolved trom 


Sin, A Chriſtian, that is waſhed from fin 
in the blood of Jeſus, may bear. the-perſe- 
cuting ſtroke ; he hath refrigerimm. Chri- 


fiz, a ſweet refreſhment from Chriſt's A+ 


tonement in that inward peace, which rs 
made by it in Conſcience. | 
2, Fartlr 
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2, Faith looks to Chriſt as a Pattern;H@ 
is nor only a Propitiation to be truſted'in, 
bur a Pattern to be imitated by us: He 


ered for us , leaving us an example 
[en we ſhould follow by fleps, 1 Fr "46h 


Whom ſhould we follow but our Lord.and 


S1viour? How can we Spare our own blood, 
if we be waſliced in his? He dr yok. u the 
bitter Cup to ths bottom , a6 {þ wel es 
not take ſome drops of it ?: He bore a 
wrath of God tor us , and ſhall we not hear 
the wrath of man for him? He learned o- 
bedience by the things which he' ſuffered, 
and how much more ſhould we poor Crea- 
tures do ſo? He ehtred by ſuffering into 
glory ; and why ſhould we dream of ano- 
ther way thither? If we would be ready. to 
ſuffer, let us look unto Jeſus the Author 


: and Fintſher of olty Faith, who for the joy 
that was ſet before him,endured the Croſs , 


: noble Alzearins,, being asked , how he ys Ta. 
could ſo patiently bear i injuries , anſwered ers 


deſpiſing the ſhame ; Let us conſider him, 
hh x ad ea contradiftion ofe ſinners 
againſt himſelf, leſt we be weary and 
faint in our minds, Hebr. 12. 2, }, The 


| thus; Ga uuerto me ad injuries Chriſti , I 


x 


oo% 
L 


eurq me tothe injuries done to my Saviour. 
Weuſt look to Chriſt's Croſs, that we 


* may bear our own it being now, no longer 


meer 


D a Adds, Was a - 


TRAN --. 
meer ſuffering, but ſanQRikied by the ſuffer- 
ings cf our Saviour. LOS 


3- Faith looks to Chriſt as an Head and 
Helper : Heis nota meer Pattern, but an 


Head and Helper too; Were there, no 0- 
ther ſupporting Grace for the Saints but 
that little in their own boſome,tiiey might 
expect to fail in the Trial ; but there is an 
ioexhauſtible Fountain 'of Grace in: their 
Head in Heaven , and that will bear them 
- fn all their Sufferings, This made Sr. 


aut glory in Perſecutions , becauſe the 


Power of Chriſt would reſt #pon him ; and 
when he was weak in himſelf, he was 
ſirong im that, 2. Cor. 1%. 9, 10. St, Cypri- 
an,ſpeaking of Chriſt in rhe Martyrs,faith, 


Epiſt.9. ad CESARE CHE — ET $54 She 
Ah Qui pro nobis mortem ſemel vicit , ſemper 


wIncit in nobs; he that once overcame 
death for vs, alwais overcomes it- in us : 
This the Martyr Blandiza, though weak 
in body, | 
upin he midſt of Torments by the Pow 

of Chriſt, and finding 4 freſh refreſhment ; 


as often as ſhe ſaid, Chriſtiana ſum, Tam 


a Chriſtian. © The ſame was ſeen in, the 
Martyr Sant7us , who bore various. Tor- 
ments above al] humane Strength, becauſe 


he was bedewed and confirmedout of the , 


Celeſtial Fountain of Irving water flowing 
down from Chriſt. Whatever thou doeſt,O 
; Chriſtian 
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' found by expericnce, Deas. | 


"06). 
Chriſtian, be fiire to apply thy ſelf by 
Faith unto the neverfailing Fountain of 
Grace in him, that thou mayſt have ſuch 
Supplies of Grace , as miay beat theeup in 
2 anevil day. 
” _ 3-Faith hath areſpe tothe Promiſes | ; 
' Theſe are the Breaſts of Conſolation , the 
* Channels in which the Grace in Gods heart 
: flows down to the Sons of men: Here the 

Chriſtian may provide himſelf with Cordi- 
; als againſt the time of ſuffering. I ſhall 
: here only mention three kinds of Promi- 

ſes, for Faith tolive upon in a day of Trial: 

_ xr. Faith muſtlive upon the Promiſes of 
© Godsgratious Preſence : God tels his Peo- 

: ple, that he will be with them in the fire 
| and in the water , Eſay. 43- 2, thatis, in 
all danger and calamities whatſoever; nei- 
: ther ſhall this Preſence be. {or a litrle wo 
only, but conſtant and perpetual : 

' il] never leave them ; nor forfake Flog 

: Hebyr. 13. 5. This is a choice comfort to 
{ 500d men;that injTribulations they are! not 
{left alone , bur God is with them. St. 
 FPaul had experience of this; all men for- 
ſook him, but God ſtood with him and 
\ftrengthned him , 2. Tim. 4. 16, 17, The 
| *Preſence of God was to him more then a 

{World and able to ſupport him 3gainit all. 
{his Adverfaries. St. Te , ſpeaking of 
2 ; the 
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was not a mecr ſpectator 1n their ſvffer- 
ings, but ipſe InfFatur in nobs, ipſe con- 
congreditur , ipſe in certamine coronat , 
pariter © coronaiuyr ; he ſtrives in us, he 
encounters our adverſaries, he crowns us 
in the Battcl.,and is himſeli crowned there- 
in. Let us there!ore by Faith reſt upon the 
. . %. 

promiſe of Gods Preſence, and aflure our 
hearts hat he will be with us in our Suffer- 
ing: Allthe Promiſes of God are Tea and 
Amen in Chriſt , and his being Inmanuel, 
God withus in the humane Nature, is a 
Pledge to the Saints, that God will be with 
them in their Suffcrings for him. 

2. Faith muſt live upon the promiſes of 


' Confirmation. The Apoſlle tels the Co- 


rinthians, That God ſhall confirm them 
untothe end; and adds this as a reaſon . 
God « faithful by whom ye are called into 
the fellowſhip of hu ſon Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lorg, 1,Cor. 1. 89. God doth as it were 
pawn his faithfulneſs upon it, that they 


being once brought into union with Chriſt, 


ſhall never fall off, but be confirmed unto 
theend: The gates of hell: ſball never pre- 
vail againſt them;they ſhall be kept through 
faith unto ſalvation ; nay , andtheir Faith 


ſhall be kept too. Chriſt aid net only pray 


for Peter, that his Faith fail not ,- but he 
prays 
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prays ſo for all the faithful : Oh how eom- 
fortable are ſuch promiles to the Saints / 
Let us by faith lay up theſe rich Cordials 
in our hearts to keep up from jainting in 
Perſecution, 

2- Faith mult live upon the Promiſes of 
a good Ifſue : All the paihs of the Lord 
are mercy and truth to hs people, F{al. 
23.10. All things ſhall work together for 
their good , Ron. 8.38. Periecutions'and 
all. God aitcrs tac property of his Peoples 
AfMfiidions , and by an Almighty Alchimy 
turns Drofs into Gold ; he makes perſecu- 
tion turn to the refining of the Saints Gra- 
ces, and to the glorifying ot his own great 
name: Q/ what great good things doth 
he bring out of evil? How much of his Love 
and faithfulneſs may be ſeen in the Croſs ? 
Let us therefore tix our. hearts upon ſuch 
promiſes, that, paſſing through rhe thery 
Trial, we may ſee the g69d end the Lord 
makes of 1r. 
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CHAP. VII. 


(OR 


The fift Direfion for Suffering, is Love 

to God,and Chri(t. Love to God, ſuch as 
value him deſire him, delight in him, 
and will and endeavour to ſerve and 
honour him ; Love to Chriſt, fuch as va- 
lue him, deſire him, delight in him, 
and will and endeavour to ſerve ang 
honour him. 


He fiſt DireQion is this; if we would 
be in a fit poſture for ſuffering , we 
muſt ger a ſincere Love to God and Chriſt ; 


opti St. Auftin ſaith , That two Loves made 
cap-28, two Cities;the Love of ſelf made the Earth- 


ly City, the Love of God makes the Heaven- 
ly one; the perſecutor dwels inthe one, and 
ihe Martyr inthe other, There is an aſ- 
ſimilating efficacy in Love whereby it caſts 
oe roy the mind into the Mould of the thing be- 


e;6 Dem, loved ; If thou love Earth, thou art Earth ; 
94i4ni 4i- if thou Love God, thou art partaker of 


 *wen D's 1116 Divine Nature, and doſt reſemble God 


. Aug. : 
*% 'F himſelf, The greateſt impediment to pious 


ſuffering is the Love of the World and ſelf; 
and the greateſt preparative to it is the 
Love of God and Chriſt. TI ſhall firſt ſpeak 
of love to God, as a preparative thereun- 

2 ro; 
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AC 99 2: | 
to; and then of Love to Chriſt as ſuch. 

1, Loye to God is a preparative to ſuf- 
fering : If we love him above all things.,no 
outward Object will draw us from him; 
it we love him with all the heart, no in- 
ward Luſt will make us fall from him.Love 
to him tands in four things; eath of which 
will diſpoſe us to ſuffer for him. 

1, Love to him ſtands in an high valua- 
tion of him ; it eſteems him to be ſuch an 
one as he 15 ſet forth in Scripture: To be the 
only wiſe God, the only Potentate, the 
only Que that # good ; to be all theſe efſen- 
tially, fontally, ſfupereminently: He, that 
hath ſuch an eſtimate of him, will be ready 
OF 


the only Wiſe , . weakneſs toleave 
the only Potentate, miſery to leave the 
only Good ; And how can he leave ſo excel- 
lent an Objea? toſuch an one it is pru- 


-dence to adhere to the only Wiſe, ſtrength 


to adhere to the ozly Potentate, happineſs 
toadhere to the only Good; And how can 
he chyſe but adhere to him? It was the 
ſaying of an Ancient, Tum digne Deun in 


* 


xr for him; To ſuch an one itis folly pe | 


ne x 


egftimamus cum ineſtimabilem dictmus 5 905: 


then we rightly eſteem God, when we zc- 
count him ineſtimable. Eſtates, Bodies: 
Lives may be. valued, but he 1s infiniteiy 
beyond all eſtimation: All creatures are 
E2 but 
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in compariſon ofhim ; Iris a juſt debt we 
owe to tim, torate him incomparably a- 
bove all things , and in fo doing the Soul 
it ſelf is ennobled and made fit to ſuffer tor 
him; As a man by valuing the World a- 
bove itſ:1f, b:zcomes baſe and brurtiſh, and 
like the Beaſts that periſh; ſo a man by 
eſtimating God above all things , *becomes 
heroical and Divine, and like ihe Angels 
that Jive altogether upon him: Such an one' 
is able to part with life in the Channel, to 
have it in the Fountain ; to let go all other 
things, to have allin the one All-ſuffictent 


God. | 
2. Love to God ftands in holy D fires 
aſter him; 1t makes the foul pant after bim; 
Dulciſima a5 the Heart panteth after theWaterbrooks, 
Deo 29:45 gn go'out of itſelf in holy anhelations af- 
- Y fer union with him : Such is the Heavenly 
anuiſcerari, property of ir, that it aſpires to be one 
Carta. - Spirit with him , to have 7dem Ville and 
- idem Nolle, to will as he wills. and nill 
as he nills; and when once our Wills are 
meltedinto his; every thing that comes 
from him will be welcome to us, Though 
Fleſh and Blood may cry out of Suffering , 
asa very hard thing, yet Love will fay:, 
that nothing can be wiſer or better then 
thar which our Father orders and lates a 
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C71) 
for us. Ifdefire after God as the ſupream 
good once put our Souls into motion, we 
ſhall follow him not into Ordinances only , 
but into Sufferings alſo : His gratious Pre- 
ſence is in both; In Ordinances ir is in a 
good meaſure, but in Sufferings, which 
are the higheſt Services on Earth, it is in 
a more eminent manner. God doth not 
barely ſay to his afflicted people, IT am 
with thee; but I will ſtrengthen thee; yea, 
Iwill help thee;yea, Twill uphold thee with 
the right hand of my Righteouſneſs; Eſay. 
41.10. many words are heaped up together 
toimpart the excellency of his preſence 
with them. Olet our hearts burn within 
us with ardent d-:fires after him., that we 
may be able to bear the fiery Trial at its 
coming. 
3. Loveto God ſtands in an holy Com- 
lacence in him;it makes theSoul reſt upon 
Lim as Noah's Dove did upon the Ark, and 
Center in him as in the ſupream Godd. 
Holy deſires end in inward ſatisfaction ; 
David thirſting after God comes to have 
his ſoul ſatisfied as with marrow and fat- 
neſs, Pſal. 63. 5, And Chriſtians that 
breathe after him, come to have ſweet 


. ſpiritual joys and delights, taſts of Heaven 
and drops from the pure rivers of pleaſures. 


that are abovz : Theſe are able to: ſweeten 
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the bittereſt ſufferings. It js ſaid of the | 
Theſſalonians, that they recerved the | 
word in much aff; ion with joy of the ho- | 


ly Ghoſt. x Theſſal. i. 6. The Goſpel doth 
not go alone, bur Attictien accompanies 
it ; n<ither will affliction go down alone , 
but the joy of the holy Ghoſt ſweetens1t : 
The bleiſed Martyrs have experimentally 
tound theſe divine joys in tneir hearts. It 1s 


Magg.hiſt, ſaid of A/exander the Mart) r , famous for 


his Love to God, that ne i7germuit, he 


Chapr.12. djd not ſo much as fetch a groan in the 


midſt of i;is Torments ; and doubtleſs he 
had firong conſolations within tp þear 
him up in his Sufferings, The Martyr 
Alger:us being in priſorr wrote thus; 29 7he 
dark Dungeon I find a Paradiſe of Plea- 
ſure; in a place of ſorrow dwells tranquil- 
lily; in ay Infernal Cave I have jcy of Soul: 
O how good is the Lord ! How eaſy and 
ſweet hex yoke! Such Hroavenly Cordials 
wall bare up Chriſtians 1n the greateſt tri- 
als: Olet us labour to dclight our ſouls 
in God, that we may be able to ſuffer for 
1M. | 
4. Love to God ſtands in an holy Benee 
volence towards him; it delivers and ſur- 
rencers up the whole man to him; it wills 
and endeavors ( fo tar as a poor Creature 
can toan Inhinue Creator )to bring all ſer- 
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vice and glory to him. Thug 7he 24. elders 
$ fel dvwn before him and caſt down their 
- 7} crowns, ſaying Thou art worthy ,O Lord, 
1 to Yecerue gtory 4 and honour 5 and power, 
S 3 Revel. 4. 10, 11, renoyuncing themſclves 
they re{crr ail that they have and are to 
: 7 himalone: This 1s an excellent Topars- 
' 2} tive to Suffering. If we ' would indeed 
| 2 ſerve him, we muſt be willing to ſuffer for 
+ him; for that is the higheſt Service that 
: cap be doneto lim on earth : If we would 

' indeed glority him , we muſt be ready to 

| Suffer for him; ior that 1s the greateſt glory 

: that we can poſſibly give unto him ; there- 

! in wedo practically declare toall theWorld, 

* that God isour All, Riches, Honours, Rela- 
Nions, Life itſelf, are as nothing to him, O 
{let us labor to ſurrender upour ſelves to him 
{in ather things,that we may'not fail tomake 
: the greateſt ſurrender of all in Suffering. 
' 2, LovetoChriſlt 15a preparative to ſut- 
fering : Ignatius ( whoſe Motto was, Amor 
"mewus crucifixus , My Love was crucified ) 
{would ſuffer any thing for Chriſt, The 
:MartyrFe/icit4 was ſo 1n love with Chriſt, 


;rha t ſhe would not only ſuffer herſelf, but 


ed 
> ate 48 Bebe 


*Love to Chriſt ſtands in four things, each 
*of which will diſpoſe us to ſuffer for him. 
| 2, Lovetco Chrill ſtands inan high Va- 
luation 


Magd-hift. 


| | * Cenr. 2. 
{have her ſeven ſons ſuffer for him alſo. cp.:z; 
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luatioh of him; it eſteems him altogether 
pretious : Pretious in his Perſon, being 
Immanuel , God and man in one ; pretious 
in his atoning ſufferings, which ( being b 

his Deity elevated into a kind of infinity 

were Enough to pay for the ſin of a World; 
pretiousin his holy words; his Myſteries 
dep ngpas , his Commands reQitude , 
his Promiſes Grace : pretious in the rich 
Treaſures of Grace, which are in him, and 
everflowing out towards Believers ; He 
that thus eſteems of hic: will be ready to 


ſuffer for him. To leave his 'atoning ſuf- 


ferings 1s to run into Hell ; to leave his 
words is to run ifhto all Error ; toleave his 
Treaſures of Grace is to run into Spiritual 


Poverty: And how can we leave him? To : 


adhere to his Atonement 1s peace and com- 
fort ; to adhere to his Words is to keep the 


way of life ; to adhere to his Treaſures of 7 


Grace, is to have continual influences of 
grace from him: And how can we chuſe 
but adhere to him ? St. Paz! counted all 
things Zroſs and dung for him , Phil. 3.8. 
vt. Cyprzan , in his Exhortation to Martyr- 
dome,pives this as one rule, that we 
ſhould n:hil Chriſto preponere , prefer 
nothing before Chriſt, To eſteem any 
thing better then him, is the way to turn 
Apoſtate; but to eſteem him better cr 

| : all, 
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7 ingsand Afflitions for him. The Martyr ,,, big 
' 2 Gordins had fuch an ardent Love to Chriſt. cear.g. ” 
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=!l, is the way to ſtandin a day of Trial. 

3 2. Love toChriſt ſtands in holy defires 

fafter him; it cauſes a man tolong and faint 

Jtor him, and, as one in extremity, to cry 

zout, Give me Chrift, or elſe I dye : With- 

zout rhe laver of his blood, I dye inmy 
{ſins ; without the fapplies of his Grace, [- 
:dye in my wants: O/ that T may have him! 
[the Spouſe in theCanticles was ſick of Love, 

:langurſhing and ready to fall into a Spiritu- 
! al SWoon with her paſſionate defires after 
: him and his gratious Preſence; nothing in 
? attthe World could cure or ſartisfie her, byt 
4 kis aV-defirable ſc}f. That foul that truly 
z deſifeth Chriſt , doth not defire al:nd 
* prater illumi, aliud tangnarns iHum, alind 
# poft : lam, any rhing beſides him,any thitp 
| equally xo him; *any thing after him: Such 
2 an ardor and holy flame of Love, as this is; 
* 15 an extarical thing ; it makes a 'man go 
' out of himſelf ro feck after him ; it will 
; ſell all for him, and, like thoſe virgin 
z ſouls, Revel: 14. 4. follow him whithey- 
* ſoever he goeth; not only into the Banque- 
; tiog-houfe of Ordinances, but into Suffer- 


thar he was ready to ſuffer , mille mortes , cap-12- 
a thonſand deaths for the name of Jeſus 
Chrift, O ler us Labour to have our hearts 
Eo kindled 
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endure the fiery trial. 


3. Loveto Chriſt ſtands in an holyComs- 5x 
placence in him, it makes the ſoul enjoy ? 
a kind of heaven in his Preſence, and des» | 
light itſelf in his ſatisfying. Sweetneſs. The | 
Spouſe in the Canticles was ravi/hed, and, | 
as it were, ſwallowed upin him; the ſa- 
vour of his ſweet Ointmentslay upon her | 


heart ; his Love was better to her then all 
the Wine of the World ; ſhe ſat under the 
broad ſhadow,of his Merits with great de- 
liSht, Pardons and Graces dropping down. 
from the Tree of Life: upon her; he is in 
hereyes, torus deſideria, all loves orde- 
ſygs; every thing in him hath a divine 
ſweetneſs init, This ſpiritual joy and de- 
light in Chriſt our Saviour, is an excellent 
preparative in order to ſuffering : The 
Church will have him lie all night 4e#weex 
her breaſts Cant. 1. 13. all night, that is, 
in times of fear.and temptation, that. his 
preſence may ſweeten the bittereſt. condi- 
tion to her. The Croſs of Jeſus, if we taſt- 
the ſweetneſs of it, will turn a Marah into 
joy and comfort : Tua preſentia, Domine, 
Laurentio ipſam craticulam dulcem fectt ; 
thy preſence, O Lord, made the tormen- 
ting Gridiron ſweet to St, Lawrence, ſaith, 
an 
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kindled and inflamed with holy defires af- 
ter him, that we may be able to ſtand and } 


3 an Ancient. Philip Lantgrave of Heſſe, 
7 being a long time Priſoner under Charles 
3 the fifth, felt the divine conſolations of 
3 Martyrs ſupporting of him. Olet us labor 
'Feo raſt more of the ſweetneſs of Chriſt , to 
 3find his blood in every Pardon, his Spirit in 
;every Grace, his Wine-cellar in every Or- 
 }dinance, that the Divine Comforts, that 
1 we experimentally feel in him, may ſweet- 
zen the Croſs to us. 
! 4. LovetoChriſt ſtands in an holy Bene- 
: volence towards him ; it ſurrenders up the 
:whole man to him ; it endeavours to ſerve 
*and honour him to the utmoſt. Thus thoſe 
 3many thouſands cry out, worthy zs the 
' Lamb that was ſlaintoveceive power,and 
'riches , and wiſdom, and ſtrength, and 
* honour , and glory, and bleſſing. Rev.'s. 
#17, 12z. they give all to Chriſt. This is an 
excellent Preparative for Suffering : It we 
: would ſerve him in other things, we muſt 
{ſerve him in ſuffering for him; if we would 
+honour him in obedience to other Com- 
imands , we muſt honour him io taking up 
/the Croſs too, St. Paul deſired, that Chriſt 
might be magnified in his body , whether 
iir were by life or by death: Phil. 1. 20. 
>If he lived he would magnifie Chriſt by 
iAdive Obedience; and if he died, he would 
ido it by Paſſive: Either way he would 
; bave 


- 


Fot lar- © have Chriſt glorified in him. The Martyr 


dantora \ 
-, Romanas , having a multitude of wounds 
oem in his body, Re he the Perſecutor tor 4 
aa opening ſo many mouths to glorify Chrilt: | 
nt. 4: ah6-* 7 

cap. 12. In nothing 1s Chriſt ſo much gloriged as, N- hy 
in his ſuffering Saints ; therein they de- E. xF 
monltrate the higheſt Love, Seal up the = 
Evangelical Truths with their own blood ; ol 
praQically prefer Chriſt before all the Ic 
World, and offer up themſelves for him t 
who gave himſelf a Sacrifice for them, O }. x 
. let us labor to make a total reſignation of t 
our ſelves to him, that if ſufferings come , c 
we may be able to bear them for his ſake, 
7 


i 


CHAP. IX. 


The fixth Direfion for ſuffering, # alive- 

' ty hope of eternal Life: Hope aſſures us, 
that there ts another World , that the 
good things of it exceed thoſe of thuthat 
we have animereſt in them: Hope diſ- 
poſes us for them; Hope waits for them 
antothe end, | | 


He fixth Direction is this : If we © 
would be in a fit poſture for ſuffer- 

ing, we muſt get a lively hope of eternal 
Lite : As ourlite ts a Sea; Hope is compa-. 
red 


09.5” 
red to an Anchor, which makes ws ſland 
ſteady in a ttorm : As our life is a warfare , 
Hope is compared to an Helmet , which 
covers the ſoul in times of danger: As the 
' body liveth Spirando, by breathing , ſo 
- the Soul lives Jperando, by hoping. A 
man cannot drown ſo long as his head is 
above water ; Hope lifts up the head, and 
looks up to the Redemption and Salvation 
that is to come in another World in its ful- 
- neſs and perfeGion. Hope doth three 
things; it aſſures good things tocome; it 
diſyoſes us for them; it waits for them 
unto the end: Each of which will be of 
ſingular uſe to fit us for pious Sufferings. 

1. Hope aſſures good things to come: It 
is called the Hope of Salvation , Theſſal. 5. 
8. the hope of Glory, Rom. 5. 2. the hope 
of eternal Life, Tt, 1.2, becauſe it aſſures 
theſe things: To this I ſhall ſpeak in three 
Particulars | 

1, Hope aſſures us that there is another 
World, called in Scripture the , World to 
come; without thjs there can be no foun-: 
dation for pious Suffering ; no man can free- 
ty part with this World uhleſs he be affured 
of another: Tf in ths life only we have 
hope in Chrift , we are af all men: moſt mi« 
ſerable, 1 Cor. 15.19. Miſerable: indeed , 
to be perſecuted ont of one World., ne tQ 

| iIJaVe 
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Have never another to go to; It Chriſtians 
were in as dark a caſe, as the Emperor A- 
arian was, when dying he cried ont ; 
O my poor ſoul, whither art thou going ? 
they could be in no rational capacity of ſuf- 
tering 2 But hope aſſures them, thar there 
1s another world, where things are admi- 
niſtred in a different manner then they ore 
Dues vitas here in this: Here good men bear the Croſs, 
HOUIE EC 
 clefia, una thEfe they wear the Crown; here they are 
_ ef in fd: black with reproaches, there they ſhine as the 
<:7:i*/t-Sun;here they are tolſed at Sea, there they 
rempore,al- Enter intoreſt;here they drink of rhe biger 
terain eter- Cup, there of the Rivers of Pleaſures above ; 
” 144.2* here they arein the bloody hands of men; 
altrain there in the arms ot a gratious God: Hope is 
| 65690 ſure,that theſe things are ſo;God's Promiſes 
| pugnat, aj. {Ecure them, and, that we might have 
cera fne ſtrong conſolation, God's Oaths 15 ſupzrad- 
—_ a dedallſo: Our Saviour hath ſealed up the 
in Joh. truth of them with his own blood, and we 
Tr.124- may venter our deareſt lives npon them. 
Hence it is, that Hope 7s ſaid ro be 7he an- 
chor of the ſoul ; ſure and ſtedfaſt , eniring 
into that within the Vail. Hebr, 6. 19, O- 
ther Anchors maybreak , but this will ne- 
verfail; other Anchors are faſtned in this 
World, but this enters into that within 
the Vail, and fixes it ſelf in the unmoveable 
Heaven; and in rcſpe& thereof, Chriſtians 


be- 
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become in ſome meaſure unmovyable in the 
midſt of all the ſtorms here below. St. Cy- 
frzan ſaith of the Chriſtians in his time, 
that theirFaith and Hope did ſtand unmov- 


able and unſhaken i#7er ipſas ſeculi ruinas, A 


among the ruins of the World, When 


d Derndt 


the excellent Me/antfon was threathed by yy g4.k 
his enemies , that they would not leave vita jus 


him a footſtep in Germany, he replied, That 
he ſhould have one in Heaven: In like man- 
ner when a poor perſecutedChriſtian is rea- 
dy to be cait out of this World, he may 
comfort himſelf with t}-15 , that he hath 
another togoto, where he ſhall have bet- 


ter uſage, and a reward for his ſufferings. 


2, Hope aſſures us, that the good things 
of the World to come do incomparably ex- 
ceed the things of this World. If the things 


of this world were the better,no manwould. 


leave better for worſe ; nay, if they were 
but equal , no man would þ with thatin 
poſleſlion for that in expeRation:But Hope 
aſſures us,thart the good rhings of che World: 
to come do far tranſcend thoſe that are in 
this World: The man/ions in glory are bet- 
tet then the houſes of clay; the tticorrupti- 
ble inheritance exceeds a fading one; eter- 
nal Life is much more pretious then 1empo- 
#al; the crowns of immortality aboye out- 
ſhine all the z:7/ec of honor Here below j 


_ the pure rivers of Pleaſure itt Heaven are 
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far (weeter then the delights on earth; the 
fruitonof God ( who is the ſupream Good 
Center of Souls, $'1bbath of ret, and Foun- 
74in of bleſſedneſs ) cannot but be infinitely 
beyond tiie enjuyment of Creatures, A good 
allurance, that theſe things are ſo, will diſ- 
poſe us,to part with the leter concerns here 
below,that we may enjoy the greater that 
arc above.We read of ſome Worthies, that 
zook joyfully the ſpoiling of their good. , be- 
cauſe they hac /z Heaven a better © endur 
ring ſubſtance, Hebr, 10.34. And again, of 
ſome, that would zo? accept deliverance , 
becauſe they would ob1ain a better reſur- 
reftion, Heb,1t,35.Snadows & trifles were 
to be parted with, rather then Mafly & du- 
rable Felicity ; the bubble or vapor of a 
tranſitory Life was to be let go, rather 
then an everlaſling one, When in the Per- 
ſecution under Dzocle/izn, the Martyrs 
were asked, What made them bear ſuch 
torments ; and whit they expetted afier 
all therr ſufferings? They made this an- 

ſwer, That they did hope for thoſe good 
things, which eye hath _— , nor ear 
heard , neither have entred intothe heart 

of man, which God hath prepared for 
them that Love him. We ſce what bore 
up their ſpirits in their ſufferings; Let us 

labour to have an high ſenſe of the excel- 


lencics of the World to come, that, if need 


be, 


T 
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Le, we may part with all for it. 

3. Hope allures our intereſt in the good 
things of the World to come: Any here 
two things are to be noted;the one 1s this, 
Hope 1n its 1n:tial Exiftence aflures our in- 
rereſt in them jundamentally; he that hath 
a true lively hope of them, hatha real in- 
tereſt in them ; every right Grace touches 
upon Heaven, and gives a right toit; bur 
Hope doth it in a kind of peculiar way ; it 
enters 1n within: the Vail, and in a ſort 
takes polleſiion of the other World: As the 
ſhip is at Land in its Anchor, fo the Soul 


15in Heaven in its Hope ; and he that hath 


atrue intereſt there , will not part with 
it ina time of ſuffering : The Anchor, be- 
ing in Heaven, and taltned in the unmove- 
able felicity there, will hold out in a Storm: 
Such an one will reckon , as St. Pant did; 
that the ſufferings of ths preſent time are 
not worthy to be compared with the glory 
which ſhall be revealed iu 15s, Rom.$.18. 
Or, ita compariſon be made , the ſuffer- 
ings 1n r-ſpet ct the Glory , will be bur as 
a drop of wormwood, to avaſt Sea of in- 
finite Sweetneſs. The other thing is this; 
Hope in its full ſtature aiſures our intcrelt 
in the good things to come ſenſibly ; he 
that hath a plerophory of Hope, certainly 
knows that he hath an intereſt in them ; 
We know that we have paſſed fr bm death 
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(34) 
to Life, ſaith Sr, John, 1, Fob. 3. 14. As. 
if the Apoſtle had ſaid, we are inthe bor- 
ders of Heaven, and we know it as it were © 


ſenſibly, as we do our paſſage from one 
place to another. Holy ob ſaith, I know 
that my Redeemer liveth; and , maugre 
all the Worms, in my Fleſh T ſhall ſee God, 
Job. 19. 25,26. He was ſure of the bliſs- 
m3king Viſton , and could look through 
the duſt ro Immortality : Such a full hope 
uſhers 1n a kind of Paradiſe into the Soul , 
and admirably fits it to bear ſufferings;the 
internal Suavity is able to ſweeten any 
outward Condition. 
at his dying hour, brake forth into theſe 
words, Expetto, credo, perſevero, dimo« 
veri nequeo, Dei Spiritus meo Spiritus 
teftatur,me eſſe ex Filits ſuu,O amorem in- 
effabilem! I expect, believe, perſevere, 
cannot be moved; Gods Spirit witneſſes to 


mine, that I am one of his Children; O! 


incffable Love! Let us Labor to have, not 
onlya lively hop2, that we may have a 
title to Heaven, but a full hope , that we 
may know our title to it : This will be an 
high Cordial in an evil diy, and make us 
able, whatever the ſufferings be, to go 
on triump 11ntly a1d with full Sails to 
Heaven. 

z. Hope doth not only aſſure the good 


things to come, but diſp2ſes us tor them : 


Hope 
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Hope is not an idle Dream or Notion, bur 
itis an ative and lively thing ; it doth nor 
meerly look to the glory above, but puts 
the Soul into a poſture for it ; Every one, 
that hath in him the hope of ſo great a 
thing as the ſeeing the bleiſed God 1s, prri- 
fieth himſelf , even as he pure, 1, Joh. 
3. 3. He knows Darkneſs cannot have com- 
munion with Light ; unclean eyes cannot 
be opened in ſo pure a place as Heaven is ; 
the earthly heart is too groſs to be in the 
Region of holy Spirits ; he that drowns 
himſelfin Senſual Pleaſures, is not meet 
todrink of the pure Rivers that are above: 
MalitiousSpirits cannot be capable of dwel- 
ling there, where infinite Love opens it 
ſelt in all its ſweetneſs ; The ftalſe-hcarted 
Hypocrite can never be admitted to ſee 
Truth in the Oripinal, nor the evil man 
todrink Goodaeis at the Fountain-head : 
He therefore that hath a right hope of be+- 
ing with God in Heaven, will purifie him- 
ſelf for ſuch an high eſtate ; he will labor 
to have more of the light ot Faith to fit him 


for thar of Viſion; to have more purity 


of heart, ro make him meet to fee the ho- 
ly One; to have more of Heaven in his al- 
fections, to prepare him for that bleſſed 
Region;to have more ſpiritual delight here, 
thar he may be capable of entriog into the 
joy of his Lord hereafter; to have his heart 
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more filled with holy Love, that he may 
be in an apt poſture for the r.ch effuſions 
of Love in Heaven; to have more truth 
and goodnels in his heart, that he may 


be the more ready to enjoy the Fountain 


and Fulneſs of both , I mean, the bleſſed 
God who is M1} in Al: Thus this hvely 
Hope makes a man meet for Heaven, and 
inſodo;ng jr makes him meet for thoſe 
Sufferings that lie in his way thither; That 
Purity , which ciipoſes him to enjoy Ged 
in Heaven , doth alſodiſpoſe him to ſuffer 
for him on Earth; and the greater diſpoſi- 
tion is to Heaven, the Center of bleiſed- 
neſs, the ſtronger will the motion be to 
break through all difficulties that are inthe 
pallagz thereunto: Let us therefore get a 
purilying Hope, that we may be fit for the 

Crots. | 
3. Rope doth not only diſpoſe us for the 
good things tocome, but it waits !or them 
unto theend, Hope is a waiting grace, It 
makes a Chriſtians life to be a perpetual 
waiting, A the days of my appornied time 
will T wait till my change come, ſaith Jos, 
Chap. 24. Verſ. 14. Job had many changes, 
but he waited for that great one , which 
ſhould bring him into a ſtare of unchangea- 
al2 happincſs. Whatever holy men are 
a doing ſtill they are ina waiting poſture * 
When 7acos was bleſſing his Sons, he did 
| | not 
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not forget this , but broke out in a Sudden 
{weet Ejaculation, 1hive watted for thy 


Salvation, O Lord, Gen. 49, 18. Hope 


makes Chriſtians to wait tor the good 
things to come at all times, but in a Spe- 
cial manner in time of Sufferings: St Put 
ſpeaking firſt of the ſuff:ring Saints , and 
then of the groaning World, Expretleth 
himſelf thus; We our ſelves alſo, which 
have the Firſt-fruits of the Spirit, groan 
within our ſelves, waiting for the Adop- 
tion ,, the Redemption of our Body, jor 
we are ſaved by Hope , Rom. 8, 23, 24. 
Here we may ovſerye the true ſtate and 
poſture of the Saints; Athtions make then 
groan , but the Divine Hope, the Firlt- 
fruits of the Spirit, make them wait for 
a better World, in which Adoption and 
Redemption ſhall have their compleat per- 
fetion : A Chriſtian in Afﬀtlitions being 
tormented in this World, will wait for a 
begrer. Fhe Martyr Azatha, having her 
Breaſts cruelly cut off for Religion, told 
the perſecutor, That yet ſhe had two breaſts 
remaining , ſuch as he could not touch; the 
one of Faith, the other of Hope ; whicit 
afforded her great Comforts in her Tor- 
ments: Faith adheres to the Promiſe, 
Hope waits for the good things promiſed; 
both ſtrengthen ina day of Trial : It is the 
yery nature of Divine Hope, to wait ior 
Er, G 4 the 
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the good things to come; When the Sun of 
Proſperity Shines, it waits in a Way of 0- 
bedience; Lord, TI have hoped for thy 
ſalvation, and do thy Commanaments,laith 
David. Pſal. 119, 166, He waited in a 
way of obedience to Gods Commands. And 
when the ſtorm of Perſecution comes, 1t 
waitsin a Way of Patience. 'Hence the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of the patience” of hope: 1. 
Theſſal. i. 3. That hope, which in Proſ- 
perity waited in a way of Obedience, will 
in Adverſity wait in a way of Patience? 
Hope would have the Chriſtian to be al- 


ways waiting for the upper World, but 


Sozom, L. 
2.Cap. 10, 


when the Croſs comes, it preſſeth upon 
him more vehemently, and will ſpeak at- 
er ti)is manner to him ; what, haſt thou 
waited for the great reward in Heaven 
in Duties and Ordinances, and wilt thou 
not wail for it in Sufferings 100? Heaven 
& the ſame ſiill, and Sufferings ave not 
worthy to be compared with it : Do but 
ſuffer a little, and thou ſhalt be there.Whefi 
the Martyr Ananas , in the Perſian Per- 
ecution,, ſeemed to tremble at the ap- 
proaching Croſs, Pujices ſpake thus ro 
him , Pauliſper , Oſenex oculos, clande , 
nam ſlatim lumen Dez videbs; Shur thine 
eyesa little, Ooldman, and immediate- 
ly thou ſhalr ſee thelight of God. Excel- 
lent 15 that of the Apoſtle : Our light Af- 
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fliftion , whichis but for a moment, wor- 
keth for us a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory, while 
we look not at the things which are 
ſeen, but at the things which are not ſeen ; 
for the things which are ſeen are temporal, 
but the things which are not ſeen are eter- 


' nal; 2. Cor. 4. 17,18, Here itis obſerva- 
| ble, AMiction is light and momentary, bur 
glory is a weight and eternal, there is 


no proportion between them : If by hope 
we look at the inviſible and eternal things, 
this will ſupport our hearts , that it is 
but a little ſhort ſuffering , and we ſhall he 
in Heavenly bliſs for ever : Let us there- 
fore labor after a waiting hope, that we 
may patiently bear the Crols, 
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CHAP. X. 


The Seventh Direttion for Suffering ts ho- 
ly Fear ; not the Fear of man, but of 
God;not a d:ffidential Fear , but a fidu- 
cial one ; not a ſervile Fear, but a filial 
one : Holy Feay looks at Sin more then 
at ſuffering ; at Sufferings in Hell more 
then at thoſe on Earth; at Spiritual and 
Eternal loſſes more then at Carnal and 
Temporal. 


He Seventh Direction is this, if we 
would be in a fit poſture tor ſuffer- 
ing we mult get an holy Fear in our hearts. 
The wiſe Solomon. begins his Proverbs 
with this ; The fear of the Lord « the be- 
gznning or head of Knowledge, Prov 1.7. 
and ends his Ecclefiaftes with this, That 
to fear God and keep his Commandments ts 
the whole duty of Man , Eccl. 12, 13,O- 
ther things appertain to the Beaſt or the 
Devil , but holy Fear is the All of man; it 
makes hiri a perfe& man, not only. to do 
Gods Will. but to ſuffer under it, In ſpeak- 
' 1ng to this I ſhall firſt conſider what that 
Fear is which prepares us for Suffering, and 
then how it prepares us thereunto. 
1. I ſhall confider what that Fear is 


which prepares us for Suffering ; and this 
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5 I ſhall diſpatch in three things, 
7 \ It is not the Fear of man but of God that 
doth it: It is not the fear of man,thar can do 
it ; God gives us a charge againſt this, Who 
art thou that thou ſhouldeſt be afraid of a 
' man that ſhall aye? Eſay. 51. 12. There is 
' no cauſe ro fear a weak piece of Clay, a ve- 
ry Breath , a fading Leaf; he muſt dye 
and there 1s an end of him, and all his 
, : thoughts periſh with him, The wiſe man 
rels us, That the fear of man bringeth a 
| Snare, Prov. 29.25.It made Abrahamdil. 
' ſemble as if he had no wife; Davidchange 
his behaviour as if he had no reaſon; Peter 
curſe and ſwear as if he knew not hisMaſter: 
' This Fear diſpoſes to apoſtacy , and muſt 
! be cured by that Fear of God , which dif- 
poſes to ſuffering ; When we are ready to 
: drown in worldly forrow, it is of ſingular 
' uſe to ſpring another, a godly ſorrow in 
; ourhearts; and when the Fear of man puts 
' us into trembling fits, it is an excellent 
: remedy to raiſe up the Fear of God in our 
Souls above the other. Thus God directs 
: his People not to fear the confederate Ene- 
' mies,but to ſanttify the Lord of Hoſts him- 
: ſelfj, and io let him be their fear and their 
' dread, Eſa.8. 12, 13. Heis Lord of Hoſts. | 
- Godover 3ll, and the fear of him ſhould = 
' beaboveall other fears; this is the Way to 5 
7 havehim to be a SanGnary tous, as g fol- 
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lows. If weFear him he will be an inviolable 
place of retreat where we may repoſe our 

ſelves in a day of Trouble. 
2. It is not a difidential Fear, but a fidu- 
cial one that doth it : A diffidential Fear 
'makes the mind, as Meteors in the Air, 
to hang in ſuſpenſe, and, in caſe AfMiQi- 
on come, to fail under the burden. St. 
Peter walked upon the water togo to Je- 
ſus ; but when he ſaw the wind boiſirons , 
he was afraid , and began to ſink, Math. 
'._  I4. 29, 30. By Faith he walked, and by 
cn bg diffidence he began to ſink, * Our conditi- 
crederet nec. ON is the very ſame; in the waves of a 
ern orgs troubleſome World we ſtand by Faith, but 
_ fall by diffidence ; That Fear , which pre- 
de Verbis pares us for ſuffering, mult be a fiducial 
: Te that fear the Lord, truft inthe 
# Lord, he their help and their ſbield , 
Pſal. 115. 11. Holy fear is and muſt be in 
ConjunQion with faith. Fear flies from 
the evils of Sin and Hell; Faith cloſes in 
with the Promiſes of Grace andGlory,both 
concurr to make a man fit for ſuffering;and 
ſuch a ſufferer ſhall have Godyfor his help 

and ſhield. 

3. It is not a ſervile Fear, but a filial one 
thardoth it ; He that hath a meer ſervile 
fear of tie wrath to come, may forbear an 
a& of ſin.; but he hath the Love ofir in his 
h-art,, adbuc vivit in eo peccands volun- 

Fas 


Serm. 


! 0 oP y Fe > Ge b, Wy; LY Py , Rs F OY _—"Y "Xs. oh bes =5 I ew i Þ I 1 K 
. 42 OSS CET : . CIA ng it 
. _ , 


_ 


4 a> ns hoe A ©@\ MPa 


* \ as... ack Yaoa& 6 


2 Holineſs, a provocation to his Juſtice; an 


(93) 


145, the Love of fin lives in him till, as an 
Ancient hath it. Such an one is not in a 
fit caſe ro ſuffer for the Truth ; he hath not 
a Love to God to move him toit, nora 
capacity to have Heaven after it; and 
how can he ſuffer? Ir is very hard for a 
man to ſuffer for a God that he Loves not: 
Or part with the good things of This 
World , when he hath no hope of thoſe 
ina better. That Fear, which prepares 
for Suffering , isnot ſervile, but filial; it 
ſtands not in conjunction with the love 
of Sin , but with the Love of God; the 
nature of it is ſuch', that he that hath ir 
will difpleaſe man rather then offend God; 
part with a World rather then letgo the 
Truth and pure Worſhip ; nay, and lay 
down his Life rather then forfeit the Di- 
vine Preſence and Favour which are bet- 
ter then Life. Thus much touching the 
nature of that Fear, which prepares us for 
ſuffering. 

2. I come to conſider how holy Fear doth 
prepare us for ſufferings ; and this I ſhall 
open in three things: 

1. Holy fear looks upon fin as an evil 
much greater then any ſuffering : ſuffering 
is oppoſite to the Creature , but ſin is op- 
polite tothe infinite God ; it is a Rebellion 
to his Soveraignty , a contradiction to his 
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abuſe to his Grace; aſtain caſt, as much 
as in us, lies, upon his Glory; nay, as 
the Schools ſpeak, it is a kind of Deicidrnm, 
it ſtrikes in a ſort ar the very life and being 
of God ; it wiſhes, that there were none 
at all: and, if it could effet it, there ſhould 
be none : Suffering doth not make a man 
worſe then he was before , but fin doth it: 
Thoſe Saints that were deſtitute, atflited, 
tormented, wandring in Deſerts, and 
Mountains, and Dens and Caves of the 
Earrh, were yet ſuch excellent ones, that 
the World was not worthy of them, Hebx. 
1. 37, 38. On the other hand, Antiorhus 
Ephiphanes ( who was, as his name im- 
ports,illuſtrious and glorious in theWorld) 
was yet buta vile perſon, and was made 
ſuch by his wickedneſs. Suffering ſtrikes 
at the cſtateor body of man, but fin ſtrikes 
at his Soul, a thing more pretious then a 
World; nay ,- and at the Divine Image 
there, which is more worth then the Soul 
itſelf : It doth , where it can prevail, turn 
men mto Beaſts 1n its ſenſual luſts , or into 
Devils in its ſpiritual Wickednefſes: Suffer- 
ing may have good , nay great good mit, 
bur fin1s evil ,, ofily evil ; tis called by St. 
ames mprazde xaxizethe ſuperfiuity or excre- 
ment of all evil, Jam, 1. 21. It contains 
all eviisin it; andifall evils ( ſaich a wor- 


thy Divine ) were to have a ſcum or ex« - 
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crement, ſin is it , as being the abſtracted 
quinteſſence of all evil, and having nothing 
at all of good in it. Sin, faith Bradwar- 
dine , isa thing not to be done, pro guar- 
tiſcunqgue bonis Iucrands, aut pro quan- 
1:ſcunque mals precavenas ; for the gain- 
ing never ſo great a good, or for the avoid- 


ing never ſo great anevil. He that hath» 


this holy Fear io his heart , will chuſe ſut- 
fering as the leſſer evil, rather then fm, 
which is much the greater, When Anti- 
tzochus Epiphanes brought forth Wheels, 
Rodds, Hooks, Rakes, Racks, Caudrons , 
Cages, Gridirons,Gantlets, Awles, BeHows, 
Braſen Pots, and Frying-pans, before Sz- 
Iamona & here ſeven ſons to terrify them, 
they could net be induced: by all his tor- 
menting Engines to treſpaſs ſo far as to ear 
of a little ſacrificed Swines-fleſh, to ſave 
themſelves from a cruel death. Ir was the 
ſaying of Anſelm, That if Sin were ſet 
before him on one hand , aud Hell on the 
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other , he would rather chuſe Hell then ſin. c. >, 
Henry Flander, being a Priſoner for the ca9.4s. 
Proteſtant Religion , . would. not ſay, that 9" 1523 


his Wife was his Whore, no, not to ſave 
his life offered to him on thoſe terms. Holy 
Fear will tell us, that ſin muſt not be done 
to avoid ſuffering ; that we were better 
bear all reproaches then dishonour God ; 
loſe our Eſtates then leave our Religion; 
Nays 
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nay , and lay down our lives then be ſe- 
parated from the Divine Love. © let us 
look upon ſin as the Maximum formidabi- 
le; as that which hath in it the moſt pro- 
per cauſe of fear and flight, that no exter- 
nal miſeries and dangers may be able to 
drive us into it. 


_ 2,HolyFear looks at the ſufferings which 


God inflicts jn Hell, as incomparably great- 
er then thoſe which man doth or can inflit 


upon Earth. Our Saviour directing out 7} 


fear to its right Obje& , takes notice of the 
vaſt difference between them , Fear not 
them, which kill the body, but are not 
abls to kill t he ſoul ; bat rather fear him, 


which « able to deſtroy both ſoul and body 


in Hell, Math. 10. 28. Mans killirig is one 
thing, but Gods deſtroying ariother: Man 
may kill the Body ,, and it may be 1n a tor- 
menting manner; but there is no death 
like the ſecond; no torments on Earth are 
comparable to thoſe in Hell ; nofinite arm 
can {ſtrike ſo hard as the infiniteOne;noCu- 
linary orElementaryFire can burn ſo hot as 
the Infernal doth.God bid Moſes take and 


ould become boils and blains, Exod.g. 
, 9. A Great DoQtor of ours gloſles on the 
words thus; The ſufferings here on Earth 


/ eve the aſhes of the Furnace, and they 
8 


are but the aſbes of the Furnace , ſmall © | 


things in compariſon of the Farnace itſelf ; 
| an 
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an Heh of unquenchable fire; man may kl] 
the body, but he «not alwaies a killing of 
$ it; he may torment, but he cannot tear up 
3 :hePatient in long ſuffering ;, the torments 
3 1nalittle time will ceaſe, and the Mar- 
7 tyr Sleep in Teſus ; but God kils the dam- 
: ned, andu(lilla killing them, power [up- 
7 ports them, and Juſtice puniſhes them ; 
* rhe fire of Hell, kindled by eternal breath, 
| never goes out , and the ſmoak of their tor- 

3 ment aſcends for ever -and ever : After 
# thouſands , and ten thouſand of years, ſtill 

* there will be wrath to come, [0c 4s no 
+: tame Can meaſure : Man may kill the body, 
2 but after that he can do no more, his En- 
* grines of Cruelty cannot reach the Soul, or 
* touch the inward man, which s a Santtu- 
* ary for God; but God kils the ſoul, hu 
# wraths inapeculiar manner poured out 
+ there where the chief ſeat of ſin was ; ihe 
; neverdyingWorm « ever growing upon cor- 
> ſcrence : The ſpirit of the damned furiouſly 
: ag upon itſelf over the eternal miſery 
* that it lies under: All the horrors of a Spi- 
; Yaor a Judas are far ſhort of that deſper ate 
; rage and angels which tortures the loft 
| ſouls in Hell, He that hath this holy fear 
7 inhim will chuſe any ſufferings on Earth, 
* rather then thoſe in Hell. One of the ſons 
- 2 of Solomonatold the Tyrant Artiochus , 
3 that his fire was cold, and indeed it was ſo 
je H come-. 
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comparatively to the Fire of Hell 2 St. Au- 

ſtin putting the queſtion, whom we ſhould 

obey ; God commanding, one thing, or the ! 

Emperor commanding another, makes ! 

his anſwer; Da veniam, Imper ator ,iu car- 

cerem minara,ille gehennam,Gives place,O 

De Vert” Emperor, thou threatneſt a Priſon , he a 

5s,  "* Hell. When Po/ycarp was threatned with 

| Fire, his anſwer was, That the Perſecu- 

” 8 Ter threatned only a momentary Fire, but | 
knew not The Eternal one, He, that ever ! 
heard that true Thunder, which is the voice * 
of God, would hardly be afraid of ſuch * 
Artificial Cracks as the Emperor Cajus Ca- * ; 
ligula uſed to make to ſhew himſelt a God : 
And he that carries upon his heart an awe 27 
of thoſe ſufferings whichGod inflits in Hell, 7 
will hardly fear thoſe which men-inflict on 7? 
Earth. | 

3- Holy Fear looks upon Spiritual and * 
Eternal Lofles, as incomparably greater 
then Carnal and Temporal ones : The loſs : 
of the World may be made uy in the ſaving * 
of the Soul;but for the loſs of a Soul, nothing 7 
can make a recompence: That little ſparkle : 
of Divinity mightily outweighs the great 7 
Globe of the World : What are Bodies to 7 
Spirits? Nemo ( ſaith Auſtin) bene ſe inſpex+ * t 
it, qui nonomni corpori qualemiibet ani- | 
mam preponendam eſſe fateatur ; he that 
looks well into himſelf muſt confeſs, thar 3+ 

| any % 
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i any Soul is to be preferred before all Bo- 
dies- Theloſs of mans favor may be rich- 
11y made up by the preſence of Gods. Moſes 
\ endured the King's wrath, as feeing the in- 
7 viſible one ; the preſence of God was fo 
? with him, that he feared no human 
7 frowns : But ifthe Divine Favour be wan- 
Z ting, nothing can ſupply the defed of ir. 
2 It's true, a man without it may have all 
Y outward bleſſings flowing round about him; 
Z but heeats, and drinks , and Sleeps, under 
Z the wrath of God , which hangs over his 
Z head, as the ſword did over the head of 
2? Damocles at the Tyrants Table;and, asfoon 
7 as the thread of life breaks, it comes down 
x; upon him in an utter ruine. The Joſs of 
# Creatures may be made up by an intereſt 
7 in God; areal Chriſtian having nothing, 
* may poſlefs all things in him : but ifa man 
* forſake God , what will the World give in 
z exchang for him? It's Riches are but poor 
Z moth-eaten things, which in alittle rime 
= vaniſh away ; its Pleaſures are but the ti- 
” tillations of Senſe, and periſh in rhe uſing; 
- its Honours are but a blaſt, a littl« popular 
: Air,which ſoon go away and come to no- 
3 thing. When once God , who is the Foun- 
7 tain and Spring of all good , departs, it is 
in vain to hope for any thing from the little 
FRivulets and Ciſterns of the Creature, He, 
# that bath this holy Fear in him, will chuſe 
P — 4 to 


Liv.7-E- perua temporalibus; that is, true Piety, 
pit-5% which preters Divine Things to humane , 
and perpetual things to temporal.St. Auſt z7 
ſets out {ervile and filial Fear by an Adul- 
tcrous and a Chaſt Wife; Timet mulier 
In Joh, adultera,ne vir ejus venat ; timer © caſla 
Tra&t.63. #6 Ir ejus abſcedat: The adulterous wo- 
n & piſt. man fears, leſt her husband may come; the 
Joh. Tra&. 
9; chaſt woman fears leſt her husband depart. 
In like manncr fervile Fear makes us a- 
{raid thatGod will puniſh, &filial Fear makes 
us afraid thatGod will depart: The loſs of 
himis more then the loſs of all things, When 
the Martyr Mcnas , under the Perſecution 
Magd.hiſt of Dyocieſian , was brought forth to-ſuffer, 
ak; he gave this reaſon for it; Nihileſt, quod 
aca ſententia conferri poſſit cum regno c@- 


A 


to ſuffer loſs inCarnal and Temporal things, 
rather then in Spiritual and Eternal, It 1s 
the ſaying of St. Ambroſe, Eaeſt vera pi- 


eras, que preponit divina humans , per- 


lerim; neque enim totus Munadus poteſt, 
agua lance expenſus uni comparars anime; 
there is nothing in.my judgment like the 
Kingdom of Heaven; neither may the 
whole World , it weighed in an equal bal- 
lance, be compared with one Soul. He 
had rather loſe any thing in theWorld then 
an Heaven and a Soul. Olet us labour to 
kn »w where the great loſs lies, that we 
may never forſake Spiritual and Eternal 
things for Carnal and Temporal. 


CHAP. 


——  -- mm. has ow ck o£u- 7 rn yg Ve EE VE UE EEE, 


(191). 
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The eighth Diretion for Sufferings s Hu- 
mility, A high Fabrick muſt have : 
low foundation. Humility hath ſuch 
rays from God, as makes us very low 
in our own eyes:Tt w aCopacity for larger 
Effuſions of Grace ; it ſubjeits a man to 
fo all the pleaſures of God; it cauſes 
him to depend upon God for ſupport and 

| comfort. | 
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He eighth DireCtion is this, if we 

| would be in a fit poſture forSuffering, 
we mult labour after humility of mind. 
It is the direRion of our Saviour toChriſti- 
ans, Learn of me, for I 1m meek and lowly 
in heart, Math, 11.29. St, Auſtin upon BE a 
thoſe words gives an excellent Rule; Cog. ro. 
145 magnam fabricam conſlruere celfitudi- 
16, de fundamentoprius cogita humilita- 
{4 : Thou thinkeſt to build a great high 
Fabrick,but firſt think to make a low Foun- 
dation? The higher the Building is , the 
lower muſt be the Foundation. If we would 
build our Chriſtianity as bigh as Suffering 
for Religion, we had need lay a deep Foun- 
dation in Hum.lity for it, Our Saviour 
Chriſt was not only a Pattern of Suffering , 
but of Humility too $ Sr, Peter tels w,ohes 
be © 


Ex $4: 
fattus eſt 
Paulus,ex 
ſuperbo moa= 
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he ſuffered, leaving us an example,z. Pet. 
2.21. St. Paul tels us, how he came to 
Suffer ; he emptied himſelf, or made him- 
{cif of no Reputation, he humbled himſelf, 
and became obedient unto death, the death 
of the Groſs. Ph11l.2. 7, 8, He laid by his 
{obes of Majeſty, and became, as it were, 
notiing,that he might ſuffer for us: It we 
would tollew Chritt in Suffering , we muſt 
put off our Ornaments, and lay by our 
proud Plumes ; we muſt empty our ſelves 
of all our Sclt-excellencies , and become 
vilc; yea, nothing in our own eyes, that 
we may endure the trial. St. Paut wasa 
great Sufferer For Chriſt , but withal he 
was one of the humbleſt thar ever hved : 
Indeed before his Converſion he was a 
Saul, a proud Perſecutor ; but after it he 
was a Paul, perſecuted, and little in his 
own eyes. Athanaſins , who ſuffered ſo 
much under the Arzans, had this Charater 
oiven him by Nazianzen, That he was 
h:4h in worth, and humble in heart. There 
are four things to be noted in Humility ; 
eaci of which tend to prepare us for Suffer- 
ng. 

1. Humility dwels in an cnlightned mind, & 
t.ath iuch rayes fromGod,as make theheart 
where it is, rake upvery low thoughts of 
ir[elf. Ot old the appearances of God in out- 
ward Symbols of Glory,made men lye FOE 
OW 


low before him. When Job heard the voice 
of the Lord out of the whirl-wind , he a6- 
horred himſelf in duſt and aſhes, Tob 4z. 
6, When the Prophet ſaw the Lord /irting . 
#pon athrone high and lifted up, he cried 
out , Woe is me, 1 am undone ,- Efay. 6.5. 
When Danze ſaw the Viſion of the &r:g hi 
ſhining man, his comelineſs was turned in- 
to corruption , Dan. 10.8. The noble man 
now hath not ſuch outward appearances, 
but he hath an inward light of faith, and 
when he looks up to God, and reflects upon 
himſelf, it makes him go #2 fandum, into 
the Center of the Earth, and there to ſee 
his own nothingneſs, TI ſhall give a triple 
inſtance of this : When the humble man 
looks up to the glory and greatneſs of God, 
he reflects and communes with his Heart 
aſter this manner,, O how high is God/ 
his glory 7s above the Heavens , his Ma- 
Jeſty is infinitely brighter then a thouſand 
ſuns ,the rayes of it bid me go down and 
hide my ſelfin the duſt of my own vileneſs 
and nothingneſs ; how great is he, that 
ſpans the Heavens, weighs the mountains, 
and meaſures the Seas im thi hollow of his 
hand? To him all Nations ave as a drop 
of the bucket , a duſt of the Ballance; nay, 
leſs then nothing itſelf: And I, what am1T? 
the drop of a drop, a piece of a duſt, and 
much leſs then that which is leſs then no- 
H 4 thing 
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thing itſelf. Such thoughts as theſe do ſo 
abaſe and annihilate a man in his ſenſe, thar 
the great and glorious God may do any 
thing with him; his own littleneſs will 
k:ep him from murmuring under anyCroſs 
or Affliction that comes from the moſt 


High. Again when the humble man looks 


to the holineſs of God, he ſpeaks to his 
heart: God is very holy , he is perfe@ pu- 
rity without any ſpot, infinite light with- 
out any darkneſs atall ; the glance of his 
pure eyes bids me go down into mySpotted 
{clt,and there cover my ſelf with the ſhame 
ot that Corruption, that is worſe then no- 
thing: The Stars are not pure in his ſight, 
and how can I be ſo? The glorious Angels 
cover their faces,and cry to him, holy La 
holy; and what ſhould Worms do ! What 
reaſon havel tocry out over my ſelf, as 
the Leper was to do,” C/nclean, Cnclean, 
The ſenſe of this is ſo deeply humbling, that 
it diſpoſes bim that hath it to be willing to 
go into any Furnace, which God orders 
tor the melting out of his Droſs. The ex- 
cellent Martyr Mr. Hoopey, carried his hu- 
mility with him to the Fiery Trial, there 
he prayed thus; Lord Tam Hell, but thou 


art Heaven; IT ama Sinkof $1n, tut thou © 


art agracious Redeemer :; The ſenſe of his 
own imperfections made him lye veryLow. 
Morcover, when the humble man looks 

| to 
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to the Grace of God, he adores that pure 
ſelf moving Fountain of all Good;and with- 
al , abaſes himſelf under his $rons unwor- 
thineſs of the Leaſt drop of it : The evil 
that is in me(ſaith he);s my owngbut allthe 
good that « in me is entirely from Grace. 
This taſt ofGrace to a mans unworthy ſelf, 
admirably diſpoſes him to bear theCrolſs : 
Such an one will argue with himſelf, Shall 
God pive me Grace and Glory, and ſhall 
I notſuffer for him? The ſuffering is not 
the Hell I deſerve, but that which is much 
leſs, and ſhall I not ſuffer ? There is a 
CO Heaven tocome after it, and why 


ould I hang back ? The words of Doctor g,,,: 
Sclater are very remarkable , God ( ſaith on the 
he )rewards u/ira condignum, afflias ci- Thea 


ira condignum; that Perſwaſion who ſo 


carries, and 1s acquainted with his foul fins, 


willingly prays with Auſtin, Hic ure, hic 
ſeca, ut in eternum parcas; here burn, 
here cut me, that thou maieſt ſpare for e- 
yer. Thus humility , by the rayes that it 
hath from God, makes a man very vile in 
his own eyes, and ſo prepares him. for the 
Croſs. The proud man, that thinks highly 
of himſelf, will murmure at any thing;and 
the humble man that thinks meanly of him- 
ſclt will bear with any thing, 

2. Humility putsthe Soul into a capaci- 
ty tohave larger cffuſjons of Grace beſtow- 
Ed upon it; God refiſteth the proud, but 
'___ grveth 
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giveth grace untothe humble, Jam. 4. 06. 

God hath two hands; with the one, he 

caſts downthe proud that lift up themſelves 

againſt him; with the other, he lifts up 

the humble, that lye ar his feet for mercy. 
Humility is not only a Grace , but a capa- 

city to receive more of it, He, that goes 

toa River to take up water, puts the mouth 

of his Veſſel downward to doit ; he that 

goes to God for Grace, muſt put his mouth 

in the duſt, andcry to have it , not for his 

worths ſake, but for his ſpiritual poverty. 

An humble Hearr is( as Pariſften/ts cals it ) 

a ſpiritual Vacuum; and as nature doth not 

ſuffer a Vacuum in Bodies , bur fils up the 

$9 one way or other , ſo Grace doth not 

uffer a Vacuum in Spirits, but fils up the 

humble Soul with treſh ſupplies of Grace. 

St, Auſtin ſets out this by a notable ſimilt- 

s: bamiles tude, The water that fals down from Hea- 
peer ven upon the Mountains, flows away, but 
infuderis The water that fals upon the Vallys, ftays 
unye, thexe;ln like manner the Divine Grace, that 
*wr Auf, diſtils from above, doth not reſt upon high 
de Verb. proud perſons, but upon humble ones : 
Apolt. KT: God leaves the full Souls, and fils the emp- 
; ty ; abaſes the exalted , and exalts the a- 

_ baſed; All other Graces grow together 

with Humility ; the more humble we are, 

the more we have of God with us , the 

more we haye of Grace in us; and the more 

We 
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(107) 
we have of theſe, the more we have of 
ſtrength ig the inger man, and the more 
we have # preparation for a day of Trial. 
It we build 1o highas ſuffering tor Chriſt , 
we mult dig deep, and lay the Foundation 
low ; that, when the ſtorm comes , we 
may ſtand faſt and unmovable. 

3, Humility makes a man freely to bow 
and ſubject himſelf to God in all things : 
This is a choice and excellent preparative 
tor ſuffering ; the ſame which our Saviour 
commends to weary aud heavy laden ſouls; 
take my yoke upon you; and learn of me, 
for I am meek and lowly im heart, Math. 
11. 29. Chriſtians are to take up a double 
yoke, the yoke of Evangelical Corimands, 
and the yoke ofthe Croſs that accompanies 
them ; in both ſubjeton is requiſite; In 
the one, Subjedtion to Chriſts Authority * 
commanding ; in the other , ſubjection to 
his Providence ordering : And that Chri- 
ſtians may be ſubject to both, they muſt 
look to the great Pattern,8& learn meckneſs 
and humility from him. The heart of man 
naturally is a very proud Be/;al thing, that 
will bear no yokes, it will not be under 
Chriſt; not under his Righteous Com- 
mands by Obedience ; norunder ns Affi- 
Qing Providences by Patience ; it lifts vp 
itſel , andbya kind of Blaſphemy practi- 
callf aſpires to be above God himſel! : ns 
WACD. 
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giveth grace untothe humble, Jam. 4. 6. 

God hath two hands; with the one, he 

caſts downthe proud that lift up themſelves 

againſt him ; with the other, he lifts up 

the humble, that lye at his feet for mercy. 
Humility 1s not only a Grace , but a capa- 

city to receive more of it, He, that goes 

to a River to take up water,puts the mouth 

of his Veſſel downward to doit ; he that 

goes to God for Grace, muſt put his mouth 

in theduſt, andcry to have it , not for his 

worths ſake, but for his ſpiritual poverty. 

An humble Heart is( as Pariſten/is cals it ) 

a ſpiritual Vacuum; and as nature doth not 

ſuffer a Vacuum in Bodies , bur fils up the 

» one way or other , ſo Grace doth not 

uffer a Vacuum in Spirits, but fils up the 

humble Soul with treſh ſupplies of Grace. 

St, Auſtin ſets out this by a notable ſimilt- 

S/ buniles tude, The water that fals down from Hea- 
_ _ ven upon the Mountains, flows away, but 
infuders The water that fals upon the Vallys, ftays 
GELs thexe;ln like manner the Divine Grace, that 
» af. diſtils from above, doth not reſt upon high 
de Verb. proud perſons, but upon humble ones : 
—— {c- God leaves the full Souls, and fils the emp- 
: ty ; abaſes the exalted , and exalts the a- 
baſed: All other Graces grow together 

with Humility ; the more humble we are, 

the more we have of God with us , the 

more we haye of Grace in us; and the more 

We 
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we have of theſe, the more we have of 
ſtrength ig the inner man, and the more 
we have # preparation for a day of Trial. 
It we build fo high as ſuffering tor Chriſt , 
we muſt dig deep, andlay the Foundation 
low ; that, when the ſtorm comes , we 
may ſtand faſt and unmovable. 
3, Humility makes a man freely to bow 
and ſubject himſelf to God in all things : 
This1is a choice and excellent preparative 
tor ſuffering ; the ſame which our Saviour 
commends to weary and heavy laden ſouls; 
take my yoke upon you; and learn of me, 
for I am meek and lowly in heart, Math, 
1 1. 29. Chriſtians are to take up a. double 
yoke, the yoke of Evangelical Corimands, 
' and the yoke ofthe Croſs that accompanies 
them ; 1n both ſubjeRion is requiſite; In 
the one, Subjetion to Chriſts Authority 
commanding ; in the other, ſubjection to 
his Providence ordering : And that Chri- 
ſtians may be ſubje to both, they muſt 
look to the great Pattern,& learn meckneſs 
and humility from him. The heart of man 
naturally is a very proud Be/zal thing, that 
will bear no yokes, it will not be under 
Chriſt; not under his Righteous Com- 
mands by Obedience ; nor under 1s AfMli- 
Qing Providences by Patience ; it lifts vp 
itſel , andbya kind of Blaſphemy praci- 
callf aſpires to be above God himliel! : _ 
WACO 
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whenthe Divine Grace hath melted the 


heart and made it humble, thengs will bow 
down and take both yokes upoWitſelf ; ic 


will become freely ſubjet to God and all |} ; 
his holy pleaſure. I ſay, freely: Aproud |} 


man may be bowed dowa under the preſ- 
ſure of an external Calamity , but an hum. | 
ble man bows himſelf down by an internal | 
Principle of Grace; in the one, the ſubjeion | 
is meerly of neceſſity, in the other itis free |} 
and of choice, Humility makes a man lye | 
at Gods foot , and ſay, Lord what wilt 
thou have me to do? or What wilt thou | 
have me to ſuffer? Let the word of God 
camne ( ſaith Baldaſſer the German Divine) | | 
and we will ſubmit to it ſix hundred necks, 
if we had ſo many. Let the Croſs come 
( ſaith the humble man) and I will ſubmie 
toit : Humility 1s virtually all obedience 
and patience , it makesa man to be as a 
little child, ruleable by all the Will of God: 
Whether that Will come forth in Precepts 
or pcrovidences , Humility will comply 
and bow down under it: The lowly in heart 
will do, or be any thing for God; there- 
fore our Saviour promiſes reſt to ſuch, as 
the gracious reward of their labors and ſuf- 
ferings. It is good counſel that St. Auſtin: 
gives, Eſlo paruvus in oculu tus, ut ſis 
magnus in oculs Der; be thou little in 
thine own eyes , that thou mayR be great 

in 
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in Gods ; SubjeQing thy ſelf to all his plea> 
ſure is the way to be exalted by him. 

4-Humility cauſes a man to depend upo 
{ God for ſupport and comfort in his Suffer- 
| ings. Theproud / gs ſtands in the po- 
| ture of the Phariſee, 2211s weds favny, ſtand- 
| ing to himſelf, Luk. 18. 11, he ſtands upon 
E his own bottom, and thinks himſelf able 
| by his own power to door ſuffer any thing 
| as he pleaſes : But ſtanding in his own pre- 
| ſumption, itis very likely that he will fall 
| off as ſoon as'the trial comes. Butit is 0- 
! therwWiſe with the humble man; he knows 
{ that he is weak in himſelf, and muſt be 
# ſtrong in God, and therefore he will not. 
{ truſt in his own Power or Will, but look 
{ upto God for ſupport and comfort in the 
evilday. Itisa notable paſſage of St Au- 
flin, Multos-impeait a firmitate preſump- 
to firmitatw , nemo a Deo fit firmus, nf 
qui a ſeipſo ſentit infirmum : A preſumpti- 
on of firmneſs hinders many from being 
| firm; no manis made firm by God , bur 

he that feels infirmity in himſelf. The 
ſtory in the Marian Perſecution is verv 
memorable; My. Sanders the Martyr at 
firft ſhewed much weakneſs par Ae tut 
Dr.Pendl:ton ſazd to him ,, What man / 
fear? Twill ſee every drop of my greaſe mel- 
ied before I forſake ChrifF and hs truth : 
But afterwards, Sanders triumphantly 
Suffered 
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OR kiſſing the Stake, and ſaying , 


elcome the Croſs of Chriſt;but proud Pen- 


dleton 1urned Pap:ſi. Unto this inſtance 
I ſhall add a more ancient one; Perera 
Great Apollle fell and denied his Lord; but 
among the Primitive Chriſtians, Women 
and little Children ſuffered in a brave and 
heroical maner. The greateſt Chriſtians 
may fall,by preſuming upon themſelves;the 
Leaſt may ſtand, by depending on the 
power of God: The poor in Spirit would 


not be their own Keepers, but would com- 


mit themſelves unto God, Pſal. ro, 14. 
as being ſafer in his hands then in their 
own. Humble ſouls, not being able to 
bear up their own weight, lean upon the 
Rock of Ages;and, having no reſt tn them- 
ſelves, they acquieſce in the Center ofSouls. 
The feeble Conies have their houſes in the 
Rocks, and the weak Chriſtians dwell in 
the ſecret of the moſt high. Annes Burgas, 
a Senator of Pars, ſuffered for the pure 
Religion with that conſtancy , that many 
were curious to know what Religton that 
was, for which he ſo patiently endured 
death ; and one reaſon of his patience was 
his humble dependance upon God, which 
he expreſſed in that often repeated prayer 
at his death , Deus mi, ne me develinguas, 
ne ego te derelinquam; O my God leave 
me not, leſt I leave thee: He knew thar his 


ſtrength 
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ſtrength was in God only, Oh let us labor 
to have an humble dependance upon God, 
that, when ſufferings come, we may look 
and be ſupported, wait and renew ſtrength, 
be nothing in our ſelves and have all in 
God: So we ſball be ſafe and ſecure from 
anxious fears; dabitur in hora, ſupport 
and comfort will come in the time of need. 


CHAP. XII. 


The ninth Direfion for Suffering is Aftive 
Obedience to the will of God - it flows 
from a good and honeſt heart; it reſpei#s 
Gods will and Glory; it makes us 10 
grow up into Chriſt, and to be allied to 
him; 2t encreaſes Grace and Ones 
ſtrengthyt obtains the gracious Preſence 
of God, and it is the way to Heaven. 


He ninth DireQion is this ; if we 
would be in a fit poſture for Suffer- 

ing, we muſt labor after an Active Obe- 
dience to the Will of God; todoin a right 
manner as he would have us to do, Ir is a 
notable ſaying of the Rabbins, Marces 
preceptum precepii; one Precept is the 
reward of another : He that rightly ob- 
ſerves one Precept,ſhall have in thename of 
a reward ſuch Grace trom God, as ſhall en- 
| able 


able him to do another and a more difficult 


Command. lt is an excellent thing toen- . 
ure our ſelves to the doing of Gods will; 


Obedience is the chain about the Spouſes 
neck , Cant. 4. 9g. one link hangs upon a» 
nother ; one picce of Obedience draws on 
another; Aqtive Obedience will prepare 
us for paſſive; the doing of Gods Will, will 


diſpoſe us for the Suffering of it. The A- 


poltle prays for the Colofſians firſt , that 
they might walk worthy of the Lord, unto 
all pleaſing , being fruitful in every good 
work; and then in the next Verlie, that 
they might be ſlirengthned with all might 
according to hu_glorious power , unto all 
patience and long ſuffering with joyfulneſs, 
Col. 1. 10. 11. Where we may obſerve,that 
an holy Life goes before, and then ſuffering 
Graces follow after; There are in O- 
bedicnce fix things obſervable, each of 
which tend to prepare us for Suffering. 

1, True Obedience flow$ from a good 
and an honeſt heart ; nay, I may adde, it 
tlows from the holy Spirit of God. It flows 
from a good and honeſt Heart ; many un- 
profitable hearers that are, but the good 
and honcſt Heart brings forth fruit. It was 
an high Character which the Apoſtle gives 
to the Romans, That they had obeyed from 
the Heart , that form of doftrine, which 
was deliverediothem, or ( as it isin the 
original) 
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original) :zuio which they were delivered, 
Rom, 6. 17, The Goſpel was not only de- 
livered to them , but they were deliver- 
cd, and, asit were ,. caſt into the mould 
of it, and that was the reaſon that they 
obeyed from the heart; Nay, further, O- 
bedience flows from the holy ſpirit ; it is 
a choice Promiſe in the Covenant, 1 will 
put my ſpirit into youl, and cauſe you to 
walk in my flatutes, Ezek. 36. 27. Obe- 
dience bang .a meer ſupernatural: at, 
comes from the holy Spirit as the prime 
Cauſe thereof; a general Concourſe ſuffices 
not, there muſt be a peculiar Motion and 
Impulfien of the Spirit in it; which, made 
Gerſon ſay That all ſpiritual -litg . was 
founded zn-miraculo influentie diving, if 
the miracle of a Divine Influence. . We 
ſee what arc the Principles and Fouritains 
of Active Obedience, and the very ſame 
will produce Paſſive too. The good and 
honeſt heart brings forth fruit with pa- 
zrence,, Luke. 8. 15, The words (with pa- 
zzence } are very remarkable; the good 2nd 
honeſt heart may meet with Periecutjons 
in the world, yet. it would blollomg, and 
bring forth fruit in the midſt thereof, 
The righteous flouriſhes as the Palm-Tree, 
Fen 92,12, The Palm-Tree isa Symbol 
of . Immortality, growing under its bur- 
den; and the Righicous , who hath an Im- 
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mortal ſeed in him, flouriſhes under. all 
the preſſures of 'a perſecuting World. A- 
gain, the holy Spirit; whith makes good 
men do Gods will;will enable them to ſuffer 
it too; St. Pan! took pleaſure in perfecu- 
7:0ns , becauſe when, he was wea#, then 
he was ſtrong, 2 Cor. 12.10. thatis, the 
holy Spirit did ſtrengthen his 'inward man 


to bear the Crofs, + The holy Spirit in the. 


Saints is a Web of water, ſprauging wp to 
everlafting Fife Tot 4+ _ The perfe. 
fecutmg World would fain oy and damme 
it up; but in the midſt of all Oppoſitions 
It Springs, and never leaves ſpringing till 
thre Saints be in Heaven; and before they 
come thither , it is , as St,"Perey ſpeaks, 
a.ſpirit of glory reiting upon them, x Pet, 
4. 14, it brings down ſome glimpf:s of Hea- 
ven.irjto their hearts , whulſt they are ſut- 
fering-for Religion. 

z. True Obcedjence hath a pure reſpect 
to Gods Will 'and Glory : Tt, hath a pure 
reſpe&t to Gods Will; itdoth nor do the 
Comtiiands of God' upon a by-account, as 
YJehu deftroied Aha#'s houſe ;, but it doth 
them” intuitu Voluntatis, becauſe it is 
the will of God; itis that which ſwaies 
and caſts the ballance in a good mans heart 
and lite: As in matters of Faith he believes, 
becauſe God hath ſaid it; ſo in matters 
of PraQife he obeys becauſe God hath 
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commanded it. Alſo it hath a pure reſpect 
to Gods Glory ; Mens cujuſque 1d eft 
quiſque; the man is as his mindis , and 
'the' mind is as his end is; An obedient per- 
ſon will not be a Center to himſelf, nor 
make God the moſt excellent Being, a me- 
dium to any other thing : His grear deſign 
1s that God in all chings may be glorified : 
His Holineſs is but to ſhine as a beam from 
the holy one; his Mercy 1s but as a little 
drop flowing from the Divine Ocean ; his 
Obedience is to tell the World that God 1s 
ſupream ; like his Saviour Chriſt, he ſeeks 
not his own glory , but his FEithers. Such 
an Obedience as this admirably diſpoſes a 
mana for ſuffering ; He, that doth ſome 
things becauſe they are commanded, will 
take-up the Croſs too, becauſe it is in a pe- 
culiar manner commanded in the Gof7el: 
The ſtamp of the Divine Authority .is not 
only found upon the Precepts of Piety and 
Jaſtice', but upon that of Patience too : 
Alſo , he that doth ſincerely glorify God 
in other things, will, it occaſion be, 
glorifie him in pious ſufferings : Some ho- 
-\nour may be done to God in other Duties, 
butin no other thing is there ſuch honour 
given to him as in bearing the Croſs; rhere- 
41a man doth '/praftically declare that he 
"values Godrabove all the World;and rhere- 
:fore the Martyrs have( as the School-men 
_ 4 rell 
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tell us ) a greater reward in heaven than 
others: Others have the eſlential Glory 
in the Viſion of God, but for the Martyrs 
is reſerved an Aureola, a peculiar Coroner 
to be added to their Crown of Glory, prop- 
ter vittoriam de mundo, tor their vidory 
over the World 

3. True Obedience makes us to grow 
up into Chriſt the Head , and to be of neer 
alliance to -him. It makes us to grow #up 
into Chrift the head, Eph. 4. 15. Obedi- 
ence ,. being the exerciſe of all Graces , 
brings us into a'neer union with Chriſt,and 
makes us more and more like to him: The 
more we act our Love, Meekneſs, Mercy, 
Goodneſs or any Grace, the more we are 
united to him and incorporated with him; 
nay, true Obedience makes-us to be of neer 


-allzance to him. When our Saviour was 


told, that his Mother and Brethren ſtood 
without to ſee him, his anfwer was, My 
Mot her and my Brethren are thols whieh 


hear the word of God and. do it, Luke 
. 8.20, 21.St, Ambroſe upon theſe words tels 


us, Retigroſtores copuls mentium quam 


.corporum ; the conjuntion of Minds 1s 


more ſacred than thatof Bodies; - The: Q- 


bedient Chriſtian is Brother to Chriſt; be- 


ing:beorn of the ſame holy Spirit in Rege- 


.nNeration , of which he was conceived: in 
- his Incarnation; nay, he-is Mother to 


: Cairiſt , 
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Chriſt, bringing him forth in the exerciſe 
of holy Graces; ſomewhat of the Love, 
Mercy, Piety, Meckneſs of Chriſt is (till 
acoming forth from him: In both theſe 
reſpeds doth obedience diſpoſe us to ſuffer- 
ing ; the more we grow up into Chriſt the 
Head , the more Divine Power and Vir- 
tue we have from him ; our chief ſtrength 
lies not in our ſelves, but in ovr Head ; 
we may do, nay and luffer any thing , 
through him ſtrengthning us : And the 
more we are allied to him, the more we 
are bound to adhere to him ; Our ſuperna- 
tural Birth obliges us to live to him, nay, 
and if need be, to die for him; and we 
are to bring bim forth not only in other ho- 
ly Virtue, + but in- that of Patience. St. 
Paul bore about in his. body 1he dying of 
the Lord Jeſus, 2 Cor. 4, 10. and the Al- 
lies of Chriit mult be ready at Gods call to 
ſuffer with him, | | 

4. True Obedience produces an increaſe 
of Grace and. ſpiritual Strength : Obedi- 
ence is a Chriſtians daily walk ; the more 
he exerciſes himſelt ro Godlineſs, the more 
grace he hath in his Soul; That Faith, 
wh ch. was but asa little grain of Muſtard- 
ſeed, becomes a Tree Apeneing itſelf forth 
at laſt: as high. as aſſurance: That love, 
which was as a little ſpark raked up in the 
albes , comesto be a vehement Flame a- 
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ſpiring after the fruition of Gad inHeaven? 
That Hope, which was but a poor weak - 
thing in the Soul, comes to have more 
Iiveſineſs and ſupernatural ſtature, The ' 
path of the juſt, which is in obedience; 
is as the ſhining light, which ſhines more 
and more uniothe perfet} day in heaven, 
Prov. 4. 18. The more a Chriſtian exer- 
ciſes himſeli in Obedience, the tronper he 
grows in the Inner-man ; of a Plant he 
comes to be a Tree of Righteouſneſs ; of a 
Babe he comes to be a Man in Chriſt ; His 
vital Principles become more ſtrong , his 
ſupernatural teat increaſed, he holds on 
his wey of Obedience, and ſo grows fron 
ger and fIronger, Job 17. 9. Such an Obe- 
dience as this admirably Diſpoſes a man 
for ſuffering: The greater his ſtock of Grace 
1:, the better wil: he hold out 1n the ſtraits 
of the World : The more ſtrength he hath 
in the inner-man, the more able he will be 
to bear the burden of the Croſs: Tf thou 
fant in the day of adverſity, thy firength 
is ſmall, Prov, 24. 10, Great ſtrength will 
keepa man {rom fainting. When the Ciyl- 
dren of Iſrael were come to be above ſix 
bundred thouſand, Alumb. x. 46. it was a 
great encouragement to make them goon 
galſ1nrly againſt their Enemies: And when 
Chriſtians have their Graces muſiplied, and 
among the reſt Patience comes to be- a// 
Patience, 
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Patience, as the expreffjon is, Co). r. r1. it 
gives them ſpirit and lite to bear ſufferings, 

5. True obedience obtains the gracious 
Prefence of God to help and-comforc (good 
'menin the doing his Wilt: The Rabbins 
fay, That if two fit together conferring 
ahout the Law, the Shechinah 7s among 
them: [| may fay,, if one ſingle Chriſtian 
- be adving'of Gods will, the Divine Pre- 
fence is with him : Thus our Saviour faith: 
If any man love him, and keep his words, 
the Father and the Son will come and make 
their abode with ſuch an one, John 14, 23. 
Such an one hath a Shechinah in his heart; 
God will be there helping and comforting 
of him. Whilſt he is a doing of Gods will, 
ſtrength will come in, as it did tothe Le- 
viles, 1, Chron. x5, 26, and not only 
ſtrength, but comfort too : 1s keeproy'hys 
commands there is great reward; fom® 
of the oyl of Joy, which is upon Chriſt 
the great doer of Gods will , drops down 
upon good men in their fincere obegience ; 
they have an inward peace, and joy un- 


ſpeakeable ; In this reſpeR obedience pre- 


ares the heart of Chriſtians'to endure ſuf- 
tering: An obedient Chriſtian can argue 
thus with himſelf; I have found Gods gra- 
cious Prefence ſtrengthning and comfor- 
ting me in the ak; of his will , much 
more ſhall I have it when I'comerto ſuffer , 
I 4 and 
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and part with all for his ſake, When all 
forſook St. Paul,. yet the Lord ſtood with 


him... and (irengthned him, % Tim.:4. 16. 


19. When Mr{ Sanders was examined a- 
bout his Religion, he was wonderfully com- 
forted, and reccived a taſt of the Commu- 
nion of Saints, a pleaſant refreſhing did 
idue from every part of his Body to his 
heart, and from thenee into all parts again. 
Cicely Ormes was filled with ſuch joy and 
comfort, thatat the kindling of the fire, 


ſhe ſaid , My ſoul doth magnify the Lord, ' 


and my Spirit doth rejoice in God my Sa- 
Viouy, Olet us firmly conclude this with 
our ſclves, that God wil} not leave or for- 
ſake his people, no not at other times , 
much leſs will he do it in the time of Fiery 
Trials ; Then they ſhall have ſtreogth and 
comfort in a more than ordinary way, e- 
nough .to make them to triumph over 
their ,Sufferings,, or at leaſtwiſe ro bear 
them, with Patience. 

6, True Obedience is the way to Hea- 
yen;. Thoſe bleſſed ones, that do the.com- 
mands of God have right to the Tree of 
Life , andenter in through the gates intg 
ihe City , Rev, 22.14, The more obedient 
a man i5to_the Divine Will, the richer 
entrance he hath into the bleſſed Kingdom; 
Aitex ſowing to the Spirit comes the Crop 
of Eternal Glory,;. atter walkiog in holy 
$416 4 Obe= 
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Obedience , eomes the bleſſed end of. Life 
and Immortality. In this reſpet Obedi-._ 
ence fits us for Sufferings : A man. that is, - 
in the way tp Hell, is not capable of ſuf- 
fering ; if is not imaginable that a man 
ſhould bear Reproach for Chriſt, who hath . 
[no hope of Glory ; or that he-ſhould part. 
with his Treaſure here, who hath none in. 
Heaven; or that he ſhould lay down his 
Lite Temporal , who hath no right. to an; 
Eternalone ; or that he ſhould let go. his 
Portion of goodin this World, who hath, 
none in another. But the Obedient Chri- 
ſian, whois in the way to Heaven, is in 
a capacity to ſuffer any thing that meets 
him in the paſſage thither: Reproaches 
may-come , but he is going to ſhine in glo- 
ry ;. Worldly Goods may be ſpoiled , but 
he hath an Inheritance incorruptible that 
fadeth not away ; Temporal Life may. be 
loſt., but in the very inſtant there begins 
an Eternal one with the blefled God inHea- 
ven; he may by a Perſecution be'juſtled 
out of this World , but he hath a better to 
goto, where there are Crowns of Glory, 
Rivers of Pleaſures, Plenitudes of Joy , 
and allin the bleſſed Gog., Our Saviour 
Chriſt for the zoy that was ſet before him, 
endured the croſs, Hebr. 12. 2. St. Paul 
would finzſb his courſe that he might have 
the Crown of righteouſneſs, 2 Tin.” 4 
Tons ab rt 3 Yb 8. 
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Mzgd.hift. he fung that of the P/almift, Return unto - 
©3-P- ; hy reft O my Soul; his mind was upon the 
eternal Sabbath in Heaven.” + When Baji} 
the great was threatned with Bamiſhmenr, 
and Dtzath;, he was not at all moved ar it: 

Baniſbment is nothing to him that hath 


Cen 


12. 


ie) 
7, 3. When the Martyr 326y/as ſuffered, 


heaven for his Countrey ; neither is Death 
any thing to one to whom it is the fway to 
Life : He thatis in the way to Heaven hath 


great reaſon to break through all Difficul- 


ries to pet thither, 
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CH AP. XIII. 


The tenth Direffion for Jufiering, # Pati. 
ence under Gods will : 
the Chriflian, it makes him poſſeſs hu 
Soul, conquer the Worid, and have 

" i#ward Satisfaftion: With veſpett to 

_ God, at [ubjefFs the Soul to his Will ; 
it waits upon God for firength and a 
good Iſſue; it produces ſpiritual Foy 
and Praiſe, | 


He tenth DireRion is this ; if we 
would be ina fit poſture for ſuffers. 

ing, we muſt 1abor after Patience under 
the will of God; this muſt be joyned to 
our Obedience, that we may be able ro 
| afl- 
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anſwerto all his: will ; As obedience reſ- 
pets Gods commanding will, -fo:Patience 
( which is alfo a-duty ) reſpeRs his diſpo- 
ling one, Te have needof patience, that 
after ye have done the will of God, ye 
mght receive the promiſe,” Saith the A» 
poltle, Her. 10.36, We arenot only ta 
do other Commands by Qbedience, but , 
when Providencecals us toir, we are to 
do that ofraking np the Croſs by Patience: 
Orher Graces may help to bear the: Croſs, 
but Patience takes it.up upon- 1s back: It is 
its proper peculiar office vwwiver, ro make 
a man abide piouſly under the Croſs, This 
Grace may be conſidered two waies; either 
in that which it doth with reſpe&t to. the 
Chriſtian in whom itis, or in that which 
it doth with reſpe& to God ; both ways it 
;s of fingular uſe in order to ſufferings. 

r. Patience may'be conſidered in that 
which it doth with reſpe& to the Chriſti- 
an in whom it is;and thus three things may 
be noted. 

4. Patience makes a Chriſtian poſſeſs hu 
foul, Luke 21, 19. there is a great diffe- 
rence between the wordly mans patience 
& the Chriſtians;:The word by man endea- 
vours much-rhat/ he may poſſeſs the things 
that are without: him , but: the Chriſtian 
bears that he may poſſeſs his own Soul, 
The Chriſtian, inafitof Impatience, loſes 
5 ts himſelf 
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himſelf, and purs himſelf, as 1t were, out 
of -poſleſſion, not only of his Rational 
Faculties, butof his Graces too; at that 
time he as not like a Man or a Chriſtian, 
When Jonah told God , that he did well 
to'be angry unto death , Jon. 4, 9. he was 
m his furious paſſ;on, more like a Beaſt than 


a Man ora Sunt, ' If thou deal thus with 


me , ( ſaith Moſes toGod) kill me ont of 
hand ,' Numb. xi. 15. The word (thou) 
here 18 of the Feminine Gender, A; for 
Aita; the perturbation of M.nd. made 
Moſes , the meekefF man on earth, un- 
able to fill up his words, or to ſpeak as he 
meant todo, Tt is by patience that the 
Chriſtian polleſſeth himſelf, and hath the 
free uf: of his' Reaſon and holy Graces : 
While heis patiently bearing the Croſs, his 
Faith. wil roll out-as Gold out of the Fire , 
his hope will fx itſelf in: the unmovable 
Heavens, his love will burn-within him to- 
wards God and his Glory. - All: the Pow- 
ers in Earth and Hell cannot put him out 
of the poſſeſſion.of himſelf , or hinder his 
Graces trom coming forth into'a&; he will 
be like himſelf in his ſuffering, = 
- 2." Patience. makes aiChriſtian to be a 
Conqueror of 'the perſecuting World. The 
Overcomer ,' mentioned in:the ſecond and 
third chapters of the Rewelarion of St. 
Fohn, to.whom ſogmany pretious and ex- 
OH. cellent 
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cellent promiſes- are there made, is not 
one , that overcomes by Martial Fighting, 
but one that hath the Victory by Patieac 
Suffering. ho ſhall ſeparates ( ſaith St. } 
Paul fromthe Leve of Chri53? Shall Tri= 
bulation or, Diftreſs, or Perſecution, on 
Famine, or Nakedneſs, or. Peril , or 
Sword? Inalliheſe things napra@wws > we 
are more than Conquerors: through ' him 
that loved wRom- 8.35, 37:More than Con- 
queroys , becauſe they conquered by fut- 
tering ; while their Bodies were flain their 
ſouls were triumphing over-ideath it{clf. 


were overcome, v0» 4 repugnantibus , 
ſed a morientibus Chrifizanw,, not by: re: | 
fiſting, but by dying Chriſtians : Patience 
makes their Perſecutors fecure them, and 
frame Crowns of Glory ' tor them. This 
made the Martyr Vincentizs. tell. his Tor- 
mentor, Nunquam aliqus ade bene ſer- 
Uivit mihi actu; no manieyer ſerved me 
fo much as thou haſt done.: . Patience darh 
ſo frame the -hearr to the will ofGod, rhatir 
makes aChriſlian to be aKing overhis Croſs 
ſes,loſſes tb him are gain, reptoaches glory, 
confinement” liberty, - anddeath life; While 
:he ſuffers in any thing, hes above it. 

3. Patience. makesa: Chriſtian to have 


_ 44nward content and ſatisfacuion in ſuffering. 


It.is the Apoſtles Exhortazion, . Lei patt- 
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Thus St. Asfl;n faith, that. the Pagans Epiſt, 4-- 
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ence have her perfett work, thut ye may 
be perfef and entire, wanting nothing, 
Jam. 2, 4, He that hath nor Patience, 1s bur 
2 lame andimperfe& Chriſtian ; he may 
goa lirtle way in Religion, 'as tar as his 
Principles reach, but it he come to ſutfer- 
ing , which isbeyond them , 'he will halt 
and turn aſide: But if a Chriltian hach an 
eff-Aual Patience, he is then perfect and 
entire', -wanting nothing ; he hath e- 
very thing that may fill'up 'his Chriſtianity 
or happineſs in this Life. : The Croſs may 
come, but he-hath Principles to bearit : 
Outward Bleſimgs may be taken away,, 
but he hath all mGod. St. Auſtin brings in 


be Simb. patient Fo ,{tripr of all; bur only his 
ad Carech. God ; ſpeaking thus, Quid mhi deerit, 


fi Deum habnero? quid mibi alia proſunt, 
fi Deum non bibuero? Whar can'I wanr, 
if -4- have +God'? Whar can orher'rhings 
profit, if T have him not?>Parience gives 
the ſuffering Saint quier and-ſweetatisfa- 
ion'in God, and, not :only. ſo, but in 
the very (uffering as itis & pious: ſubmiſſ}- 
on to his will *: There jsa ſweetneſs and a 
ſeeret reward jn'rhe doing of Gods will, 
much! more in holy ſuff:rmy; tor Him: Phe 
bletſed Martyr Baynham ar the Stake told 
the bloody Papiſts. O ye Paprfts/ yetalko 

M:racles, behold here atrue one , thee 
Flames are tome a bed of Roſes. . It's . 
ES al\ 
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all holy Sufferers cannot fay thus; but all 
of them find by experience, that there 
1is2 ſweet ſatistaRtion in ſuffering for the 
good God. +. et» 
. 2, Patience 'may be confidered in that 
wiiich it doth with reſpet to.Gad; and 
_—_ are three things to be taken notice 
of, rs 77 7 
14, Patience ſubjeAs the ſoul to the will 
of God; when'the Croſs comesthe patienc 
Chriſtians will. with Jaron hold their 
peace; or if. they ſpeak , they will doit an 
jome ſuch language as that of Z/:, It s 
the Lord, let him do what ſeemeth bim 
good, Patience will inſtruct. them to lye 


inthe loweſt poſture of Humility, and to . 


argue- the. matter with themſelves in this 
manner: IsGod'the Rector of the World, 
and ſhall we nor ſubje&t rohim:? His Pre- 
ſence is- in all ; his Power is over all, his 
Wiſdom and Righteouſneſs orders all; who 
can flay his hand, or ſay to him, what 


doſt thou}, or call bim to: give account of 


any of his matters? To ſtrive with bim 
as folly ; to murmur at any piece of his 
Government 1s Rebellion; to think that 
things might have been better, is to blaſ- 
pheme his wiſe and juſt Providence; And 
15: he the Father of Spirits, and ſhall we 
not be under him? We give reverence to 
the Fathersof our fleſh, and how _—_ 
rather 
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thers: ſhould we be in ſubjeQion to the 
Father of Spirits and live ? Our Saviour 
Chriſt, who ſuffered for us.ro ſweeten .ſut- 
ferings to us, argued thus with himſelf, 
'The Cup that my Father. bath given me , 
'ſball I not drink it? Jobs 18. 11. After his 
Partera-we-ſhould ſubmit our ſelyes to ſuf- 
tering, remembring that, though it come 
through bloody hands tous, yet it is or- 
dered by the Father of Spirits ; nay , and 
'by the Father of Mercies too, who aſſures 
'us, That all things, even AMictions a» 
mong the .relt , /ba/l work together, for 
good: In thoſe very ſufferings , in which 
<man 1s.cruel , God will be merciful: While 
the world hates and perſecutes us, God will 
embrace usin the Arms of, his: Love, and 
. carrie us through the Croſs to the: Crown 
- of Glory :: Upon ſuch accounts as theſe, 


' Patience doth ſubjz:t the Soul unto- the 


: Croſs. :; Our Saviour, the Mirror of Pa- 
tience,being to drink up the cup of Wrath, 
expreties mmſelt thus ; not: my will, bat 
thine be done, Luke 22, 42. His will was 
: ſwallowed vp1n his Fathers, ;St. AmbFoſe in 
'his Commentary on thoſe words gives Us 

-this excellent note ; Diſce Deo Wi ſubje> 
£7445 ; ut. non:guod zpſe-ves eligns, {ed quod 
Deo ſcias efſe placiturum? Learn to be ſfub- 

:JeQ'to God, that thou mayft nor cbuſe,, 

iwhat thou would:cſt, but what thou ae” 
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eſt to be pleaſing to God. Patience teach- 
es us to be pleaſed with Gods pleaſure; and 
to will every thing , not as it is in our own 
will, but as it is in Gods. | 

2, Patience waits upon God for ſtrength 
to bear the Croſs , and for a good iſſue out 
of it : We have bothyheſe promiſed in that 
of the Apoſtle, God will not ſuffer you to 
be tempied above thah.ye are able, but 
will with the temptation make a w:y to e- 
ſcape, 1 Cor. 10. 13. In the firſt Claiſe we 
have a Promiſe of ſtrength proporti-nable 
tothe Temptation; in the laſt, we have 
a Promiſe ot a good ifſue out of it, Firſt, 
Patience waits upon God for ſtrength to 
bear the Croſs; this is the right Method 
of obtaining ſtrength : Wt on the Lord, 
aud he ſball trengthen thy heart, P[alm. 
27. 14. Strength comes 1n a way of dcpen- 
dance upon God. St, Auſtin ſpeaks of 2 
double patience ; there is patzentia ſuper- D-pricn- 
borum, the patience of the proud ; and pa- ** 15+ 
rrientia pauperum, the patience of tie 
poor humble Soul: The one wairs upon the 
Will of man , the other up5n the Grace cf 
God: True Patience knows , that it 
is. God only that can firengrhen the 7z- 
ner man by hs Spirit, Eph. 3. 16. Noother 
bur his g/orious power can 7 Ajn655 BY with 
all might unto all patience, Gol. t. 11 
Notableis that of St, Auſtin; Hoc ei ox Dovbreys 
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Mariyrum, omnia rolvare. © de ſe mihil 
prefumere : This 1s the voice of the Mar- 
ryrs, tobear every thing, and to preſume 
of themſelves nothing. Thus the noble 
Martyr Potamenta , being threatned to be 
caſt into a Vellel of burning Pitch , beg- 
oed, that ſhe might not be calt in all at 
once, but piece-mcal, that they might ſee, 
how much Patience the unknown Chriſt 
had given to her, True patience waits 
upon God tor ſtrength ; but this is not all, 
it alſo waits upon God tor a good iflue our 
of the ſuffering ; S$1/vation belongs unto 
the Lorg, and he gives many good ilTues 
to his ſuffering people : It they have an 
encreaſe of Graces and Comforts, that's 
one 500d ſue: If they hold out and perſe- 
T:eretothe end, that's another good iſſue; 
It by de. wh hey paſs from the Croſs to the 
o own, from a Temporal Life to an Eter- 
/ one, that's the beft jilue of all: For 
gich i :iſues as theſe do patient Souls wait , 
till the Lord putan end to all their trou- 
bles 
3, Patience procuces ſpiritual joy and 
praiſe: This 1s the difference between Pht- 
lo{ophical Patience and Chriſtian Patience; 
Philoſophical may bear adverſity,but Chri- 
ſtian hath joy in che beari ingot it. It was 
the ancient culionme of the Primitive Chri- 
{tans to have oiren in their mouths, Deo 
gralias, 
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gratias , God be thanked for this mercy , 
and for that mercy: The patient Chriſtian, 
that looks upon rhe good iffurs of ſuffer- 
ing , may fit down and ſing, Deo grat:- 
a5 , not to Bleſlings only,burt to Aftlitions 
alſo. Job being {tripr of all, cried out, 
The Lord gave,the Lord hath taken away, 
bleſſed be the name of the Lord, Job.1.21, 
St. Auſtin ſpeaking of Job, obſerves, Thar, 
when he had nothing of outward things , 
yet there were Gemme lauds Det, the 
Jewels of the Praiſe of God found with 
him, SufferingSaints have ſo much of the 
Love of God ſhed abroad in their hearts, 
that they have premium ante premium, a 
leſſer Heaven before a greater. St. Paul 
faith, vpnmgearvpas | ſuper abound, of over- 

ow 27n Joy in all our Tributations, 2. Cor. 
7. 4. The gracious Preſ:nce of God did not 
only cauſe joy, but the overflowing of it 
in his heart, St. James ſaith tothe ſcat- 
tered Chriſtians, Comnnt zt ail joy, when 
ye fall into atvers Temptations, Jam. 1, 2. 
That 1s when ve fall into Aflicions for rhe 
Goſpel: A# joy , How can poor affiited 
Souls reckon thus ? In the Trial, their 
Graces appear in their pure . beauty ; 
Strength is made perfedt in Weakneſs , 
Confolations abound as much , nay, more 
than Aﬀ/titions;the beams of Divine Love 
wragiate the heart , and fiflit with a ſweet 
Eo, K 2, {crenity ; 
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ſerenity; Hope enters Heaven, and fixes 
upon the Crown of Life, and Heaven . 
comes down in a Spirit of Glory upon the 
heart, Here is joy , all joy indeed 3 
the total ſum of it in this life is made up in 
theſe things. It was the ſaying of the Mar- 
tyr Mr. Ph:lpot , That to dye for Chriſt us 
the greateſi Promotion, that God can. 
bring any unto in this vale of miſery; yea, 
ſo great an honour as the greateſl Angel in 
Heaven is not permitted to have. It was 
the Prayer of Mr. Bradford the Martyr 
God forgive me myunthankfulneſs for thu 
erceeding great mercy , that among ſo ma- 
ny thouſands , he chuſeth me to. be one, in 
whom he will ſuffer, It was the obſerva- 
tion of cne of the Ancients, That it was 
peculiar to Chriſtians to give thanks in ad- 
verſity: Jews and Gentiles can praiſe God 
for benefits, but the patient Chriſtian can 
thank him for Afﬀflictions: O let us labor 
after Patience, that we may not only ſuffer 
ſor Chriſt, but do.it with joy : Thus our 
Saviourdireds his: perſecuted ones, Re- 
foice and be exceeding glad, for great # 
your reward in heaven, M at,5.12.,nward 
and outward Joys are very properin ſuf 
fering Saints , becauſe rhen they are arrit- 
ved at rhe higheſt pitch of Chriſtianity , 
and ready to enter into the ble{{edHeaven, 
tizere to enjoy God tor ever and-eyer. 

' CHAP, 
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Some Inducements to ſuffer any thing , ra- 
ther than part with the pure Religion. 
Piowus ſufferers glorify God; they propa- 
gate the Church; they give a token of 
Wrath to come upon Perſecutors ; they 
are bappy here and hereafter ; Herein 
the proof of Sincerity , and in the pre- 
ſence of God; hereafter in a freedom 


from all Evil, anda Communication of 


all Good. 


Aving laid down DireCtions in order 
H co ſuffering , I will ſhut up all with 
a few Conſiderations, which may ſerve as 
Motives to induce us at Gods call to, ſuffer 
any thing rather than part with the pure 
Religion, whichis a Jewel incomparably 
more worth than all thoſe things , which 
we can loſe-for it. 

1. Pious Sufferers do glorify God in a 
very (ignal emineat manner: What is ſaidof 
St. Peter's death, That it was aglorify- 
ing of God, Joh. 21. 19, The ſame may 
be ſaid of the death of all other Martyrs ; 
we glorify God by offering Praiſe ; much 
more by offering our lives for him: We 
glorify him by giving ſome of our Eſtates 
in Charity, much oy by giving our blood 


3 for | 
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for his Name: We glorify, him, when 


we preſent our Bodies a /zving ſacrifice to. 


him in Active. Obedience , much more 
when we preſent them a dying one 1n Paſs 
ſive: Much of the glory of God breaks 
forth; in his Suffering Saints; Free-grace 


ſhines out in the railing up Witnelles to- 


his Truth in a contradiQing perſecuting 
World ; Power admirably appears in bear- 


ing of them up with-holy Joy and Pleaſure 


inthe midſt of all theTorments, which men 
and Devils can invent againſt them. 'Ex- 
cellent is that of the Apoſtle; Strengthned 
with all might, according to his glorious 
power, unto all patience and long-ſuffer- 
ing with joyfulnefs, Col. 1, 11, Gods pow- 
er is plorious in other things, but 1n his 
ſuffering Saints it lets out itſelf in a moſt 
1/nftrious manner: The Perſecutors have 
all Torments, all kinds of Death, but the 
Martyrs have all mighr, all patience, and 
long-ſuffering with joyfulneſs':- As it was 
with Chriſt , his Power appeared in Mi- 
racles, but above'all, in that: he-trum- 
pPhed over Prineipalittes and Powers upoh 
the'Croſs; ſo it is with Chriſtians; the Di- 
vine Power appears in other Graces, but 
above all in that- patient ſuffering which 


overcomes the World : The Truth of God © 


is in Martyrs practically proved to be ex- 
ceeding pretious. The Fathers, in the firſt 
| general 
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general Councils, were ſo earneſt for the 
Truth, thatthey would not exchange a 
letter or ſyllable of it. The Arian wits 
wouldinot paſs inſtead of 849, nor the 
Neſtorian $005, npplicd to Chriſt as man, 


inſtead of Sr07y 0s applied to the bleſſed 


Virgin: All Behevers ſeal up the Evange- 
heal Truths by Faith , but the Martyrs ſcal 
them up by their blood alſo : Plainlyſhew- 
ing, that the leaſt jor or tittle of truth 1s 
more worth than lite, and not to be ſold 
for a World. It was the pretiouſneſs of 
truth', that made Arhana/rns ſtand it out 
againſt an Arran World, and Lyber 
ſtand it ont againſt a Popiſh one. Moreo- 
ver Divine Worſhip is by Martyrs main- 
tained to be a Prerogative due to God a- 
lone, When all the World was given to 
Idolatry , the primitive Martyrs would 
dic rather than rob God of his Honour : 
Their Sufferings told the World , that his 
Glory was not to be given to another, nor 
his praiſe tograven Images; no,not toſave 
theilives of thoſe that were the only pure 
Worſhippers of him : Their lives could 
not be better ſpent than 1n ſuffering for 
his pure Worſhip; and after them, he would 
raiſe up others to Worſhip him. When 
the Emperor Commodmx, asked the Senator 


K 4 tysdom 


Fulins, Why he could not worſhip Jupiter Magd.Hift 


and Hercules; Julius , ambitious of Mar- cap.12. 
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tyrdom told the Emperor plainly , That 
Jupiter a#d Hercules were no Gods, and 
that the worſhippers of Idols muh periſh in 
eternal Torments; and foon after he ſealed 
up his Profeſſion with his blood. Auxene 
[{1#5 would rather ſuffer baniſhmeat , than 
ſet a branch of a Wine-tree at the. feet of 
Bacchus his Image, becauſe it had an ap- 
pearance of Idolatry. The ſuffering of 
rhe Saints for the pure Worſhip, proclaims 
it toall , that God hath a ſacred jealouſy 
over his Worſhip, and will no more part 
with it, than he will with his Crown. If 
we would indeed glorify God , here is the 
higheſt medium todo it ; No Praiſes, no 
Alms, no Services, no Adive Obedience 
do ſo lift up the Glory of God, as pious 
Suffering doth, . ir: which we do practically , 
declare that we value him above all things. 

2. PiousSufferers do propagate and mul- 
tiply the Church, When Aze/, the firſt 
Martyr was ſlain , there was a J#14 raiſed 
upin hisroom. When righteous perſons 
are ſlain by Perſecutors, more of them 
ſpiringupin the Church. The more-the 
Children of 1ſra-} were afflited in' Egypt , 
the more they multiplied and grew, Exod, 
1. 11. As the ground, that 15-moſt harrow- 
ed, t5 moſt fruitiul ; ſo God's People, the 
more they were fſtraitned under the bur- 

dens of men, the more they were enlac- 
ged 
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*Perſecutor of all, who filled the World 


-and-yet they were multiplied, f«/:anthe 
- Apoſtate learned this from perſecution un- 
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ged by the blefliing.of God. The Roman 
Emperors did deſign utterly to extirpate 
Chriſtianity : Dzocle/ſtan C the greateſt 


with the blood of Martyrs)thought he had 
effetedit ; this Inſcription was upon his 
Coin. Nomine Chriftianorum deleto, qui 
rem publicam everierunt: The name of 
Chritiians, whooverthrew the Common- 
wealth, isextint: But they were all in 
a miſtake ; in the midſt of the Ten bloody E 
Perſecutions, there wasſtill a new Gene- i © 
ration of Chriſtians ſpringing up out of the ib: © 
blood of the Martyrs, Teriull:an tels the La 
vexing torturing Perſecutors5\ Plures ef- uk: © 
ficemur , quoties metimuy ; ſemen tft ſan» 
guis Chriſtianorum: The more we are 
mowed and cut down, the more we grow 
and multiply ; the blood of: Chriſtians is 
the Seed of the Church. St. AnSFin ſaith ; 
of the perſecuted Chriſtians, Cedebantur, De. Civl 
torquebantur , urebaniur , laniabanur, 12ap.s. 
trucidabaniur, © multzplicabantur: They 

were beaten, tortured, burned, torn, killed, 


der D:ocletian, and upen that account he F 
abſtained fora time from exerciſing Tor- | 
ments and bloody Cruelties upon Chriſti-/ Magd. . 
30s, becauſe he ſaw that the Chriſtians by Rs 
patient Suffering were multiplied and be- 

| came 
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came more glorious in the eyes of the Peo- 


ple. |: Antichriſt hath ſhed a great deal of 
, pretious blood , and the witneffes' of the 


pure Religion have been ſlain under him," 
yet hati: the Evangelical Truth remained, 
andthe Witnelleſs, which were Slain, have 


from time to time revived and ſtood up- 


in illuſtrious Succeffors, who have: held: 
forth the ſame Truth , and' ſpoke in the 
ſame- Sprit and Power, as thoſe before 
them had done, When after the Par:/tan 
Matlacre there happened tobe a great fe- 
renity in Heaven, and a Barbery-tree bloſ- 
ſoming in a time unuſal, ſome Papiſts ſaid, 
Thar'the thing was grateful to God, as it 
Heaven and Earth had rejoiced at it :- But 
theProteſtantstook itas a ſign, that the 
Charch ſhould revive and flouriſh again, 
likethe buſh that burned, and was not con- 
ſumed, Fhe true Church, which is foun- 
ded in' Chriſts blood, is not propagated or 
miltiplied by Martial Arms ; but by pati- 
ent'Sufferings * This is the'true way to do 
good to theChurch, and- to continue the' 


Goſpel among us; if we are indeed in-'#-/ 
poſture for ſuffering, and ready to Seal: 


up the Truth with our Blood-, we may 


comfortly hope, 'that, whatever Suffer- 


ings come; ' the' Goſpel "and gratious 
Preſence of God ſhall not finally depart 
trom our Nation, 


2, Pious 
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2, Pious Suffcrers do give an evident to- 
ken to the Perſecutor., that the wrath of 
God will come upon him. When the Em- 
peror Commodus was worſhipping Tapiter, 
Vincentine, Euſjebins, Peregrinw, and 
Potenitanus, went about and exhorted the Magd-hift 
People, to depart from the Worſhip of £5” ,7 
Devils,and honour the One only true God, 
leſt they periſhed with Commodw; and ſoon 
after they ſuffered Martyrdome tor the 
ſame thing. Though all the Martyrs did 
not in words warn, the Perſecutors, that 
the Wrath of God would come upon them, 
yet they all by their patient Suffering gave 
them an evident token of it, .''St. Paus 
exhorts the Philippians to patient ſuffer- 
ing upon this account ; Jrand foft , ſaith 
he, :n one Spirit, with one mind, ſiriving 
together for the Faith of the Goſpel, and 
in nothing terrified by your adverſaries, 
which u tothem an evident token of Per- 
dition, but to you of Salvation, andihat 
of. God , Phil. 1. 27, 28. The Perfecutor 
comes with his Torments and: Engines of 
Cruelty , to terrify the Martyr , but the 
Martyr by his Chriſtian Patience and Cou- 
rage; gives the Perſecutor and evident tos 
ken, that the wrath of God will come 
down: upon him at laſt : If bloody Perſecu- 
tors, who look upon the ſuffering Mars 


tyrs, had but their Eyes open, they 
| would 


comprangnr wages, 
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would ſee cauſe enough to refled upon 


themſelves;and ſay, Surely theſe men have 


a patience more than humane , and there- 
fore they ſuffer for God; and if fo, we tn 
perſecuting them, fight againſt him, & may 
expeft, that his wrath ſhould come down 
upon us, as it hath upon former Perſecu- 
tors. Herod Agrippa was eaten up of 
Worms; Nero with a trembling hand, cut 
his own throat;7»ajan was thoughtto have 
poiſoned himſelf; upon the Perſecution in 
the time of Antonines Verus, there follows 
ed Wars, Earthquakes, Inundations, Peſti- 
Jences,as ſo-many Tokens of Divine Ven- 
peance; Decits was tlain, together with 
his Children; D/ocle/zan died of fearful and 
miſerable Diſeaſes; 7«/:an in the Per/ian 
war was mortally wounded by an Arrow 
from Heaven,and threw up his blood: thi- 
ther with that horrible Blaſphemy, V:c:ft: 
Galilee; Valens in his war againſt the 
Gothes,was wounded,and,flyinginto aCot- 
tage,was burnt with it by the Enemy. The 
temporal Judgments , that have befallen 


former Perſecutors, tell the aſter-anes 


what they may. look for here in this World; 
or if they mighteſcape here,eternal Venge- 
ance will ſurely meet them hereafter, Our 
Saviour Chriſt will at the great day bid 
thoſe that did not feed,cloth, and Viſit bim 

in his Membpers,depart znto everlaſtin Fre: 
; [at 1, 
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Matth.25, 41. much more will he fay fo to 
thoſe that Impriſon, torment, and kill him 
in his Members, When Henry the ſecond of 
France,in his running a Tilt, received a fa- 
tal wound in his Eye,he looked to the Pri- 
ſon,where the poor Proteſtants were ſhut Thu L 
upas Captives for their Religion and often 

| uttered theſe words, That he was afraid, 
that he had done the poor innocent men 
wrong:Conſcience then told him, what it 
was to perſecute. Oh/ That ſuch things as 
theſe might ſtop Perſecutors in their bloody 
ways,as the Thunderbolt falling neer the 
Emperor Anre/:anw did him in his inten- 
ded Perſecution of the Chriſtians: The pati- 
enceof thole, that ſuffer under their cruel 
hands,tell them,that the wrath of God will 
fall upon them at Laſt, I conclude with 
that of St. Cyprian, Quanto major perſecu- A4 Deme- 
ito, tanto grauior pro perſecutione Vindts Fog 
fa,Tie greater the Perſecution is, the hea- 
vier will be the Vengeance for ir, 

4. Pious Sufferers are happy here and 
hereafter. They are happy here upon a dou- 
ble account. 

.:./1, They give the higheſt proof of their 
Sincerity,that can be given: Abraham gave 
a great proof of his Sincerity in leaving his 
Countrey.and 2 greater in offcring up his 
only Son Tſaac at Gods command;but I take 

. It,the Martyr gives a higher proof w' it 
| than 
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than is done in eitherof thoſe, it being more 


"to part- with all the World than eo part. 


with our Countrey, and to offer up-our 
felves to God than to offer up a Son: The 
higheſt proof of Grace is in Suffering; That 
Faith muh be right that {endures the fiery 
Furnace; rhat Love muſt be pure, that pra- 
ically lifts up God above all other things; 


that. Hope muſt be lively that lets go a pre- 


ſent World tor a future one;that Obedience 
mult be glorious that continues unto the 
death. The Martyr hath a fair proſpect, 
with a comfortable ſight of his own up- 
rightneſs, Conſcience gives an Exyge to his 
Graces and Sufferings;nay,the holy Spirit 1s 
as a ſeal and earneſt of his Heavenly Inhe- 
ritance; I, bears witneſs with bis Spirit , 
that he is a Son and Heir of God, 

2.As tliey give the higheſt proof of their 
Sincerity, ſo they have the gracious Pre- 
ſence of Gad in the moſt eminent way with 
them:All his glorious Attributes do, as it 
were, pitch their Tents round about them, 
and put forth their Virrues in a gracious 
manner for their good. His Power reſts up- 
on them to bear them up, how weak :foe- 
ver,in the fiery Trial; his Wiſdom dire 


them how to carry the ſelves under the - 


Croſs; his Mercy melts over them, white 
they are under mans Cruelty; his Love 1s 
ſhed abroad in their heart while they bear 

| the 
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the World hatred: The Preſence of God will beto 
them in ſtead of,nay,infinitely more than all other 
Comforts: They may ſay,If God be for «a, who can be 
azainſt 1? Rom, 8.31. Why? Devils can,wicked men 
 Gan,but, Aquinas expounds the words, Qnis contra 

no# leſtve & prevalenter? Who can be againſt us to 

hurt us,and prevail over us? That which is of God, 
cannot be overthrown; they may break out with 
St. Pax, in that gallant triumph, mwawope,] am 
perſwaded that neither death, no? life, nor Angels, nor 
principalities,nor powers nor things preſent nor things 


to come, nor hiohe, nor depth, nor any other Creature . 


ſhall be able to ſeparare us from the Love of God un 
Chriſt, Rom,$.38,39. What St. Bernard faith of the 
Church,is true of them a noble part of it ; Nec 
Verboſi: ate Philoſophoram,nec Cavillationibus Hare - 
ticorum,nec Gladiis Perſecutorum potuit illa Separars 
a Charitate Dei, que eſt in Chriſto : They cannot be 
feparated from the Love of God in Chriſt, neither 
by the words of Philoſophers, nor by the Cavils of 
Hereticks, nor yet by the Swords of Perſecutors : 
God is in the midſt of them,and they ſhall nor be 
moved. 
Again,They are happy hcreafter,& this ſtands 
in two things: 
I. Theyare freed from all evils: In Heaven 
they ſhall have no Corruption within,nor Oppreſ(- 
ſion without; no Noiſe of Paflion in the heart, nor 
rout of turbulent Perſecutors to diſquiet them; the 
will of the Fleſh ſhall have a roral Circumciſion; 
the infirmities of the Body ſhall have a perfect 
curezthe Serpent cannot hiſs in Paradiie;no remp= 
tations or mileries can faſten on a Saint in Glory : 
There is Day without Night, Love without Fear , 
Joy withgut ſforrow,Lite without Death,all Hap- 
pineſs 


In Cant, 
lcr.7 9. 
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pinefs without the leaſt mixture of Evil : There 
the bleſſed Martyrs ſhall be freed from all their 
troubles and miferies. 

2. They are endowed with all good and happi- 
neſs: The promiſes made to the Oyercomer in t 
Revelation of St.Zohn, ſhall be made good to them, 
they ſhall ear of cbeTree of Life ina bleſſedimmor-" 
rality;they fhall have the where fone ina perfect 
abſolution;they ſhall be clorhed #2 Robes of Glory ; 
they ſhall be Pillars 3n the heavenlyTemple, ſtanding 
there as ornaments inan immoveable Felicity ; 
they ſhall /ic down with Chriſt in bis throne, and judge 
their Emmies that condemned them;they ſhall :x- 
berit all things;they that loſt allfor God ſhall enhe- 
rit all is him,who 1s goodneſs uſelf, and the fountain 
of it: They ſhall ſee him, who is the original and 
Cbriſtal ocean of all truth;they ſhall enjoy him who 
is the ſupreaz good,and ſabbath of ſouls; they ſhall 
be ſwallowed up inthe joy of snfiaute truth and good- 
neſs;and their happineſs ſhall not be for a time, 
but run parallel with erern:y itlelf ; they ſhall be 
for ever in the Lord in the bleſſed Region: There, as 
St. Auſtin hath it, God who is all in all,S:xe fine Vi- 
debitur, ſince faſtidio amabitur, ſine fatigatione lau- 
dabitur, (hall be teen without end, loved without 
diſdain,and praiſed without wearinels.In the next 
World there will be a vaſt difference between 
Perſecutors and Sufferers. The Pride and Cruelty 
ofthe one will be paid forin Torments and end- 
leſs Miſery in the Prilon of Hell, and the Patience 
and Suffering of the other will, be returned in 
jovsand eternal Felicity in the dlelled Heaven, 
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